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7 May 2020 
' THURSDAY 

DEAR LAURIE 
' 

I feel like over the past six-seven 
weeks (we've been at home sine . 
M h) I • h e mrd-. arc my re at1ons _ ip to time and 
distance changed quite drasticall T 
distances I've passed through ov/; th~e 
past fe_w years -flying over several 
countries rn the span of a calend 
year- feel like remote realities nir 
Even going to the grocery store arw. 
h . . ound t e corner requires different kinds f 

effort and accompanies a specific; 
of alertness. Although I've always bYpe 

• h een attentive tot e materialities around 
I don't remember· ever being this aw me, 
of the surfaces I'm touching wheth are • , er it 
1s wood, plastic, fabric, human, animal 
or plant ... This awareness also comes 
wrth a particular slowness, one that I 
can't relate to any past experience. 

I spend most of my time cleaning, cooking, 
eating and attending Zoom meetings lrke you. 
As I mentioned in previous cor1·espondences, 
I'm .:,lso r·esorting to fiction over this puiod. 
Reading about universes Lhat don't have Lhi_s 
peculiar transforming force has been consoling_ 
me In terms of the other unjust material real1t1es 
you mentioned, I believe the virus is working 
consistently all around the world, underl1n1ng 
all the pre existing structures and condiLions 
of inequality, making them more visible than 
ever· and in the meanwhile radicalizing them. 
As Michael Marder phrased it much more . 
eloquently: "Transgressing old borders, the virus 
becomes a figure of sovereignty in the age of the 
disper·sion of power. To understand its workings 
is to get a glimpse of the way power operates 
today"' 

1 
Michael Marder, "The Corona Virus Is Us, .. New York Times_, . 
3 March 2020. https//www.nytimcs.com/2D20/03/03/op1n1on/the 
coronavirus- is-us.html 



As for my re/ationshi 

that is a/so cha . p to the futur 
• h ngrng 

117 
e 

Wrt my relationship t accordance 

teaching myse/f to th,o tr_n,e 1'111 

ternpora/ities, to Plan ~k rn Shorter 

seven days ahead, Withor only the next 

hab_rt of Using weeks as the learned 

of trme. Since ever ti . a 111easure 

further away seem; ,rng _else that rs 

ground, / try Only to ~~t'(rst on shaky 

immediate future that Pond to the 

so, my relationship to t~:arts In doing 

changing as We//, rn life Past rs 

seems like a distan/pa as an artist 

time, even though I wa:~n~~st of the 

on/y 47 days ago Co e stuct,
0 

F • ncerns / h d . 
ebruary about Particular r _a rn 

so rrre/evant, everything fe~/:Jeqs fee/ 

cornpared to the reality at han~rnor <;t I fr ,,- ,.c " u tc wotrh. 
u w 'c rrf,, ost y1J 



10 June 2020, 
VVEDNESDAV 

DEAR GUL~AH, 

I\Jow too much tillle has passed si 17 
wrote and your· questio11s lllight be ~e. You 
but I wi II try to addr·ess the 171 ar1yw I;cr-el7t, 
U.S., George Floyd was lllur·dered bay. 17 _the 

\I\ 25 d I . • Y Polrce 011 , ay , an t 1at r acrst lllurder ~ 
11 

. 
so many other·s has inspir·ed anr ·17SL 0 owr17g 

. . . ll'oe17c 
protests 111 solrdar·rty with Black3 /iv O e of 
the coumry ( and internationally) anei ~II over· 
For abolrshrng the polrce. It was inlp allrng 

ossrb/e for· people not to leave the COVID is 
1 

. 
d I d . . o atr 017 an put 011 mas<s an _Jorn people in the 

s_u-ects. I have been th111k1110 thrnLrol 
1 • • 0 ' o 1 t 1e 

lrchen wrrtrng, about structures and I · . 
of dollli11atio11 and subjection via thelrs~~- I res 
taxonolllic totelll pole of valued fo I-177

f frlous 
d • I • I · o lrfe crowne wrt1 a no11-I11c usrve_"hulllan" at ' 

the top, a category of sovereign individual 
to whrch lllany hulllans were/ ar·e still l7ot 

3 
/11 J~ily 2020, the Assoc1Z1.tccl Press c.11111m111ecd lh<e\t it 

1 wo1d "/31,,,ck" when used 111 the comcxt of rc.icc <.\ild CL;t~~;} Ci1pitc1li1c the 
would 1~m cJo ~he s,c1mc_l01 "white" bcc..\u\c "white people ;

11

211~cl 1'.7_c.lt It 
ni_uch_ less sh<>.1cd h1':>to1 y ,\1_KI culture, 2111d (lo 1101 h<-wc the ex W'1~_crc1I h,.wc 
of b~111,g c/lSUl/ll//lc."\l_cd <.\gc\1/~Sl hcG\llSC or .skin color." 1\ lc"\ll , ;~~I lc'. 1cc 
pt1h/1sl_1us 1r1 the U.S. h,\cJ c\l1c'::1dy hcc11 11)1Pk'll7Cllling ti. Y __ l_lcrs c\nd 

yc<-vs_ for_ nl"'llY rc"t.\srnic,, 11K)_l1d111,o;.; the dc_..., 11c lo P<"'Y r~,.., 

1
~-~t'"Ji

1
'-'ct,~c lor 

011gomg 111/llSllCC ~"1d lllCC)ll!lY, / l ~, lOillc;q of 

deellled to belo11g, c\lKI below wl11ci1 
other· forms or I I f'c h.:we bee11 c\Ssu,ned 
to be lesser· .:111d lesser, with lrche11s .:1t 
the bol\0177 .:IS "the exueI11eI1t of lr-ces" 
I·17e w1·iti11g .:1lso led rnc to Lh111ki11g .:1bout 
liche11ologists .:111d their· uI1usu.:1I p.:1ssio11 fo, 
studying this I11Mgi11.:1I 0I·g.:1I1IsI11 111 the 1ield, 
.:111d their· Clllbc1rr.:1ssments about be1110 
seen i11 public places, I1osc to the grn~r1d, 
butt in the c1i1· Then I 1·e.:1d .:1bolll Chr·isti.:111 
Cooper. He is the Black bir·dwatchcr who 
cncou11tcr-cd c1 white dog-w.:1lkc1· i11 Ccmral 
P,Hk i 11 NYC the s.:1I11c day thc1t I~Ioyd 
wc1s 177urdc1·cd. Whc11 Cooper· c1sked the 
wolllall Lo put her dog 011 a leash, which 
is the law i11 that par-t of Ccnnal Par·k, she 
called the police a11d Slar·ted scI·ca111i11g 
into the phone that an "African-Alllerican 
177a11" was th1·cate11i11g her in Central Par·k. 
In subsequem ar·ticles, other· Black bir·d­
watchers testified, lllatter·-of-factly, that 
they ar-e always vigilam whe11 out in the 
field with their bi11ocular-s, knowing that 
they will be seeI1 as suspicious if a white 
per·son sees the Ill, and S0llle of them 
routinely ask a white frie11d to go bird­
watching with them so as to I1ot make 
other· white snaI1geI·s u11co177fonable; they 
acquire a white chaperone i11 order to not 
have to worTy about being th1·eate11ed, 
arTestcd, or· killed. 





the 111 lC':i l)f L CC'1 ~ '"'' c'\ e-\ <3rur j r ,1,t '< {)rf I ll'/11 ~-c,,'L J .,J ~ cl pl<'L c I\ 1 h he ,c1illL ti le L \ 'L 11e, tP .,nJ \Cllt L'.IL k r l •11,1• L t H,>\\ c\11,1 \\ he d c1 I,, r r 1 l (' 17( ,\l r{) ., he '"" l d rt' I L 1 )US I l ' re \tl)L r L>rlL. I, , 1 ,nq '- d t'il pr1v<--\ 17,._v·ior 1 ..._, [al 1.,,1d c\/lu tr .IL l(ll ~' v( ( S.11 ' he I\' die. l'OLI 'l ,t .,~ irc,_\C ' I,' \nd \ilL' he ljlll'Stll I h ,IL h c\' >Lit I )Ir 11 -.>J 0/X'r \lld I "' c)\\ ,h.1t I )l c\ \\ \ S I.L k r lor 7~Cr ..._p7~ )rc'\1 t/C", <.,\') I t-h Lc\')e ,,f "'Ur •OL' ,,, rl-,t 4 ,'u of c '-IC''" ,,h sp.111s c\ L
1tc ,dt' c\ 'L 'ht' '1 e rc.~ec\rl h cllc\t's beLn ';l ins; clll SlllLC t le L)l,5_ \\' Mt 1s 1t 11;c. •c hcWL these. projects as long terr' co111pc\1l ons c1re thev often c\Ccompc1111ec, bl projects that hc\VC shorter temporc1I ties? If so whc1t are vour shon term co111pc\111011s nowadays? 
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DR. CA \PIIELL'S SAFE ARSENIC CO/SAFE ARSE;o,,1c COMPLE>dO;\ \\ Al ERS rould's Medicated Ar 1·~ulJ's Medicated Ar:.enic Comple:\.iOn Soap. 
"I .. 111 ,,1,1, I 

\d,h, 

-01.n LADIES 
If,· ., .. ,. 
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1 ,1, 1 ... rcnt, Cl.l'.\R, Ill UL 

DR. CAMPBELL'S 
SAFEARSENICCO,V LA DI ES rould's Medicated Ars 

!•11 ·,· ,\1,, 

DR. CA \PBELL'S SAFE ARSENIC co,,1PLEXION WAFERS 

} r R\ ~, t";,\:.:-11~• ~~~.~:i;::~:01\•,.;\:;~~: I !cmi,h, rn,:~h,,.,., ... ,oar..en~,,. red­nee . hc(.·;.k-., ,,r I""'\•' ~ .• ._, 

DR. CAMPBELL'S Dr Lt.,mpb! 1
\\:. s,,1e: \r...-e 111 l..omplcx c,r \\-,1c 

1d,crt,:,L 1Kr11 Ll1Co- 1~ r 
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