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"In every point of this city you can, in turn, sleep, make tools, cooks, accumulate gold, disrobe, reign, sell,
question oracles. Any one of its pyramis roofs could cover the leprosarium or the odalisques' baths. The
traveler roams all around and has nothing but doubts: he is unable to distinguish the features of the city,
the features he keeps distinct in his mind also mingle. He infers this: if existence in all its moments is all of
itself, Zoe is the place of indivisible existence. But why, then, does the city exist? What line separates the
inside from the outside, the rumble of wheels from the howl of wolves?"
-Invisible Cities.Cities & Signs.3
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Abstract

Villages besieged by urban sprawl have been isolated and forgotten, broken from urban texture and
social relationships. However, this kind of encirclement has no clear boundary and is entirely permeable.
Infiltration and overflowing occur on various scales. At the urban scale, the old villages gradually
abandoned the agricultural lifestyle and connected with the new industrial city. On the architectural scale,
urban villages attempt to integrate with cities by imitating the urban façade wherever they come into
contact along the fluid boundary. Some warehouses, small plants, and small workshops have appeared in
urban villages. On the human scale, people's lives overflow from indoors to outdoors, into public space.

1

The village in the city and the amorphous culture it supports are negative in the eyes of the government,
standing in the way of urban construction. It is the goal of local authorities to purge these communities
in order to achieve unified management in urban governance. However, the bottom-up structures and
installations overflowing in the public realm within the urban villages are a manifestation of pragmatismoriented anarchy. In this 【被遗忘的城市飞地】 "forgotten urban enclave,” it is precisely because
of this "forgetting" that a community ecology full of life wisdom and vitality has been born: this is what
a standardized city lacks. Is the current model of erasing the urban village and replacing it with a
standardized urban fabric the optimal solution? Can a new urban model be proposed in a ruralized way
based on retaining the original village texture and memory through adaptive reuse?

Introduction

This thesis uses an ordinary urban village, Hongxin Village in Ningbo, an ordinary city in southeastern
China, as a research sample and explores this question. In this typical urban village, the buildings,
materials, and furniture in the space show the spontaneous appropriation, tampering and renewal of
the area since the city subsumed the village’s original mode of being. New spatial intervention methods
respect the mutual ownership principles of the village and create a framework for growth of neighborhood
life; the framework will continue to use appropriation, tampering, and renewal of working methods to
improve local life while preserving traditions of the village and creating more collective memories.
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1
Photography of Hongxin Village

Village in City

Background

[1]Derniers jours à Shibati

2

In the more than 30 years since the reform and opening up of China began in 1978,
the built-up area of cities in some economically developed regions(such as the Pearl
River Delta, the Yangtze River Delta, the Bohai Sea Rim, municipalities, and provincial
capitals) have expanded rapidly, and the rural areas originally distributed around the
cities have been absorbed into the urban fabric. The territory of the city, surrounded by
rows of tall buildings, has become a "village in the city"
Urban villages usually do not have a unified planning and management. They are
mainly low and crowded illegal buildings, the environment is dirty, crowded, public
security is chaotic, the infrastructure is incomplete, and they are separated from the
urban management system, becoming blind spot of urban management. From a
geographical perspective, it belongs to the category of cities. From the perspective of
social nature, the traditional rural factors are still retained. The reasons for the emergence
of urban villages is the dualistic structure system of urban and rural area and land
ownership system.

3

Basic Information of The City

Character

Location

2

Ningbo is an important coastal port city in Southeast China, the economic
center and chemical industrial base in the south wing of the Yangtze River
Delta, and the industrial and commercial city in East China.

Weather
Ningbo leans against the mountains and seas, which has formed its varied
climate types. Year around, Ningbo is humid and ample with sunlight. In
winter, it is dry and cold, and with a few low-temperature days. In winter, the
high-pressure climate days prevail. Affected by the tropical climate system
characterized by typhoons or easterly waves, large amounts of precipitations
might appear. Cold and hot days alternate in spring and autumn, and overcast
and rainy days are common to see.

Urban Scale

29°52'00.00"N，121°31'00.00"E
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[2]Travel Map of Ningbo, China

Urban Village in the City

Typology of Urban Village

Village

/ Historical /

/ Industrial /

Whole/
Village Fabric/
Protected/

The research samples are villages in cities listed
in the Transformation Task issued by the local
government for 2019. In the task list, 106 villages
are mentioned(which also marked on the map in red
point), of which a majority require demolition and
reconstruction (79), only 18 villages are assigned for
comprehensive renovation, and 9 for a combination
between demolition and combination. From the
Google map of 2020, it can be seen that most areas
have maintained the current status.
Through typology analysis, I divide villages in cities
into four types.

/Infiltrated
/Fragments
/Patch
/instability

/ Decaying /

/ Disapearing /

Forgotten/
left Behind/
Weathering/
Decaying/

/Demolished
/Instantly

Village

Among them, urban cities of the industrial type have been the
dominant type. In terms of the urban texture, the boundary of the
original villages is trespassed by a large number of plants and
residences, which are then interwoven. This status, to some extent,
reflect that the local residential environment lacks planning. So I
choose the urban village under the status(Industrial), which is actually
common to see, as the research object to take a look at how industry,
residences and agriculture coexist.

Trace of Disappeared Village
Factory/Business
Demolished Area
New City
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Village

Factory/Business

Trace of Disappeared Village

Demolished Area

Tangxi Cum

Lugang Cum

New City

Maimianqiao Cum

/ Historical /
Shandong Cum

Change of Urban Village Fabric
Nanmen Cum

Huangga Cum

/ Industrial /
Zhaojia Cum

Xi'ao Cum
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Chenhenglou Cum

Qiuyi Cum

Kongpu Cum

/ Disapearing /

/ Decaying /
Gu'an Cum

Jiangnan Cum

Dongguang Cum

Yaofeng Cum

Shuguang Cum

Nanyu Cum
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Duantang Cum

Timeline of Ningbo
The origin of industrial and commercial city culture

[6]zoning map for epidemic
prevention and sterilization in
Ningbo city
[3]Map of East Asia

The timeline summarizes the origin of
the industrial and commercial urban
culture and manifestations of rapid
urban expansion in urban texture
from the perspective of history and
culture, political system, and economic
stimulation, with the map as the
medium.

[4]Ningbo Mansion Records

[7]The internal plan of the new
village

[5]Ningbo Mansion Records
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1571 Ningbo is marked as "Lliampo" on the
"Map of East Asia" by Fernao VazDourado
In the early 16th century, Portugal set up
an international smuggling trading post in
Ningbo Shuangyu Port. The maritime trade
between Portugal and Ningbo promoted the
transformation of the traditional agriculturalbased natural economy into a mercantile
economy in Southeast China.

1731 Yongzheng "Ningbo Mansion Records"
shows the whole area of Ningbo Mansion
during the Yongzheng period. At that time,
the scope of "Ningbo City" was only a small
central area compared to the current Ningbo
City.

In 1862, the United Kingdom, the United
States and France established a settlement
in Jiangbei District of Ningbo City, leaving
behind many Western-style buildings.
At the same time, it also influenced the
local architectural style of Ningbo, and
a combination of Chinese and Western
architecture emerged.

On October 27, 1940, Japanese Unit 731
spread 2 kg of plague bacteria over Ningbo,
causing an outbreak of plague. A large
number of urban residents fled to the village
for refuge. This map is the zoning map for
epidemic prevention and sterilization in
Ningbo city.

1959 “The internal plan of the new village”
reflects the environment of the new village
envisioned by Ningbo during the Great
Leap Forward. In a community, there are
everything from kindergarten to schools /
mall/post office/fire brigade/library/
tractor station/weather station/etc. It can be
said to be a complete small society, a very
typical socialist product. At that time, it was
advocated to cancel the family kitchen and
go to the public canteen for group meals, so
there are many canteens on the map.
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[8]The internal plan of the new
village

New village under the economic stimulus
(development of small and medium enterprises)

Urban expansion under the system

of industrial and commercial city culture

[10]Ningbo municipal zoning map, the black filled
area is the earliest urban area, the pink area is the
first expansion city region, and the orange area is
the second expansion city region

[11]A man riding a battery car passes by the wall that says
"China Taobao Village"

19
74

[9]Ningbo Zhenhai Refinery Plant

On September 20, 1974, Sinopec
Zhenhai Refining & Chemical Branch was
established. Its main business is to produce
and sell petrochemical products of various
specifications. Among them, gasoline,
aviation kerosene, aromatics and other
products are exported overseas. This caused
Ningbo to become a chemical industry base
and an industrial and commercial city in East
China. (Led by large state-owned enterprises)

[12]Men wearing masks during the epidemic

19
70s

20
00s

20
03

20
08

20
20

Since the reform and opening up (1970s),
Ningbo has experienced four rounds of
major administrative division adjustments.
The first round was in 1983, and the city
governed county system was implemented.
The surrounding areas are placed under
the jurisdiction of Ningbo City. (expand the
range)
The second round was from 1984 to 1988,
and many county-level administrative division
adjustments were carried out. (Township
upgrade)

The third round was the large-scale
withdrawal, expansion of towns, and
townships in the city from 1992 to 1993;
adjustment of the Ningbo Economic and
Technological Development Zone . (Merge
the village)
The fourth round is from 2001 to 2004,
mainly to set up Dongqian Lake Tourist Resort,
to remove counties and districts in Yin County,
and to revoke some towns and townships to
rebuild streets. (Upgrade the green space)

On May 10, 2003, Taobao was formally
established. Within two years, Taobao has
become the first in China's domestic online
shopping market, occupying about 70% of
China's online shopping market. Taobao
provides a large number of entrepreneurial
opportunities, reducing entrepreneurial costs
for a large number of small and mediumsized enterprises and individuals. "Taobao
villages" have appeared in many places in
China.

In 2008, Because of the world financial crisis,
the government has relaxed many policies
for small and medium enterprises in order to
boost the economy.

In January 2020, due to Covid-19, the whole
country was lockdown. Urban villages with
high population density and difficult to count
the number of residents have become a major
obstacle to disease control.
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Evidence of the Timeline on the Site

20
06

The buildings in the white frame area are
typical remnants of socialism during the
Great Leap Forward. In 2006, this area
still retained a large amount of farmland,
but a small number of factories have
appeared (blue roof).

20
10

Inside the white box are various newlybuilt factories, which also confirms the
explosive growth of small and mediumsized enterprises since the 21st century.

20
13

The white area is the planned area that
was demolished. High-rise buildings will
be built here.

20
20

The white area is the ancient village of
Hejiacun. Since 2006, the surrounding
land has undergone tremendous changes,
but Hejia Village seems to have been
forgotten, and there is no obvious change
in the urban fabric except becoming
denser

[13]Men wearing masks during the epidemic
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960

[14]

3

1968

The countryside is a vast world, where great
achievements can be made
- Mao

Architecture Scale

[15]

Intellectual youth go to the countryside

Hongxin Village is made up of 11 natural villages.
The village covers an area of around 2.6 square
kilometers. The plot already formed a settlement
in the Song Dynast y, which existed until the
period of the Republic of China. In 1949, the
same year when the New China was founded,
the agricultural producers’ cooperative was set
up, which changed its name to “Hongxin Farming
and Production Team”. Currently, there have
been more than 200 factories and enterprises in
the village. Hejia Village has been a relatively
large and famous village out of the 11 natural
villages. It is also where the project site is located.

16

2020

[16]
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Traditional village

There are 2605 registered households in
Hongxin Village, of which 400 people
are under 18, 1550 are 18-60, 400 are
60-70, and 250 are over 70. The ratio
of men to female is balanced. However,
there are more than 20,000 migrants who
are not registered. Because the population
of migrant workers is relatively large,
they usually belong to the group that the
government knows but will not manage.

Layout analysis

These traditional village buildings are mostly divided by owners
into the smallest mass units and rent to migrant workers. There
are two reasons why buildings of the kind are separated from
other residential buildings. Negatively, these buildings are
backward in public facilities and outdated, compared with
other buildings. Positively, the space update potential of village
buildings is the poorest. If the residential area is left aside, with

the attention only paid to the residential volume, the residential
environment of the village in the city features one floor or at
most two floors. The potential of vertical space extension of
these buildings is beyond that of the space of other collective
residences which seems to be blocks stacked together.

Apartment / small high-rise / self-built house for rent / factory dormitory / workers'
new village (socialist product)

Factory/Workshop
There are different types of factories, which cover a wide range
of fields. The local business chambers have even been formed,
and the cooperation network of different industries has been
interwoven.

[17]Old photos of Shanghai Workers' New Village

Agricultural land
Summary
Agriculture, industry and residence have formed a
mixed industrial mode for the whole village. On the
one hand, the overall spatial layout is chaotic. On
the other hand, they are a perfect demonstration
of utilitarianism. The production can almost be
maintained cyclically within the village to create value.

18

[18]Chinese garment factory
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Plan

The project site is located in Hejia Village,
the largest natural settlement in Hongxin
Village. A majority of buildings have
preserved the courtyard-like architectural
style featuring the combination of wood
and stone in primitive villages which is
indigenous to the lower reaches of the
Yangtze River. The collapse of some houses
in the picture show the material composition
of different parts of the buildings.

Materials

Old Vs New

Concrete
Brick
Terracotta tiles
Plum Garden Stone
bluestone

New Building

Fir
A partially collapsed building in Hongxin Village

Traditional Rural Building
Construction materials (arranged by year of use)
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Site Analysis
Layer of Public & Private

Porch

Since villages in cities are usually isolated
or forgotten by cities, these villages are
seldom visited by people excluding local
residences. Therefore, villagers regard
places outdoor as public spaces for
chatting or other leisure activities. But in
addition to the clearly-defined public
and private spaces, there is a more subtle
middle state in the village. The semi-open
space is often located under eaves or in
courtyards which are not clearly isolated
from the outside world.

In Between
Public Space
Private Space

22

5m+

Courtyard

2-5m

The overall road planning is relatively
chaotic. When one walks on the road, one
might feel as if being in a labyrinth. There
are also many narrow passages.

path

23

2.5m-

ancestral hall

Program

agriculture land
laundry
parking lot

public lavatory

game room
retail
public lavatory
Clothing factory
plant

A large number of spaces in the village are
residences, and the entertainment spaces,
living facilities and religious spaces are
lacking.
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Cultural of southeast China
rural house

Rural House Evolution

Courtyard culture
"In the traditional Chinese architecture system
based on wooden structures, in the plan layout,
"rooms( 间 )" are used as the unit to form a
building unit, then the single unit is used to form
a courtyard, and the courtyard is used to form
various groups." Ancient China Architectural
history··
The picture on the left is a schematic diagram
of the courtyards of the national residences. It
can be seen that even if the architectural forms
are different, the courtyard building types in all
regions all cohesive.
Although courtyard architecture is the main
form of traditional architecture, buildings in
different classes are quite different. The site
is mainly farmhouses, (that is, restricted by
the economic level, usually a one-line threebay residence), but there was a well-known
merchant in the south of the Yangtze River
during the Republic of China, so there were
also a small number of squire houses.

19
00s

19
60s

19
80s

20
00s

There have been famous merchants
in southern China, so there are still
some old wooden buildings with
courtyard style.

Build brick houses collectively.
Villagers use local red bricks to
build, but the form still follows the
traditional slope roof

The single layer was changed
to double layer, and the brickconcrete structure appeared, but
still prefabricated.

With the emergence of cast-inplace technology, the building has
more than three floors, and there
are decorative elements mixed
with western and Chinese styles.

After liberation, farmers used
readily available materials to build
buildings, mostly wood, stone, and
rammed earth

26
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Analysis of Three Types of Buildings

However, the region has experienced a long
period of bottom-up construction development
neglected by the government. Traditional
wooden buildings were gradually replaced
by red brick buildings and later concrete
buildings. Therefore, as shown in the figure,
four types of structures are mixed together:
wooden construction, red brick construction,
concrete construction, and simple scaffolding.
Because the building materials are different
in different periods, it is possible to deduce
several rounds of building renovation time
periods. Most of the newly-built buildings use
wooden buildings as the core of development

Building materials

or replace them, nesting layer by layer around
or on the old buildings in a mushroom-like
growth pattern, and radiating outward. The
white block is the existing courtyard building
with relatively complete preservation. Among
them, the courtyard at the entrance of the
village and on the axis is the Ancestral hall,
which is jointly maintained by the He family in
the village.

Wood
Red Brick
Concrete
Simple Shed(Metal)
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Type A - Wood

Wood
Red Brick

Element

Component

evolution

Single-story building
Double-layer elements are divided into two types with
porch and without porch

Usually two or three elements form a single rectangular
building

The facade is replaced by brick walls

Double-storey building
Part of the facade is replaced, and the demolished facade
forms a corridor

30
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The structure of the building is replaced by brick walls but
disguised as a traditional building

Type B - Red Brick

Type C - Hybrid

Red Brick

Red Brick
Concrete
Simple Shed(Metal)

Element

Component

Half building

Single-story building

Double-story building

Three-story building with self-built construction
and some red brick building
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Aerial View

Farmland

Factory

Traditional house

Red brick house

Concrete building

Illegal construction

Green
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Section

Factory H:6m+

Urban Village H:0-6m
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Factory H:6m+
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Overall impression
The internal layout of the
village is chaotic on the whole.

Some places still maintain
the small-scale agricultural
farming .

The clothing is put outside
for airing layer by layer.

Many villages sitting or
strolling there

Mixture between residences
and plant models

Human Scale
The walls are posted with
various advertisements and
announcements.
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The pool workbenches and
movable stoves nearby the
walls
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Overflowing and coexistence of private spaces

These overspill parts are attached
to the surface of buildings and
lobby forecourts. There is not a clear
boundary between two households,
and there is even no clear directivity of
ownership in space.

Countertop

Gas stove

Motible
Kitchen

Gas stove

Coal stove

Cabin

Vegetable

KITCHEN

Tank

Washbasin

Coal stove

Shelf

Basin

Shovel

Shelf

Mop

Buckets

STORAGE

Tank

Table

Broom and Dustpan
Buckets
Car

PARKING

Electromobile
Motorcycle
Motorcycle

The overspill parts are divided into
six types of spaces by their functional
types, including kitchens, storerooms,
parking lots, gardens, laundries and
infrastructures.

Washbasin

Electromobile

Electromobile
Shared Bicycle
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Mop

Bicycle
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Tree in the Yard

Tree
Plants

Doggy

Vegetable field

Chair

GARDEN

Plants hanging on the wall

Folding Chair

Plants
Vegetable drying

Short Stone Wall

Clothes

Clothes

Clothes
Towel
Quilt

LAUNDRY

Clothes

Shoes

Shoes Drying on Board
Hangers Made of Bamboo Poles

Public Laundry

Clothes
Clothes

Counter Top
Washbasin

Washbasin

Pipe as Gutter
Overhanging Eaves

Canopy

Solar System

Air Condition

Board

Equipment box
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Security Window

Shoes
Signal receiver

INFRUSTRUCTUE
SECURITY
Electric Pole

Air Condition

Security Window

Canopy
Security Window

Streetlight

Air Condition
Internet

Air Condition

Security Door
Milk Box

Board
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Shared space - Private object

The left picture was taken in December 2020,
and the right picture was taken in February
2021. February is the Chinese New Year, and
migrant workers return to their hometowns
for the Spring Festival. Therefore, the site is
extremely deserted and there are few clothes
hanging. The surrounding area of each house
is cleaned by the household. The picture on
the right can clearly show the ownership
of all objects. Although the low fence is not
completely isolated from the outside, people
passing by can still easily touch the objects in
the area, but the fence clearly distinguishes the
residents' respective occupations, and property
ownership.
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Overflowing and isolation of public regions

ENTERTAINMENT

LAUNDRY

In the village, the two mahjong rooms are
the only public entertainment spaces for
local residents after office hours. Mahjong
is a game that has four players each round,
so if other players have to wait for their turn.
There are also some by-standers. Then, the
small space is filled by a large crowd, which
is even spread outdoor. Additionally, local
residents have established entertainment
spaces in the simplest and cheapest way,
which are shown in the picture on the right.
The wall in the picture is installed with the
steel ring to form a basketball rim.

The retail store in the center of the village
operates a small-scale public laundry. The
four automatic washing machines which
operate after the user inserts the coins are
installed by the wall outside the mahjong
rooms, and exposed to the outdoor, with
only one shield put up above. The coin
insertion machine says, “5 yuan for a large
piece, 4 yuan for standard washing, 3
yuan for quick washing, and 2 yuan for
dehydration”. Additionally, in China, a
majority of people do not have the habit of
using the dryer. On the contrary, there is a
cultural custom believing that airing clothes
in the sun can expel the bad luck.

46

FACTORY

There are a few buildings (whose exact
number is hard to statistically analyze)
which appear to maintain consistency
with the surrounding rural architecture, but
actually serve as small-scale workshops.
Most workshops are from the spinning
industry or industries with low technological
requirements, such as using the compression
molding machine for molding. In the picture,
the grandpa is making a component of a
toy.

GATHERING

Buildings in the picture are typical gathering
grounds for an ancient village. The gathering
grounds usually feature an open space with
external transverse walls. Currently, the
space, in addition to gathering some people
here (such as gathering old ladies chatting
and knitting sweaters here), serves as a
place for local residents to hang preserved
meat, park traffic tools, and air clothing.

PUBLIC LAVATORY

Though the cit y in village is already
equipped with the drainage system, the
drainage system usually cannot cater
to the needs of the current number of
residents. Therefore, there are no toilets
in the individual room of some residents.
There are three public toilets in total, which
are distributed at three corners of the
village. These toilets and other buildings
are completely different in style, and the
toilets are usually completely isolated from
the surroundings. This means that it is very
difficult to go to the toilet on severe weather,
such as winter or stormy days.

47

REGION

In China, large -scale villages usually
set up ancestral temples in the village to
memorize ancestors. Local villages, even
if leaving the hometown, will come back
periodically and fund in refurbishing the
ancestral hall.Meanwhile, a traditional
village is usually made up relatives sharing
the same surname, so the ancestral hall
is usually named by the surname. On the
large picture, we can see “Ancestral Hall
of Family He”; on the small one, the list of
sponsors for the building of the ancestral
hall is posted. All the sponsors share the
surname, He. Currently, the ancestral hall
has been fully enclosed.

Shared space - Communally object

In some public areas, such as large open
spaces, public places left over from old
villages, etc., local residents will place various
objects to jointly create a "park". For example,
as shown in the picture on the right, I think this
scene is very interesting and lively. The local
residents only use a few bamboo poles, a
bucket filled with cement and a park bench
to create a flexible rest place which also has
the function of drying clothes. In this situation,
objects may have ownership, but they are
communal that allow people to use them
together. This is an important node of collective
memory created by the villagers.
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Conclusion

Strengths:

Weaknesses

1.The buildings have a profound history, and features the traditional
water-town architectural style in the lower reaches of the Yangtze
River.

1.Restricted by the traditional wood and tile construction materials,
the buildings are vulnerable to the severe climate, such as cold
winter and typhoons in summer. Meanwhile, the aging of wood has
posed a threat to the architectural safety.

2.Almost every household has forecourts or courtyard spaces of
different sizes, which are rare to see in the densely-populated cities
of today’s world.

2.Most outdoor spaces are directly exposed to the sunlight.
Villagers’ gathering spaces, jerry-built kitchens and clothing airing
spaces rely largely on the climate. But unfortunately, the city is rainy,
and every year, the rainy days might even persist for more than one
month.

3.The buildings enjoy good lighting and ventilation.
4.It can provide convenient and affordable shelter for migrant
workers.

3.The interior spaces are seriously in shortage. The smallest interior
space can only hold one bed. This has resulted in the prevalence
of the bed layout with an upper bed and a lower bed. In order to
ensure good ventilation and lighting, villagers have to open doors
and windows at the sacrifice of their privacy.

5.In spite of a high migration of resident population, the shortage
of interior spaces has prompted residents to share public spaces.
So the community atmosphere is strong in the village, and villagers

4.The public facilities are incomplete. For example, the public toilets
are too far away from residences, and there are no public baths in
the village. Meanwhile, the entertainment grounds are lacking.
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Dashilar Project

Operation Strategy

Social Layer

Physical Layer

Intervention Method

5

Precedents

Practical Layer

Operation Strategy
Dashilan is a redevelopment project launched in Beijing in 2011.
As one of the earliest blocks in Beijing, Dashilan is nicknamed
the “corner of city” because of the collapse of its infrastructures
and architectural structure. According to the operation strategy
of the Dashila project, it creates a platform rather than a plan.
On the platform, resources and sites are provided for different
cooperation projects. In terms of intervening measures at the
physical layer, some scattering nodes in the old block are
chosen, and the micro-update approach is adopted to realize
the integration of different industrial types, including art, local
residential culture, business, etc.

Concept
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Expansion as the second Layer of the City

MICRO-THERMAE CITY

Idea by
Yuan Chun Liu (Cam Liu)
nopurpose collective
Call for ideas 2019

Rome, Italy
Livia Allende
2011

Intervention Method
The Thermae of Cracalla was once one
of the largest thermal baths in the history
of Roman, but now it has become ruins.
The project creates a new grid system
based on the axis of the old site, which
not only inherits the spatial use flow line
of Romans and preserves the framework
of ancient city walls, but also implants
spaces with modern functions, such as
libraries, gyms, and baths into it. This
realizes the activation of the ruins and
integration of the ruins into modern life.
(Possibility of intervention modes) at the
physical layer.

Intervention Method
This project discusses new possibilities of the affordable housing
model under the condition of global housing inequality. In
response to houses with blurry ownership and the tenseness
of the spatial environment, collective spaces are created via
jo int management and production. The intervening measures
of the project pursue a re-layout of the remaining spaces, and
make use of the roof expansion to form cities at the second
layer to satisfy basic needs of the collective life. (Possibility of
intervention modes) at the social layer
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Leftover Space
De Monchaux,
Nicholas - Local code_ 3,659 proposals about data, design, and the nature of cities

“The Architecture of Madness”:
León Ferrari’s Héliographias

Concept

Intervention Method

León Ferrari (1920-2013) was a
conceptual painter from Argentine. This
is one work created by him in his crazy
building series. While appreciating his
works, I see the plane of a crazy city.
From this perspective, the boundary
between the interior space and the
exterior space is blurred. The domain
becomes a coexisting huge living room,
with spaces, including “bedroom”,
“kitchen”, “living room”, “corridor”,
“garage”, “storeroom”, etc. (Concepts)

This books is written by de Monchaux, Associate Professor
teaching architecture and urban design in the University
of California, Berkeley. He compiles the empty and
public land data of four cities, namely San Francisco,
Los Angeles, Venice and New York, and visualizes these
spaces. Then, he converts the data into a series of graphs,
charts and diagrams to demonstrate the scale and scale
of the dormant landscape. Meanwhile, he proposes
intervening measures for the poverty, heat island, crime
and other problems appearing in the dormant landscape.
(Possibility of intervening modes) at the practical layer
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Proposal Mutualism

6

Design
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My intervention is divided into two branches, including some public
spaces connected in series on arterial roads and private spaces in dotted
distribution.
At the practical layer, that these villages in cities might be finally demolished
by the government at last is considered, so the newly-built structure tends to
provide a temporary building made up of light materials and serving for less
than ten years.
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Concept
My concept is also demonstrated at the three scales.

Urban Scale

Architectural Scale

At the urban scale, the originally isolated village in city can become
a radiation center that connects the surroundings to create more
collective memories.

Collective memory

At the architectural scale, the overflowing of life caused by the
limitation of indoor spaces blurs the boundary between the indoor
and the outdoor, and adds more freedom and fun to it.

Soft boundry

At the body scale, more bottom-up constructions have been made
possible to achieve a high degree of self-adaptation and freedom
for their behavioral.
Human Scale

Self-growth

Therefore, two words can be used to describe my concept. They are
“overflowing boundaries”.

60

61

Programme

mahjong room (game room)
laundry
kitchen
living

park
public lavotory
retail

Existing
agriculture

agriculture land

Canopy

chicken farm
clothing plant

factory

storage
parking lot

shared programme
restaurant
living

gym

Sketch

outdoor theater
public bath room

Proposal
agriculture

Platform

grain-sunning ground
skill development room

factory
children care center
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Design logic
At the urban scale, new project will be located
on the platform on second floor.
At the architectural scale, some leftover spaces
on the ground are utilized. Some designed
furniture unit insert inside.
At the body scale, the column network structure
employed by the canopy and the platform
becomes the principal structure for new
construction to live in. The events happening
inside are constructed by the residence. The latter
two blur the boundary between the indoor and
the outdoor through the coverage of the canopy.
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Gym

Aerial View

Public bath room

Residence

Restaurant

Grain-sunning ground

Outdoor theater
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Skill development room

Factory
Farmland
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Ground Plan
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Section

Section A-A
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Life on the Ground
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Rendering
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