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This thesis project explored the scope of democracy and seek the
opportunity to relate the research into the discipline of architecture.
This one-year thesis journey started from “Democracy in Words’,
“Democracy as a Rule of Drawing”, which seek to develop a representation
system under the wide topic of democracy. The second part, “Behind
the Democratic Illustration”, used a series of collages and drawings to
understand a contemporary democratic crisis. And in the last part of the
thesis “Reveal the Democratic Truth’, develop an architectural project
based on the previous knowledge to reveal the predicament of the society
through a counter-design architectural proposal.
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Democracy in Words

What is “Democracy”? Whether it is a political system or a way of living, we've
all agreed that it is a pillar to a modern society. There are different literatures
describing the idea of democracy. In all the nations that operating democratic
form of government, democracy is written down in the constitution documents.
In this beginning part of the thesis project, I am exploring the democracy in this
language perspective, seeing how it is described and relates to other vocabulary and
expressions.

I picked the officially-written-in-English constitutions in 4 democratic countries
on the top list of Democratic Index from Economist Intelligence Unit: Australia,
Botswana, Ireland and United States. The documents were deconstructed into the
category of verbs, nouns and prepositions for further discovery.



WHEREAS the people of New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Queensland, and Tasmania, humbly relying on the blessing of Aimighty God, have agreed to unite in one indissoluble Federal Commonwealth under the Crown of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland, and under the ‘Constitution hereby established: Al vhereas s exped\em to provide for the into the Commonwealth of other 1 Colonies and 1s of the Queen: Be it therefore enacted by the
Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the eumomy of the same, as follows:— This Act may be cited as the Commonwealth
of Australia Constitution Act. The provisions of this Act referring to the Queen shall extend to Her Majesty's heirs and successors in the sovereignty of the United Kingdom. It shall be lawful for the Queen, with the advice of the Privy Council, to declare by
proclamation that, on and after a day therein appointed, not being later than one year after the passing of this Act, the people of New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Queensland, and Tasmania, and also, if Her Majesty is satisfied that the people
of Western Australia have agreed thereto, of Western Australia, shall be united \n a Federal Commonwealth under the name of the Commonwealth of Australia. But the Queen may, at any time after the proclamation, appoint a Governor-General for the

The of the shall take effect, on and after the day so appointed. But the Pariaments of (he several colonies may at any fme afler the passing of (his Act make any

such laws, to come mo operation on the day so appointed, as they might have made if me Constitution had taken effect 2l the passing of this Act. This Act, and all laws made by the Pari of the C under the C ion, shall be binding
on the courts, judges, and people of every State and of every part of the Commonwealm notwwthstanqu anythmq in the laws of any State; and the laws of the Commonwealth shall be in force on all British ships, the Queen's ships of war excepted, whose
first port of clearance and whose port of are in the Ci " The Commonwealth” shall mean the Col of Australia as established under this Act. " The States " shall mean such of the colonies of New South Wales, New

Zealand, Queensland, Tasmania, Victoria, Western Australia, and South Auslral\a_ including the northem Iermory of South Australia, as for the time being are parts of the Commonwealth, and such colonies or territories as may be admitted into or
established by the Commonwealth as States; and each of such parts of the Commonwealth shall be called " a State." " Original States " shall mean such States as are parts of the Commonwealth at its establishment. The Federal Council of Australasia
Act, 1885, is hereby repealed, but so as not to affect any laws passed by the Federal Council of Australasia and in force at the establishment of the Commonwealth. Any such law may be repealed as to any S(ale by the Parliament of the Commonwealth,
or as 1o any colony not being a State by the Parliament (hereof. After the passing of this Act the Colonial Boundaries Act, 1895, shall not apply to any colony which becomes a State of the C it the Commonwealth shall be taken to be a
self-governing colony for the purposes of that Act. The Constitution of the Commonwealth shall be as follows: THE CON: STITUTION. This Constitution is divided as follows— Chapter |.—The Parliament: F'art \ —General: Part Il—The Senate: Part Ill.—
The House of Representatives : Part IV.—Both Houses of the Parliament: Part V.—Powers of the Parliament: Chapter I.—The Executive Government: Chapter lll—The Judicature: Chapter IV.—Finance and Trade : Chapter V.—The States ; Chapter
VI.—New States : Chapter VI Chamer VIl Iterati n of the Constituti ‘ The Schedule. The Ieglslatlve power of (he Commonwealth shall be vested in a Federal Parliament, which shall consist of the Queen, a Senate, and a
ich is herein-after called * The Parii “or" The of t ppointed by the Queen shall be Her Majesty's representative in the Commonwealth, 2 <1/l Tiave 2nd may exerclse
in the Commonwealth during the Queen's pleasure, but subject to th\s Constitution, such powers and functions ol the Queen as Her Majesly maybe pleased to assign to him. There shall be payable to the Queen out of the Consolidated Revenue fund of
the Commonwesalth, for the salary of the Governor-( General an annual sum which, until the Parliament otherwise provides, shall be ten thousand pounds. The salary of a Governor-General shall not be altered during his continuance in office. The provisions
of this C relating to the extend and apply to the Governor-General for the time being, or such person as the Queen may appoint to administer the Government of the Commonwealth . but no such person shall be entitled to
receive any salary from the Commonwealth in respect OF any other office during his adminisaton of the Government of the Commonwealih. The Governor-General may appoint such times for holdlng the sessions of the Parliament as he thinks fit, 211
may also from time to time, by Proclamation or otherwise, prorogue the Parliament, and may in like manner dissolve the House of Representatives. After any general election the Parliament shall be summoned to meet not later than thirty days after the
day appointed for the return of the writs. The Parliament shall be summoned to meet not later than six months after the establishment of the Commonwealth. There shall be a session of the Parliament once at least in every year, so that twelve months
shall not intervene between the last sitting of the Pariament in one session and its first sitting in the next session. The Senate shall be composed of senators for each State, directly-chosen by the people of the State, voting, until the Parliament otherwise
provides, as one electorate. But until the Parliament of the Commonwealth otherwise provides, the Parliament of the State of Queensiand, if that State be an Original State, may make laws dividing the State into divisions and determining the number of
senators to be chosen for each division, and in the absence of such provision the State shall be one electorate. Until the Parliament otherwise provides there shall be six senators for each Original State. The Parliament may make laws increasing or
diminishing the number of senators for each State, but so that equal representation of the several Original States shall be maintained and that no Original State shall have less than six senators. The senators shall be chosen for a term of six years, and
the names of the senators chosen for each Slate shall be certified by the Governor to the Governor-General. 8. The qualification of electors of senators shall be in each State that which is Is prescribed by this Constitution, or by ihe Parliament, as e
qualification for electors of members of the House of Representatives ; but in the choosing of senators each elector shall vote only once. The of the C may make law: the method of choosing senators, but so that the.
method shall be uniform for all the States. Subject to any such law. the Parliament of each State may make laws prescribing the mefhod of choosing the senalors for that State. The Bt amentof a Sate may make laws for determining the times and
places of elections of senators for the State. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, but subject to this Constitution, the laws in force in each State, for the time being, relating to elections for the more numerous House of the Parliament of the State shall,
as nearly as practicable, apply to elections of senators for the State. The Senate may proceed to the despatch of business, notwithstanding the failure of any State to provide for its representation in the Senate. The Govemor of any State may cause Wi
to be issued for elections of senators for the State. In ease of the dissolution of the Senate the writs shall be issued within ten days from the proclamation of such dissolution. As soon as may be after the Senate first meets, and after each first meeting of
the Senate following a dissolution thereof, the Senate shall divide the senators chosen for each State into two classes, as nearly equal in number as practicable; =1 (e places of (he senators of the first class shall become vacant at the expiration of he
third year, and the places of those of the second class at the expiration of the sixth year, from the beginning of their term of service; and afterwards the places of senators shall become vacant at the expiration of six years from the beginning of their term
of service. The election to fill vacant places shall be made in the year at the expiration of which the places are to become vacant. For the purposes of this section the term of service of a senator shall be taken to begin on the first day of January following
the day of his elecﬂon except in the cases of the first e\ecuon and of the election next after any dissolution of the Senate, when it shall be taken to begin ou the first day of January preceding the day of his election. Whenever the number of senators for
a State is increased o the Parliament of the may make such provision for the vacating of the places of senators for the State as it deems necessary to maintain regularity in the rotation. | (e place of & senator becomes vacant
before the expiration o ha teimot service, the Houses oi Parliament of the State for which he was chosen shall, sitting and voting together, choose a person to hold the place until the expiration of the term, or until the election of a successor as herein-
after provided, whichever first happens. But if the Houses of Parliament of the State are not in session at the time when the vacancy is notified, the Governor of the State, with the advice of the Executive Council thereof, may appoint a person to hold the
place until the expiration of fourteen days after the beginning of the next session of the Parliament of the State, or until the election of a successor, whichever first happens. At the next general election of members of the House of Representatives, or at
the next election of senators for the State, whichever first happens, a successor shall, if the term has not then expired, be chosen to hold the place from the date of his election until the expiration of the term. The name of any senator so chosen or
appointed shall be cortified by the Governor of the State o the Governor-General. The qualifications of a senator shall be the same as those of a member of the House of Representatives. The Senate shall, before proceeding to the despatch of any other
business, choose a senator to be the President of the Senate ; and as often as the office of President becomes vacant the Senate shall again choose a senator to be the President. The President shall cease to hold his office if he ceases to be a senator.
He may ba removed from office by a vote of the Senate, or he may resign his office or his seat by writing addressed to the Governor-General. Before or during any absence of the President, the Senate may choose a senator to perform his duties in his
absence. A senator may, by writing addressed to the President, or to the Governor-General if there is no President o if the President is absent from the Commonwealth, resign his place, which thereupon shall become vacant. The place of a senator shall
become vacant if for two consecutive months of any session of the Pariament he, without the permission of the Senate, fails (o allend (he Senate. Whenever a vacancy happens in the Senate, the President, or if there is no Presldenl or if the President
is absent from the Commonwealth the Governor-General, shall notify the same (o the Governor of the State in the representation of which the vacancy has happened. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the presence of at least one-third of the whole
number of the senators shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Senate for the exercise of its powers. Questions arising in the Senate shall be determined by a majority of votes, and each senator sha\l have one vote. The President shall in all

cases be entitled to a vote ; and when the votes are equal the question shall pass in the negative. The House of shall be of members directly chosen by the people of the Commonwealh, and he number of such members
shall be, as nearly as practicable, twice the number of the senators. The number of members chosen in the several States shall be in proportion to the rumbers of thair peqple, and shal, unti the Pariament otherwise provides, be detarmined
whenever necessary, in the following manner:— (i)A quota shall be ascertained by dividing the number of the people of the Commonwealth, as shown by the latest statistics of the Commonwealth, by twice the number of the senators :(ii)The number of

members to be chosen in each State shall be determined by dividing the number of the people of the State, as shown by the latest statistics of the Commonwealth, by the quota; and if on such division there is a remainder greater than one-half of the
ta, one more member shall be chosen in the State. But notwithstanding anything in this section, five members at least shall be chosen in each Original State.For the purposes of the last section, if by the law of any State all persons of any race are
disqualified from voting at elections for the more numerous House of the Parliament of the State, then, in reckoning the number of the people of the State or of the Commonwealth, persons of that race resident in that State shall not be counted.
Notwithstanding anything in section twenty-four, the number of members to be chosen in each State at the first election shall be as follows: — New South Wales twenty-three; Victoria twenty; Queensland eight; South Australia six ; Tasmania five; Provided
that if Western Australia is an Original State, the numbers shall be as follows :— New South Wales twenty-six; Victoria twenty-three; Queensland nine; South Australia seven ; Western Australia five ; Tasmania five. Subject to this Constitution, the
Parliament may make laws for increasing or diminishing the number of the members of the House of Representatives. Every House of Representatives shall continue for three years from the first meeting of the House, and no longer, but may be sooner
dissolved by the Governor-General. Untl the Pariament of the Commonwealth otherwise provides, the Parliament of any State may make laws for determining the divisions in each State for which members of the House of Representatives may be
‘chosen, and the number of members to be chosen for each division. A division shall not be formed out of parts of different States. In the absence of other provision, each State shall be one electorate. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the qualification
of electors of members of the House of Representatives shall be in each State that which is prescribed by the law of the State as the qualification of electors of the more numerous House of Parliament of the State; but in the choosing of members each
elector shall vote only once. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, but subject to this Constitution, the laws in force in each State for the time being relating to elections for the more numerous House of the Parliament of the State shall, as nearly as
practicable, apply to elections in the State of members of the House of Representatives. The G I in Council may cause writs to be issued for general elections of members of the House of Representatives. /ter (he first general elecion
the writs shall be issued within ten days from the expiry of a House of Representatives or from the proclamation of a dissolution thereof. 33. Writs for vacancies. Whenever a vacancy happens in the House of Representatives, the Speaker shall issue his
writ for the election of a new member, or if there is no Speaker or if he is absent from the Commonwealth the Cover General in Council may issue the writ. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the qualifications of a member of the House of
Representatives shall be as follows :— (i)He must be of the full age of twenty-one years, and must be an elector entitled to vote at the election of members of the House of Representatives, or a person qualified to become such elector, and must have
been for three years at the least a, resident within the limits of the Commonwealth as existing at the time when he. is chosen : (ii)He must be a subject of the Queen, either natural-bomn or for at least five years naturalized under a law of the United Kingdom,
or of-a Colony which has become or becomes a State, or of the Commonwealth, or of a State. The House of shall, before to the despatch of any other business, choose a member to be the Speaker of the House, and as often
as the office of Speaker becomes vacant the House shall again choose a member to be the Speaker. The Speaker shall cease to hold his office if he ceases to be a member. He may be removed from office by a vote of the House, or he may resign his
office or his seat by writing addressed to the Governor-General. Before or during any absence of the Speaker, the House of Representatives may choose a member to perform his duties in his absence. A member may by writing ddrossed o e Speaker,
or to the Governor-General if there is no Speaker or if the Speaker is absent from the Commonwealth, resign his place, which thereupon shall become vacant. The place of a member shall become vacant if for two consecutive months of any session of
the Parliament he, without the permission of the House, fails to attend the House. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the presence of at least one-third of the whole number of the members of the House of Representatives shall be necessary to
constitute a meeting of the House for the exercise of its powers. Questions arising in the House of Representatives shall be determined by a maijority of votes other than that of the Speaker. The Speaker shall not vote unless the numbers are equal, an
then he shall have a easting vote. No adult person who has or acquires a right to vote at elections for the more numerous House of the Parliament of a State shall, while the right continues, be prevented by any law of the Commonwealth from voting at
elections for elther House of the Parliament of the Commonwealth. Every senator and every member of the House of Representatives shall before taking his seat make and subscribe before the Governor-General, or some person authorised by him, an
oath or affirmation of allegiance in the form set forth in the schedule to this Constitution. A member of either House of the Parliament shall be incapable of being chosen or of sitting as a member of the other House. Any person who— (i)ls under any
ackr of allegiance. , or adherence to a foreign power, or is a subject or a citizen or entitled to the rights or privileges of a subject or a citizen of a foreign power: or (ii)ls attainted of treason, or has been convicted and is under
sentence, or subject to be sentenced, for any offence punishable under the law of the Commonwealth or of a State by imprisonment for one year or longer : or (iif)ls an undischarged bankrupt or insolvent: or (iv)Holds any office of profit under the Crown,
or any pension payable during the pleasure of the Crown out of any of the revenues of the Commonwealth : or (v)Has any direct or indirect pecuniary interest in any agreement with the Public Service of the Commonwealth otherwise than as a member
and in common with the other members of an incorporated company consisting of more than twenty-five persons : shall be incapable of being chosen or of sitting as a senator or a member of the House of Representatives. But sub-section iv. does not
apply to the office of any of the Queen's Ministers of State for the Commonweaith, or of any of the Queen’s Ministers for a State, or to the receipt of pay, half pay, or a pension, by any person as an officer or member of the Queen's navy or army, o to the
receipt of pay as an officer or member of the naval or military forces of the Commonwealth by any person whose services are not wholly employed by the Commonwealth. If a senator or member of the House of Representatives— (i)Becomes subject to
any of the disabilities mentioned in the last preceding section : or (iijTakes the benefit, whether by assignment, composition, or otherwise, of any law relating to bankrupt or insolvent debtors : or (ii)Directly or indirectly takes or agrees to take any fee or
honorarium for services rendered to the Commonwealth, or for services rendered in the Parliament to any person or State : his place shall thereupon become vacant. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, any person declared by this Constitution to be
incapable of sitting as a senator or as a member of the House of Representatives shall, for every day on which he so sits, be liable to pay the sum of one hundred pounds to any person who sues for it in any court of competent jurisdiction. Until the
Parliament otherwise provides, any question respecting the qualification of a senator or of a member of the House of Representatives, or respecting a vacancy in either House of the Parliament, and any question of a disputed election to either House,
Shall be determined by (he House (1 which the question arses. Untl (he Parliament ofherwise provides, each senator and each member of the House of Representatives shall receive an allowance of four hundred pounds a year, to be reckoned from the
day on which he takes his seat. The powers, privileges, and immunities of the Senate and of the House of Representatives, and of the members and the committees of each House, shall be such as are declared by the Parliament ¢ untl declared shall

be those of the Commons House of Parliament of the United Kingdom, and of its members and committees, at the establishment of the Commonwealth. Each House of the Parliament may make rules and orders with respect to— (i)The mode in which
its powers, privileges, and immunities may be exercised and upheld © (i) The order and conduct of its business and proceedings eiiner separately or ointly with the ofher House The Parliament shall, subject to this Constitution, have power to make laws
for the peace, order, and good government of the Commonwealth with respect to - (i)Trade and commerce with other couniries, and among the Slates : (il Taxation ; but so as not to discriminate between States or parts of States: (ii)Bounties on the
production or exporf of goods, but sa that such bounties shall be uniform throughout the Commorwealth : (v)Borrowing maney on the publi credit o the Commonwealh : (v)Postal, telegraphic, telephonic, and other lie services : (v)The naval and
military defence of the Commonwealth and of the several States, and the control of the forces to execute and maintain the laws of the Commonwealth : (vii)Lighthouses, lightships, beacons and buoys : ( and observation

(X)Guaranting: (xIFisheries in AUSiralian waters beyond terioral imits - (q)Census and siaisice - (ACUMenGy. conage. and legal tender - GIITBENKING. oG han SIale banking : s150 SIats banking Sxtending byond he it of 1 State concemed.
the incorporation of banks, and the issue of paper money : (xiv)insurance, other than State insurance; also State insurance extending beyond the limits of the State concerned : (xv)Weights and measures : (xvi)Bills of exchange and promissory notes
(xvii)Bankruptcy and insolvency : (xviii) Copyrights, patents of inventions and designs, and trade marks : (xix)Naturalization and aliens : (xx)Foreign corporations, and trading or financial corporations formed within the limits of the Commonwealth
() Martage : xi)Divorce and matrimonial causes ; and in relation thereto, parental rights, and the custody and quardianship of nfants: (xxii) nvalid and old-age pensions : (xxiv)The service and execuiion throughout the Commonwealth of the civil and
criminal process and the judgments of the courts of the States : (xxv)The 1 throughout the C 1 of the laws, the public AGtS an 600145, and he judicial proceedings of the States : (xxvi)The people of any race, other than the aboriginal
race in any State, for whom it is deemed necessary to make special laws : (xxvii)immigration and emigration : (xxvii)The influx of criminals : (xxix)External affairs : (xxx)The relations of the Cammonealis Wi Grands of e Padite (xxxi)The acquisition
of property on just terms from any State or person for any purpose in respect of which the Parliament has power to make laws ; (xxxii)The control of railways with respect to transport for the naval and military purposes of the Commonwealth : (xxxiii)The
acquisition, with the consent of a State, of any railways of the State on terms arranged between the Commonwealth and the State: (xxxiv)Railway construction and extension in any State with the consent of that State : (xxxv)Conciliation and arbitration
for the prevention and settlement of industrial disputes extending beyond the limits of any one State :(xxxvi)Matters in respect of which this Constitution makes provision until the Pariiament otherwise provides : (xxviijMatters referred to the Parliament
of the Commonwealth by the Parliament or Parliaments of any State or States, but so that the law shall extend only to States by whose Parliaments the matter is referred, or which afterwards adopt the law: (xxxvii)The exercise within the Commonwealth
at the request or with the concurrence of the Parliaments of all the States directly concerned, of any power which can at the establishment of this Constitution be exercised only by the Parliament of the United Kingdom or by the Federal Council of
Australasia: (xxxix)Matters incidental to the execution of any power vested by this Constitution in the Parliament or in either House thereof, or in the Government of the Commonwealth, or in the Federal Judicature, o in any department or officer of the

Commonweih The Parliament shall, subject to this Constitution, have exclusive power to make laws for the peace, order, and good of the C vith respect to-— ()The seat of government o the Commonwealh, and all laces
acquired by the Commonwealth for public purposes : (ii)Matters rélating to any department of the public service the control of which is by this Constitution to the Executive of the C (iiiOther matters declared by this

Constitution to be within the exclusive power of the Parliament.Proposed laws appropriating revenue or moneys, or imposing taxation, shall not originate in the Senate. But a proposed law shall not be taken to appropriate revenue or moneys, or to impose
taxation, by reason only of its containing provisions for the imposition or appropriation of fines or other pecuniary penalties, or for the demand or payment or appropriation of fees for licences, or fees for services under the proposed law. The Senate may
not amend proposed laws imposing taxation, or proposed laws appropriating revenue or moneys for the ordinary annual services of the Government. The Senate may not amend any proposed law so as to increase any proposed charge or burden on the
people. The Senate may at any stage retum to the House of Representatives any proposed law which the Senate may not amend, requesting, by message, the omission or amendment of any items or provisions therein. And the House of Representatives
may, if it thinks fit, make any of such omissions or amendments, with or without modifications. Except as provided in this section, the Senate shall have equal with the House of Representatives in respect of all proposed laws. The proposed law which
appropriates revenue or moneys for the ordinary annual services of the Government shall deal only with such appropriation. Laws imposing taxation shall deal only with the imposition of taxation, and any provision therein dealing with any other matter
shall be of no effect. Laws imposing taxation, except laws imposing duties of customs or of excise, shall deal with one subject of taxation only: but laws imposing duties of customs shall deal with duties of customs only, and laws imposing duties of excise
shall deal with duties of excise only. A vote, resolution, or proposed law for the appropriation of revenue or moneys shall not be passed unless the purpose of the appropriation has in the same session been recommended by message of the Govemor-
Ceneral to he House in which the proposal originated. If the House of Representatives passes any proposed law, and the Senate rejects or fails to pass it, or passes it with amendments to which the House of Representatives will not agree, and if after
an interval of three months the House of Representatives, in the same or the nest session, again passes the proposed law with or without any amendments which have been made, suggested, or agreed to by the Senate, and the Senate rejects or fails
to pass it, or passes it with amendments to which the House of Representatives will not agree, the Governor-General may dissolve the Senate and the House of Representatives slmunaneously But such dissolution shall not take place within six months
before the date of the expiry of the House of Representatives by effluxion of time. If after such again passes the proposed law, with or without any amendments which have been made, suggested, or agreed to
by the Senate, and the Senate rejects or fails to pass it, or passes it with amendments to which the House of Representatives will not agree, the Governor-General may convene a joint sitting of the members of the Senate and of the House of
Representatives. The members present at the joint sitting may deliberate and shall vote together upon the proposed law as last proposed by the House of R , and upon amendments, if any, which have been made therein by one House and
not agreed to by the other, and any such amendments which are affirmed by an absolute majority of the total number of the members of the Senate and House of Representatives shall be taken to have been carried, and if the proposed law, with the
amendments, if any, so carried is affirmed by an absolute majority of the total number of the members of the Senate and House of Representatives, it shall be taken to have been duly passed by both Houses of the Parliament, and shall be presented to
the Governor-General for the Queen's assent. When a proposed law passed by both Houses of the Parliament is presented to the Governor-General for the Queen's assent, he shall declare, according to his discretion, but subjecl to this Constitution, that
he assents in the Queen's name, or that he withholds assent, or that he reserves the law for the Queen's pleasure. | e Governor-General may return (o the House in which it originated any proposed law so presented (o him, and may transmit therewith

which he may and the. Houses may deal with the recommendation. The Queen may disallow any law within one year from the Governor-General's assent, and such disallowance on being made known by the Governor-
Seneral by speech or message to each of the Houses of the Parliament, or by Proclamation, shall annul the law from the day when the disallowance is so made known. A proposed law reserved for the Queen's pleasure shall not have any force unless
and until within two years from the day on which it was presented to the Governor-General for the Queen's assent the Governor-General makes known, by speech or message to each of the Houses of the Parliament, or by Proclamation, that it has
received the Queen's assent. The executive power of the Commonwealth is vested in the Queen and is exerciseable by the Govemor-General = the Queen's representative, and extends to the execution and maintenance of this Constitution, and of the

laws of the Commonwealth. There shall he a Federal Executive Council to ad\/\se lhe Governor-General in the government of the Commonwealth, and the members of the Council shall be chosen and summoned by the Governor-General and sworn as
Executive Councillors, and shall hold office during his pleasure. The his Ce referring to the neral in Council shall be construed as referring to the Governor-General acting with the advice of the Federal Executive Council
The Governor-General may appoint officers to administer such departments of Sta(e of the C as the G | in Council may establish. Such officers shall hold office during the pleasure of the Governor-General. They shall be
members of the Federal Executive Council, and shall be the Queen's Ministers of State for the Commonwealth. After the first general election no Minister of State shall hold office for a longer period than three months unless he is or becomes a senator
or a member of the House of Representatives. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the Ministers of State shall not exceed seven in number, and shall hold such offices as the Parliament prescribes, or, in the absence of provision, as the Governor-
General directs. There shall be payable to the Queen, out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Commonwealth, for the salaries of the Ministers of State, an annual sum which, until the Parliament otherwise provides, shall not exceed twelve thousand
pounds a year. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the appointment and removal of all other officers of the Executive Government of the Commonweanh shall be vested in the Governor-General in Council, unless the appoiniment is delegated by the

Govermnor-General in Council or by a law of the Commonwealih to some other authority. The command in chief of the naval and military forces of the is vested in the G I as the Queen's represemallve On a date or dates to
be proclaimed by the Governor-General after the establishment of the Commonwealth the following departments of the public service in each State Sha\l become to the Commonwealth :— Posts, : Naval and military
defence : Lighthouses, lightships, beacons, and buoys : Quarantine. But the departments of customs and of excise in each State shall become transferred to the C ) on its establishment. In respect of ma“ers which, under this Constitution,

pass to the Executive Government of the Commonwealth, all powers and functions which at the establishment of the Commonwealth are vested in the Governor of a Colony, or in the Governor of a Colony with the advice of his Executive Council, or in
any authority of a Colony, shall vest in the Govemor-General, or in the Govemor-General in Council, or in the authority exercising similiar powers under the Commonwealth, as the case requires. The judicial power of the Commonwealth shall be vested
in a Federal Supreme Court, to be called the High Court of Australia, and in such other federal courts as the Parliament creates, and in such other courts as it invests with federal jurisdiction. The High Court shall consist of a Chief Justice, and so many
other Justices, not less than two, as the Parliament prescribes. The Justices of the High Court and of the other courts created by the Parliament— ()shall be appointed by the Governor-General in Council: (ii)shall not be removed except by the Governor-
General in Council, on an address from both Houses of the Pariiament in the same session, praying for such removal on the ground of proved misbehaviour or incapacity : (iijshall receive such remuneration as the Parliament may fix; but the remuneration

shall not be diminished during their continuance in office. The High Court shall have jurisdiction, with such exceptions and subject to such ions as the to hear and determine appeals from all judgments, decrees, orders, and
sentences— (I)Of any Justice or Justices exercising the original jurisdiction of the High Court: (i)Of any other federal court, or court exercising federal jurisdiction; or of the Supremie Court of any State, or of any other court of any State from which at the
establishment of the Commonwealth an appeal lies to the Queen in Council: (iil)Of the Inter-State Commission, but as to questions of law only : and the judgment of the High Court in all such cases shall be final and conclusive. But no exception or

requlation prescribed by the Parliament shall prevent the High Court from hearing and determining any appeal from the Supreme Court of a Sate in any matter in which at the establishment of the Commonwealth an appeal lies from such Supreme Court
to the Queen in Council. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the conditions of and restrictions on appeals to the Queen in Council from the Supreme Courts of the several States shall be applicable to appeals from them to the High Court. No appeal
shall be permitted to the Queen in Council from a decision of the High Court upon any question, howsoever arising, as to the limits inter s of the Constitutional powers of the Commonwealth and those of any State or States, or as to the limits inter se of
the Constitutional powers of any two or more States, unless the quh Court shall certify that the question is one which ought to be determined by Her Majesty in Council. The High Court may so certify if satisfied that for any special reason the certificate
should be granted, and thereupon an appeal shall lie to Her Majesty in Council on the question without further leave. Except as provided in this section, this Constitution shall not impair any right which the Queen may be pleased to exercise by virtue of
Her Royal prerogative to grant special leave of appeal from the High Court to Her Majesty in Council, The Parliament may make laws limiting the matters in which such leave may be asked, but proposed laws containing any such limitation shall be
reserved by the Governor-General for Her Majesty's pleasure. In all matters— (i)Arising under any treaty : (ii)Affecting consuls or otter representatives of other countries: (iii)ln which the Commonwealth, or a person suing or being sued on behalf of the
Commonwealth, is a party : (iv)Between States, or between residents of different States, or between a State and a resident of another State : (v)In which a writ of Mandamus or prohibition or an injunction is sought against an officer of the Commonweaith :
the High Court shall have original jurisdiction. The Parliament may make laws conferring original jurisdiction on the High Court in any matter— (i)Arising under this Constitution, or involving its interpretation : (i)Arising under any laws made by the
Parliament: (iii)Of Admiralty and maritime jurisdiction : (iv)Relating to the same subject-matter claimed under the laws of different States. With respect to any of the matters mentioned in the last two sections the Parliament may make laws— (i)Defining
the jurisdiction of any federal court other than the High Court:(ii)Denning the extent to which the jurisdiction of any federal court shall be exclusive of that which belongs to or is invested in the courts of the States : (iii)lnvesting any court of a State with
federal Junsd\ct\on The Parliament may make laws conferring rights to proceed agalr\st the Commonwealth or a State in respect of matters within the limits of the judicial power. The federal jurisdiction of any court may & be exercised by such r\umber of
judges as the The trial on of any offence against any law of the Commonwealth shall be by jury, and every such trial shall be held in the State where the offence was committed, and if the offence was not com

within any State the trial shall be held at such place or places as the Parliament prescribes. All revenues or moneys raised or received by the Executive shall form one C Revenue Fund, to be approprlaied
for the purposes of the Commonwealth in the manner and subject to the charges and liabilities imposed by this Constitution. The costs. charges, and expenses mcudem m the collection, management, and receipt of the Consolidated Revenue Fund shall
form the first charge thereon ; and the revenue of the Commonwealth shall in the first instance be applied to the payment of the expenditure of the Commonwealth. No money shall be drawn from the Treasury of the Commonwealth except under
appropriation made by law. But until the expiration of one month after the first meeting of the Parliament the Governor-General in Council may draw from the Treasury and expend such moneys as may be necessary for the maintenance of any department

transferred to the Commonwealth and for the holding of the first elections for the Parliament. When any department of the public service of a State becomes to the C all officers of the shall become subject to the
control of the Executive Govemment of the Commonwealth. Any such officer who is not retained in the service of the Commonwealth shall, unless he is appointed to some other office of equal emolument in the public service of the State, be entitled to

receive from the State any pension, gratuity, or other compensat\ar\ payable under the law of the State on the abolition of his office. Any stch officer who is retained in the service of the Commonwealth shall preserve all his existing and accruing rights,
and shall be entitled to retire from office at the time, and on the pension or retiring allowance, which would be permitted by the law of the State if his service with the Commonwealth were a continuation of his service with the State. Such pension or refiring
allowance shall be paid to him by the Commonwesalth ; but the State shall pay to the Commonwealth a part thereof, to be calculated on the proportion which his term of service with the State bears to his whole term of service, and for the purpose of the
calculation his salary shall be taken to be that paid to him by the State at the time of the transfer. Any officer who is, at the establishment of the Commonwealth, in the public service of a State, and who is by consent of the Governor of the State, with the
advice of the Executive Council thereof, transferred to (he public service of the Commonwealth, shall have the same rights as if he had been an officer of a department transferred to the Commonwealth and were retained in the service of the Commonwealth.
When any department of the public service of a State is transferred to the Commonwealth— (i)All property of the State of any kind, used exclusively in connexion with the department, shall become vested in the Commonwealth; but, in the case of the
departments controlling customs and excise and bounties, for such time only as the Governor-General in Council may declare to be necessary :(ii)The Commonwealth may acquire any property of the State, of any kind used, but not exclusively used in
connexion with the department; the value thereof shall, if no agreement can! be made, be ascertained in, as nearly as may be, the manner in which the value of land, or of an interest in land, taken by the State for public purposes is ascertained under the
law of the State in force at the 1t of the C (iliyThe Commonwealth shall compensate the State for the value of any property passing to the Commonwealth under this section; if no agreement can be made as to the mode of
compensation, it shall be determined under laws to be made by the Parhamer\t (iv)The Commonwealth shall, at the date of the transfer, assume the current obligations of the State in respect of the department transferred.On the establishment of the
Commonwealth, the collection and control of duties of customs and of excise, and the control of the payment of bounties, shall pass to the Executive of the C During a period of ten years after the establishment of the
Commonwealth and thereafter until the Parliament otherwise provides, of the net revenue of the Commonwealth from duties of customs and of excise not more than one-fourth shall be applied annually by the Commonwealth towards its expenditur

balance shall, in accordance with this Constitution, be paid to the several States, or applied towards the payment of interest on debts of the several States taken over by the Commonwealth.Uniform duties of customs shall be imposed within two years
after the establishment of the Commonwealth. Until the imposition of uniform duties of customs— (i)The Commonwealth shall credit to each State the revenues collected therein by the Commonwealth. (i) The Commonwealth shall debit to each State—
(a)The Expenditure therein of the C incurred solely mr me maintenance or continuance, as at the time of transfer, of any department transferred from the State to the Commonwealth; (b)The proportion of the State, according to the number
of its people, in the other expenditure of the Commonwealth. (iii)Th shall pay 1o each State month by month the balance (i any) in favour of the State.On the imposition of uniform duties of customs the power of the Parliament to impose
duties of customs and of excise, and to grant bounties on the productlon or export of goods, shall become exclusive. On the imposition of uniform duties of customs all laws of the several States imposing duties of customs or of excise, or offering bounties
on the production or export of goods, shall cease to have effect, but any grant of or agreement for any such bounty lawfully made by or under the authority of the Government of any State shall be taken to be good if made before the thirtieth day of June,
one thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight, and not otherwise. Nothing in this Constitution prohibits a State from granting any aid to or bounty on mining for gold, silver, or other metals, nor from granting, with the consent of both Houses of the Parliament
of the Commonwealth expressed by resolution, any aid to or bounty on the production or export of goods. On the imposition of uniform duties of customs, trade, commerce, and intercourse among the States, whether by means of internal carriage or
ocean navigation, shall be absolntely free. But notwithstanding anything in this Constitution, goods imported before the imposition of uniform duties of customs into any State, or into any Colony which, whilst the goods remain therein, becomes a State,
shall, on thence passing into another State within two years after the imposition of such duties, be liable to any duty chargeable on the importation of such goods into the Commonwealth, less any duty paid in respect of the goods on their importation
During the first five years after the imposition of uniform duties of customs, and thereafter until the Parliament otherwise provides— (i)The duties of customs chargeable on goods imported into a State and afterwards passing into another State for
consumption, and the duties of excise paid on goods produced or manufactured in a State and afterwards passing into another State for consumption, shall be taken to have been collected not in the former but in the latter State : (i)Subject to the last
subsection, the Commonwealth shall credit revenue, debit expenditure, and pay balances to the several States as prescribed for the period preceding the imposition of uniform duties of customs.After five years from the imposition of uniform duties of
customs, the Parliament may provide, on such basis as it deems fair, for the monthly payment to the several States of all surplus revenue of the Commonwealth. Notwithstanding anything in this Constitution, the Parliament of the State of Western
Australia, if that State be an Original Slate, may, during the first five years after the imposition of uniform duties of customs, impose duties of customs on goods passing into that State and not originally imported from beyond the limits of the Commonwealth;
and such duties shall be collected by the Commonwealth. But any duty so imposed on any goods shall not exceed during the first of such years the duty chargeable on the goods under the law of Westen Australia in force at the imposition of uniform
duties, and shall not exceed during the second, third, fourth, and fifth of such years respectively, four-fifths, three-fifths, two-fifths, and one-fifth of such latter duty, and all duties imposed under this section shall cease at the expiration of the fifth year after
the imposition of uniform duties. If at any time during the five years the duty on any goods under this section is higher than the duty imposed by the Commonwealth on the importation of the like goods, then such higher duty shall be collected on the goods
when imported into Western Australia from beyond the limits of the Commonwealth. During a period of ten years after the establishment of the Commonwealth and thereafter until the Pariiament otherwise provides, the Parliament may grant financial
assistance to any State on such terms and cond as the thinks fit. Until the otherwise provides, the laws in force in any Colony which has become or becomes a State with respect to the receipt of revenue and the expenditure
of money on account of the Government of the Colony, and the review and audit of such receipt and expenditure, shall apply to the receipt of revenue and the expenditure of money on account of the Commonwealth in the Slate in the same manner as if
the Commonwealth, or the Government or an officer of the Commonwealth, were mentioned whenever the Colony, or the Government or an officer of the Colony, is mentioned. The power of the Parliament to make laws with respect to trade and commerce
extends to navigation and shipping, and to railways the property of any State. The Commonwealth shall not, by any law or regulation of trade, commerce, or revenue, give preference to one State or any part thereof over another State or any part thereof.
The Commonwealth shall not, by any law or regulation of trade or commerce, abridge the right of a State or of the residents therein to the reasonable use of the waters of rivers for conservation or irrigation. There shall be an Inter-State Commission, with
such powers of adjudication and as the Parliament deems necessary for the execution and within the C 1, of the provisions of this Constitution relating to trade and commerce, and of all laws made thereunder.
The Parliament may by any law with respect to trade or commerce forbid, as to railways, any preference or discrimination by any State, or by any authority constituted under a State, if such preference or discrimination is undue and unreasonable, or
unjust to any State; due regard being had to the financial responsibilities incurred by any State in connexion with the construction and maintenance of its railways. But no preference or discrimination shall, within the meaning of this section, be taken to be
undue and unreasonable, or unjust fo any State, unless so adjudged by the Inter-State Commission. The members of the Inter-State Commission— (i)shall be appointed by the Govemnor-General in Council :(if)shall hold office for seven years, but may be
removed within that time by the Govemor-General in Council, on an address from both Houses of the Parliament in the same session praying for such removal on the ground of proved misbehaviour or incapacity :(iii)shall receive such remuneration as
the Parliament may fix ; but such remuneration shall not be diminished during their continuance in office. Nothing in this Constitution shall render unlawful any rate for the carriage of goods upon a railway, the property of a State, if the rate is deemed by
the Inter-St; to be n ary for the 1t of the territory of the State, and if the rate applies equally to goods within the State and to goods passing into the State from other States. The Parliament may take over from the States
their public dems as existing at the establishment of the Commonwealth, or a proportion thereof according to the respective numbers of their people as shown by the latest statistics of the Commonwealth, and may convert, renew, or consolidate such
debts, or any part thereof; and the States shall indemnify the Commonwealth in respect of the debts taken over, and thereafter the interest payable in respect of the debts shall be deducted and retained from the portions of the surplus revenue of the
Commonwealin payable 1o the several States, or if such surplus is insufficient, or if there is no surplus. then the deficiency or the whole amount shall be paid by (he several States. The Constitution of each State of the Commonwealth shall, subject to this
Constitution, continue as at the establishment of the Commonwealth, or 2 at the adrmission or establishment of the State, as the case may be, until altered in accordance with the Constitution of the State. Every power of the Parliament of a Colony which

has become or becomes a State, shall, unless it is by this Constitution vested in the of the Commonwealth or withdrawn from the Parliament of the State, continue as at the establishment of the Commonwezalth, or as at the admission
or establshment of the Sta, as the casg may be. 108, Saving of Stale laws. Every law in force in 2 Colony which has become or becomes a State, and relating o any matier within the powers of he Parliament of the Commonwezlth shall subject o
this Constitution, continue in force in the State ; and, until provision is made in that behalf by th of the C the of the State shall have such powers of alteration and of repeal in respect of any such law as the Parliament

of the Colony had until the Colony became a State. When a law of a State is inconsistent with a Iaw of the Commonwealth, the Iattershall prevail, and the former shall, to the extent of the inconsistency, be invalid. The provisions of this Constitution relating
1o the Governor of a State extend and apply 1o the Governor for the time being of e Stale, or other chief executive officer or administrator of the government of the State. The Parliament of a State may surrender any part of the State to the Commonwealth;

and upon such surrender, and the acceptance thereof by the Commonwealth, such part of the State shall become subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the Commonwealth. After uniform duties of customs have been imposed, a State may levy on imports
or exports, or on goods passing into or out of the State, such charges as may be necessary for executing the inspection laws of the State; but the net produce of all chargess so levied shall be for the use of the Commonwealth: and any such inspection
laws may be annulled by the Parliament of the Commonwealth. All fermented; distilled, or other intoxicating liquids passing into any State or remaining therein for use, consumption, sale, or storage, shall be subject to the laws of the State as if such liquids
had been produced i the Siate. A State shall not, without the consent of the Parliament of the Commonwealth, raise or maintain any naval or military force, or impose any tax on property of any kind belonging to the Commonwealth, nor shall the
Commonwealth impose any tax on property of any kind belonging to a State. A Statc shall not coin money, nor Make anyining bit goid and siver coin 2 eoal fender in payment of debis. | he Commonwealin shall not make any law or establishing any
religion, or for imposing any religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no religious test shall be required as a qualification for any office or public trust under the Commonwealth. A subject of the Queen, resident in any
State, shall not be subject in any other State to any disability or discrimination which would not be equally applicable to him if he were a subjecmﬂhe Queen resident in such other State. - ull faith and credit shall be given, throughout the Commonwealth

10 1he laws, the public Acts and records and e udicial proceedngs of every Siate. The Commonwealth shall protect every State against invasion and, on the application of the Executive Government of the State, against domestic violence. Every State

shall make provision for the detention i risons of persons accused or convicted of offences against the laws of the Commonwealth, =10 (01 (e pUrishment of persons convicied of such ofiences, and (he Parlament of e Commonweal(h may make
laws 1o give effect (o this provision. The Parliament may admit to the Commonwealth or establish new States, and may upon such admission o establishment make or impose such terms and conditions, including the extent of representation in either
House of the Parliament, as it thinks fit. The Parliament may make laws for the government of any territory surrendered by any State to and accepted by the Commonwealth, or o7 2y (erriiony placed by (he Queen Lnder he auihorty of and accepied by
the Commonwealth, or otherwise acquired by the Commonwealth, and may allow the representation of such territory in either House of the Parliament to the extent and on the terms which it thinks fit. The Parliament of the Commonwealth may, with the
consent of the Parliament of a State, and the approval of the majority of the electors of the State voting upon the question, increase, diminish, or otherwise alter the limits of the State, upon such terms and condilions as may be agreed on, and may, with
the like consent, make provision respecting the effect and operation of any increase or diminution o alteration of territory in relation to any State affected. A new State may be formed by separation of territory from a State, but only with the consent of the
Parliament thereof, and a new State may be formed by the union of two or more States or parts of States, but only with the consent of the Parliaments of the States affected. The seat of Government of the Commonwealth shall be determined by the
Parliament, and shall be within territory which shall have been granted to or acquired by the Commonwealth, and shall be vested in and belong to the Commonwealth, and shall be in the State of New South Wales, and be distant not less than one hundred
miles from Sydney. Such territory shall contain an area of not less than one hundred square miles, and such portion thereof as shall consist of Crown lands shall be granted to the Commonwealth without any payment therefor. The Parliament shall sit at
Melbourne until it meet at the seat of Government. The Queen may authorise the Governor-General to appoint any person, or any persons jointly or severally, to be his deputy or deputies within any part of the Commonwealth, and in that capacity to
exercise during the pleasure of the Govemor-General such powers and functions of the Governor-General as he thinks fit to assign to such deputy or deputies, subject to any limitations expressed or directions given by the Queen: but the appointment of
such deputy or deputies shall not affect the exercise by the Governor-General himself 01 any power or function. In reckoning the numbers of the people of the Commonwealith, or of a State or other part of the Commonwealth, aboriginal natives shall not
be counted. This Constitution shall not be altered except in the following manner: posed law for the alteration thereof must be passed by an absolute majority of each House of the Parliament, =d not less than two nor more than s months,
after its passage through both Houses the proposed law shall be submitted in each Sta(e to the electors qualified to vote for the election of members of the House of Representatives. But if either House passes any such proposed law by an absolute
majority, and the other House rejects or fails to pass it or passes it with any amendment to which the first-mentioned House will not agree, and if after an interval of three months the first-mentioned House in the same or the next session again passes the
proposed law by an absolute majority with or without any amendment which has been made or agreed to by the other House, and such other House rejects or fails to pass it or passes it with any to which the first-i ioned House will not
agree, the Governor-General may submit the proposed law as last proposed by the first-mentioned House, and either with or without any amendments subsequently agreed to by both Houses, to the electors in each State qualified to vote for the election
of the House of Representatives. When a proposed law is submitted to the electors the vote shall be taken in such manner as the . But until the of electors of members of the House of Representatives becomes uniform
throughout the Commonwealth, only one-half the electors voting for and against the proposed law shall be counted in any State in which adult suffrage prevails. And if in a majority of the States a majority of the electors voting approve the proposed law,
and if a majority of all the electors voting also approve the proposed law, it shall be presented to the Governor-General for the Queen's assent. No alteration diminishing the proportionate representation of any State in either House of the Parliament, or
the minimum number of representatives of a State in the House of Representatives, or increasing, diminishing, or otherwise altering the limits of the State, or in any manner affecting the provisions of the Constitution in relation thereto, shall become law
unless the majority of the electors voting in that State approve the proposed law.




Botswana i a sovereign Republic. The Public Seal of the Republic shall be such device as may be prescribed by or under an Act of Parliament. Whereas every person in Botswana is entitled to the fundamental rights and freedoms of the individual, 1121 s (0 say. e rioht,
whatever his race, place of origin, political opinions, colour, creed or sex, but subject to respect for the fights and freedoms of others and for the public interest to each and all of the following, namely— (a) lfe, liberty, security of the person and the protection of the law; (b) freedom
of conscience, of expression and of assembly and association; and (c) protection for the privacy of his home and other property and from deprivation of property without compensation, the provisions of this Chapter shall have effect for the purpose of affording protection to those
rights and freedoms subject to such limitations of that protection as are contained in those provisions, being limitations designed to ensure that the enjoyment of the said rights and freedoms by any individual does not prejudice the rights and freedoms of others or the public
inferest. (1) No person shall be deprived of hs ife ntentionally save In execution of the sentence of & court i respect of an offence under the Iaw in force in Bolswana of which he has been convicted. (2) A person shll not be regardd as having been deprived of s ife in
contravanton of Subsoction (1) O e SeEhon f hi digs 35 e tesull of 176 e, 1o Spch xtent and in such GIrELMGENGSS £5 ar permmilod by law, of Such Torts 55 S foasonably JuSTEIIG. (a)for e deférios of any person fom violenes or for the et of property; (0) in order
lo effect a aful amest o to preven the escape of @ person lawfully detained; (c)for the purpose of suppressing a iol, insurrection or mutny: o (d) in order o prevent the commission by that person of a erminal offence or i he dies as the resultof a lawfulact of war. (1) N
person shall bo daprived of s porsonal BB save a5 may be auhorized by lawin any of th folowing ases, That 1 to Say.— (2) It axaculion of h Sentance or ordar of & couts, whother esiabiished for Botswana or Somé other country. in fespect of a criminGl offence of which
he has been convicted; (b) in execution of the order of a court of record punishing him PR contempt of that or another court; (c) in execution of the order of a court made to secure the fulfilment of any obligation imposed on him by aw; (d) for the purpose of bringing him before a
court in execution of the order of a court; (e) upon reasonable suspicion of his having committed, or being about to commit, a criminal offence under the law in force in Botswana; (f) under the order of a court or with the consent of his parent or guardian, for his education or welfare
Guring any period ending ot later than e Gate when e aliains the age of 18 years, 3) for 1Ne pUTboSe of preventing the spread af an infeciious of Conlagious isease: () in the Case of a parson Who Is, of 18 reasonably suspeCied o be, of unsound mind, addicted to drigs or
alcohol, or a vagrant, for the purpose of his care or treatment or the protection of the community; (i) for the purpose of preventing the unlawful entry of that person into Botswana, or for the purpose of effecting the expulsion, extradition or other lawful removal of that person from
Botswana, or for the purpose of restricting that person while he is being conveyed through Botswana in the course of his extradition or removal as a convicted prisoner from one country to another; (j) to such extent as may be necessary in the execution of a lawful order requiring
that person to remain within a specified area within Botswana or prohibiting him from being within such an area, or to such extent as may be reasonably justifiable for the taking of proceedings against that person relating to the making of any such order, or to such extent as mas
be reasonably justifiable for restraining that person during any visit that he is permitted to make to any part of Botswana in which, in consequence of any such order, his presence would otherwise be unlawful; o (k) for the purpose of ensuring the safety of aircraft in flight. (2) Any
person who is arrested or detained shall be informed as soon as reasonably practicable, in a language that he understands, of the reasons for his arrest or detention. (3) Any person who is arrested or detained— (a) for the purpose of bringing him before a court in execution of
the order of a court; or(b) upon reasonable suspicion of his having committed, or being about to commit, a criminal offence under the law in force in Botswana, and who is not released, shall be brought as soon as is reasonably practicable before a court, and if any person arrested
or detained as mentioned in paragraph (b) of this subsection is not tried within a reasonable time, then, without prejudice to any further proceedings that may be brought against him, he shall be released either unconditionally or upon reasonable conditions, including in particular
such conditions as are reasonably necessary to ensure that he appears at a later date for trial or for proceedings preliminary fo trial. (4) Any person who is unlawfully arrested or detained by any other person shall be entitied to compensation therefor from that other person. (1)
No person shall be held in slavery or servitude. (2) No person shall be required to perform forced labour. (3) For the purposes of this section, the expression "forced labour” does not include— (a) any labour required in consequence of the sentence or order of a court;(b) labour
required of any person while he is lawfully detained that, though not required in consequence of the sentence or order of a court, is reasonably necessary in the interests of hygiene or for the maintenance of the place at which he is detained; (c) any labour required of a member
of a disciplined force in pursuance of his duties as such or, in the case of a person who has conscientious objections to service as a member of a naval, military or air force, any labour that that person is required by law to perform in place of such service; (d) any labour required
during any period of public emergency or in the event of any other emergency or calamity that threatens the life and well-being of the community, to the extent that the requiring of such labour is reasonably justifiable in the circumstances of any Situation arising or existing during
that period or as a result of that other emergency or calamity, for the purpose of dealing with that situation; or (e) any labour reasonably required as part of reasonable and normal communal or other civic obligations. (1) No person shall be subjected to torturé or to inhuman or
degrading purishment r other rsatment.(2) Nothing containd in or done under the authority of any Iaw shall be held to be inconsistent withor in conlravention of tis section to the extent that the law in queslion athorizes the nficion of any descrption of punishment that was
510 T COUN e ely Deore e Coming 10 opersiion of (s Consiuion (1) No property of any description shall be compulsorily taken possession of, and no interest in or right over property of any description shall be compulsorily acquired, except where the following
d, tha y aking of or acquisiion s necessary or expedient-_. () inthe nterests of defence, public safety. public order,publc moraly, public oahy o and couniry PaNnG orland setament ) n Ordel t secure (he dovelopment
Pt that, or other, property for a purpose beneficial to the community; or (ii) in order to secure the development or utilization of the minerai resources of Botswana; and (b) provision is made by a law applicable to that taking of possession or acquisition— (i) for the
prompt payment of adequate compensation; and (i) securing to any person having an interest in or right over the property a right of access to the High Court, either direct or on appeal from any other authority, for the determination of his interest or right, the legality of the taking
of possession or acquisition of the property, interest or right, and the amount of any compensation to which he is entitied, and for the purpose of obtaining prompt payment of that compensation. (2) No person who is entitied to compensation under this section shall be prevented
from remitting, within a reasonable time after he has received any amount of that compensation, the whole of that amount (free from any deduction, charge or tax made or levied in respect of its remission) to any country of his choice outside Botswana. (3) Subsection (1)(b)(i) of
this section shall be deemed to be satisfied in relation to any 30 of 1969 Law applicable to the taking of possession of minerals or the acquisition of rights to minerals if that law makes provision for the payment at reasonable intervals of adequate royalties. (4) Nothing contained
in or done under the authority of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of subsection (2) of this section to the extent that the law in question authorizes— () the attachment, by order of a court, of any amount of compensation to which a person is entitled
in satisfaction of the judgment of a court or pending the determination of civil proceedings to which he is a party; or (b) the imposition of reasonable resrictions on the manner in which any amount of compensation s to be remitted. (5) Nothing contained in or done under the
authority of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of subsection (1) of this section— (a) fo the extent that the law in question makes provision for the taking of possession or acquisition of any property— (i) in satisfaction of any tax, rate or due; (i) by way
of penaly for breach of the law whether under vl pracess o after convicton of a crimina affence under the aw in force i Botswan () as an incident of a leass, tenancy, morigage. charge, bil of sale, pledge or contrac; v) n the exccuon ofjudgments o orders of a court
r the f civil rights or (v)in where it is reasonably necessary to do so because the property is in a dangerous state or injurious to the health of human beings, animals or plants; (vi) in consequence of any law with respect
1o EreS it of abtonssor (vii for so long only as may be necessary for the purposes of any examination, investigation, trial o inquiry or, in the case of land, for the purposes of the carrying out thereon of work of soil conservation or the conservation of other natural resources
or work relating to agriculfural development or improvement (being work relating to such development or improvement that the owner or occupier of the land has been required, and has without reasonable excuse refused or failed, to carry out), and except so far as that provision
or, as the case may be, the thing done under the authority thereof is shown not to be reasonably justifiable in a democratic society: or (b) to the extent that the law in question makes provision for the taking of possession or acquisition of— (i) enemy property; (ii) property of a
deceased person, a person of unsound mind, a person who has not attained the age of 21 years, a prodigal, or a person who is absent from Botswana, for the purpose of its administration for the benefit of the persons entitied to the beneficial interest therein; (ii) property of a
persn declared fo be nsalvent or a body corporate in iquidaton, for the purpose of ts administation for the benefit of the crcltors of the insolvent or body corporate and, subject thereto, for the benefit of other persons eniile to the beneficalinerest i the property: or ()
property subject to a trust, for the purpose of vesting the property in persons appointed as trustees under the instrument creating the trust or by a court, or by order of a court, for the purpose of giving effect to the trust. (6) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any
aw shall e held to be inconsistont with or in contravention of subsection (1) of (i section to the extent that the law i question makes provision for the compuisory taking of possession n the puBIC nterest of any propefty. orthe compuisory acquision n the publicnterest i or
right over property, where that property, interest or right is held by a body corporate established by law for public purposes in which no moneys have been invested other than moneys provided by Parliament. (1) Except with his own consent, no person shall be subjected
Sarch of his porsan of his properly or the aniry by olhers on his pramises, (2) Nothing contained in of done under the authority of any law shall bé held to be inconsistent with or i coniravention of tis Seclion fo the extont that e Faw n aueStion makes provisior. (@) (ht 15
reasonamy required in the interests of defence, public safety, public order, public morality, public health, town and country planning, the development and utilization of mineral resources, for the purpose of any census or in order to secure the development or utilization of any
r a purpose beneficial to the community; (b) that is reasonably required for the purpose of protecting the rights or freedoms of other persons; (c) that authorizes an officer or agent of the Government of Botswana, a local goverment authority or a body corporate
b by law for a public purpose to enter on the premises of any person in order to inspect those premises or anything thereon for the purpose of any tax, rate or duty or in order to carry out work connected with any property that is lawfully on those premises and that
belongsto that Govemment, authoriy or bady corporate as the case may bes o (¢)that autharizes, for he purpose of enforcing the fudgment or order f 2 court i any cvil praceedings the search of any person or property by arder of 3 court o enly upon any premises by such
Order, and except 5o far as el provision or, s (he case may be anyihing done under (he authonly (hereol s Shown 1o o be reasonably ustifiable i a democratic sociely. (1) If any person is charged with a criminal offence, then, unless the charge is withdrawn, the case shall
b afforded afaif hearing withn a reasonabls tme by an independent and impartal court established of recognized by law, (2) Every persor o s chirged il 2 criminal offence — (2)shallbe prestimed o be oocent il 7€ s Drovad of hos ploaded gully: (0 Shall bs mformed
s soon as reasonably practicable n a language that he undersiands and in detail, ofthe nature of the ffence charged (c) shall be given adequate time and facilities for the preparation of his defence; (d) shall be permitted to defend himself before the court in person or, at his
own expense, by a legal representative of his own choice;(e) shall be afforded facilities to examine in person or by his legal representative the witnesses called by the prosecution before the court, and to obtain the attendance and carry out the examination of witnesses to testify
on his benalf before the Caurt on the same condions as thosa applying to withesses called by the prosecution: and () shal be permitted o have without payment the assistan of an interpretr f he cannt understand the language used at the tral ofthe charge, and exept ith
his own consent the trial shall not take place in his absence unless he so conducts himself as to render the in his presence and the court has ordered him to be removed and the trial to proceed in his absence. (3) When a person is
iried for any criminal cffence, the aCcuSed person of any person authorizad by him in hat benalf shall, i he 5o fequires and sumec( o bayment of such reasonaii fee as may be prescribed by law: be given within a reasonable ime afte Juagment & copy fo the Use of the accused
person of any record of the proceedings made by or on behalf of the court. (4) No person shall be held to be guilty of a criminal offence on account of any act or omission that did not, at the time it took place, constitute such an offence, and no peraly shall be imposed for any
criminal offence that is severer in degree or description than the maximum penalty that might have been imposed for that offence at the time when it was committed. (5) No person who shows that he has been tried by a competent court for a criminal offence and either convicted
or acquitted shall again be tried for that offence or for any other criminal offence of which he could have been convicted at the trial for that offence, save upon the order of a superior court in the course of appeal or review proceedings relating to the conviction or acquittal.(6) No
person shall be tried for a criminal offence if he shows that he has been pardoned for that offence. (7) No person who is tried for a criminal offence shall be compelled to give evidence at the trial. (8) No person shall be convicted of a criminal offence unless that offence is definex
and the penalty therefor is prescribed in a written law: Provided that nothing in this subsection shall prevent a court of record from punishing any person for contempt of itself notwithstanding that the act or omission constituting the contempt is not defined in a written law and the
penalty therefor is not so prescribed. (9) Any court or other adjudicating authority prescribed by law for the determination of the existence or extent of any civil right or obligation shall be established or recognized by law and shall be independent and impartial; and where
proceedings for such a determination are instituted by any person before such a court or other adjudicating authority, the case shall be given a fair hearing within a reasonable time. (10) Except with the agreement of all the parties thereto, all proceedings of every court and
Procaedings for the detarmination of the exstence or extent of any cvil Rt of Gbigation before any other adjudicating authorty,Including the announcemant of the deaiion of the court o other autnort. shall b held in publi (11) Noting in subsection (10) shall pravent the
courtor other adjudicating authorty from excluding from the procasdings persons other than the paries therelo and therlegal epresentalives to such extent a the court o other authority— (a) may consider necessary or expedient n rcumstances where pubicfy would prefudioe

the interests of justice or in v (b) may be by law to do so in the interests of defence, public safety, public order, public morality, the welfare of persons under the age of 18 years or the protection of the private lives of persons concerned in
the proceadings. (12) Nothing contained in or done-under the authority of any 1aw 2hall be held o be inconsistent with or I Contraventon of — (a) subsection (2)(2) ofthis Séclion to the extent that the law in quesiion imposes upon any person charged with & caminal offence the
burden of proving particular facts; (b) subsection (2)(d) or (2)(e) of this section to the extent that the law in question prohibits legal before a court in r an offence under customary law (being proceedings against any person who, under

that law, is subject to that law); (c) subsection (2)(c) of this section to the extent that the law in question imposes reasonable conditions that must be satisfied if witnesses called to tesify on behalf of an accused person are to be paid their expenses out of public funds; (d)
subsection (5) of this section to'the extent that the law in question authorizes a court to try a member of a disciplined force for a criminal offence notwithstanding any trial and conviction or acquittal of that member under the disciplinary law of that force, so, however, that any court
50 trying such a member and convicting him shall in sentencing him to any punishment take into account any punishment awarded him under that disciplinary law; (e) subsection (8) of this section to the extent that the law in question authorizes a court to convict a person of a
criminal offence under any customary law to which, by virtue of that law, such person is subject.(13) In the case of any person who is held in lawful detention, the provisions of subsection (1), subsection (2)(d) and (e) and subsection (3) of this section shall not apply in relation to
his trial for 2 criminal offence under the law regulating the discipline of pérsons held in such detention (14) In this section “criminal offence” means a criminal offence under (he law in force in Bolswana. (1) Except with his own consent, no person shall be hindered in the enjoyment
of his freedom of conscience, and for the purposes of this section the said freedom includes freedom of thought and of religion, freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others, and both in public and in private, to manifest and
propagate s eligion or balel in worship, taahing, practios and absarvance. (2) Every roligious community Shall be entiiec, ot s owr expense, to Gatablish and Mmaintain places of educalion and 1o manage any Iace of 6cucation which § whally MaiR(EINg: andno suah communy
Shall be prevented from providing religious instruction for persons of that community in the course of any education provided at any place of education which it wholly maintains or in the course of any education which it otherwise provides. (3) Except with his own consent (o, if
he is a minor, the consent of his guardian) no person attending any place of education shall be required to receive religious instruction or to take part in or attend any religious ceremony or observance if that instruction, ceremony or observance relates to a religion other than his
own. (4) No person shall be compelled to take any oath which is contrary to his religion or belief or to take any oath in a manner which is contrary to his religion or belief. (5) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in
contravention of this section to the extent that the law in question makes provision which is reasonably required— (a) in the interests of defence, public safety, public order, public morality or public health; or (b) for the purpose of protecting the rights and freedoms of other persons,
including the right to observe and practse any reiion wihout the unsalited interventon of members of any other reliion, and exoept o far a¢ that prvision or. as the case may b the thing done under the suthority thereo is Shou not o be reasonably ustfable in a
democralic sociely (1) Except with his own consent, no person shall be hindered in the enjoyment of his freedom of expression, that is to say, freedom to hold opinions without interference, freedom to eceive deas and i
ideas and information without interference (whether the communication be to the public generally or to any person or class of persons) and freedom from inter e, (2) Nothing Contained n or done under the authorty of any Jaw shall be neld o be
InconaStent with of 1n Contravention of n Seciion (0 1na xtant thal I Jaw I QULSON aKeS rovision, (2) That i reasanaliy roquiod in ins Merosts of Gefones, public cafety puhe order. publc moraly or public haalih or (b) hat s reasondoly required o7 the purpoSe of
protecting the reputations, rights and freedoms of other persons or the private lives of persons concerned in legal proceedings, preventing the disclosure of received in confiden the authority and of the courts, regulating educational
institutions in the interests of persons receiving instruction therein, or regulating the technical administration or the technical operation of telephony, telegraphy, posts, wireless, broadcasting or television; or (c) that imposes restrictions upon public officers, employees of local
Government bodies, o teachers, and except sofa as thal provison or. as the case may be, the thing done under the authorly thereof is shown no 6 be reasonably usfiatle n a democrati society. (1) Except with his own consent, no person shall be hindered in the enjoyment
of his freedom of assembly and association, that is to say, his right to assemble freely and associate with other persons and in particular to form or belong to trade unions or other associations for the protection of his interests. () 15111 coriainect 1 o done Jder e Aoy
of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of this section to the extent that the law in question makes provision— (a) that is reasonamy TGquied i the Interects of Gefence, public safety. pubIC oroer, publc MOTay or public healtf (b) that s reasonably
required for the purpose of protecting the rights or freedoms of other persons; (c) that imposes restrictions upon public officers, employees of local government bodies, or teachers; or (d) for the registration of trade unions and associations of trade unions in a register established
by or under any law, and for imposing reasonable conditions relating to the requirements for entry on such a register (including conditions as to the minimum number of persons necessary to constitute a trade union qualified for registration, or of members necessary to constitute
an association of trade unions qualified for registration) and conditions whereby registration may be refused on the grounds that any other trade union already registered, or association of trade unions already registered, as the case may be, is sufficiently representative of the
whole or of a substantial proportion of the infresis i respect of which regisiraton of a trads union or association ofrade unlons {5 soughl, and except so far as hat provision or, as the case may be, (e thing done under he authorlty hereof i shawn not to be reasonably
Justiiable i  democratc socily, (1) No person shall be depived of isfreedom of movement, and fr the purposes ofthis secton the saidfreedom means th right to move freely throughout Botswana, the right to reside in any part of Botswana, the right to enter
rom cxpulsion [0 BoisanG, (2) Ay roaiChon on 5 PSrSONS readors f moremant Inat i IO 1 iawiul Getontion shall not 6 hold 1o bo InConGistent wih or 1 Comravention of s Sachon. (3) Noting Gontaitad in o don undar the sutery o ay law shall
55 heid o be incansistent wilh of In Conlravenion of this section i the exient that the law n question makas provision-—.(2) for the mposifion of restrictins that & faasonably required in the Interests of defence, public safely. public order, public Moralfy or pLBIC REalh of the
imposition of resrictions on the acquisition or use by any person of land or other property in Botswana and except so far as that provision or, as the case may be, the thing done under the authority thereof, is shown not to be reasonably justifiable in a democratic society; (b) for
the imposition of restrictions on the freedom of movement of any person who is not a citizen of Botswana; (c) for the imposition of restrictions on the entry into or residence within defined areas of Botswana of persons who are not Bushmen to the extent that such restrictions are
reasonably required for the protection or well-being of Bushmen; (d) for the imposition of restrictions upon the movement or residence within Botswana of public officers; or (e) for the removal of a person from Botswana to be tried outside Botswana for a criminal offence or to
undergo imprisonment in some other country in execution of the sentence of a court in respect of a criminal offence under the law in force in Botswana of which he has been convicted. (4) If any person whose freedom of movement has been restricted by order under such a
provision as is referred to in subsection (3)(a) of this section (other than a restriction which is applicable to persons generally or o general classes of persons) so requests at any time during the period of that resriction not eariier than six months after the order was made or six
months after he last made such request, as the case may be, his case shall be reviewed by an independent and impartial tribunal presided over by a person, qualified to be enrolled as an advocate in Botswana, appointed by the Chief Justice.(5) On any review by a tribunal in
pursuance of this section of the case of a person whose freedom of movement has been restricted, the ribunal may make recommendations, concerning the necessity o expecliency of continuing the resircton to (e authority by which it was ordered but, unless tis othervise
provided by law, that authority shall not be obliged to act in with any such (1) Subject to the provisions of subsections (4), (5) and (7) of this section, no law shall make any provision that is discriminatory either of itself or in its effect. (2) Subject to
{he provisions of subsections (6), (7) an (8) of 1is section, no person shall be treated in 3 GiscrMinatory manner by any person acling by virus of any writen law or n the performiance of the functions of any public affce or any public authority. (3 In his section, ine expréssion
“discriminatory* means affording different treatment to different persons, attributable wholly or mainly to their respective descriptions by race, tribe, place of origin, political opinions, colour or creed whereby persons of one such description are subjected to disabilties or restrictions.
to which persons of another such description are not made subject or are accorded privileges or advantages which are not accorded o persons of another such description. (4) Subsection (1) of this section shall not apply to any law so far as that law makes provision— (a) for the
appropriation of public revenues or other public funds; (b) with respect to persons who are not citizens of Botswana; (c) with respect to adoption, marriage, divorce, burial, devolution of property on death or other matters of personal law; (d) for the application in the case of
mbers of a particular race, community or tribe of customary law with respect to any matter whether to the exclusion of any law in respect to that matter which is applicable in the case of other persons or not; or (e) whereby persons of any such description as is mentioned in
subsection (3) of this section may be subjected to any disabilly or restrction or may be accorded any privilegs or advantage which, having fegard to is nature and t& special circametances pertaining to those persons of to persons of any oiher such description.is reasonably
justifiable in a democratic society. (5) Nothing contained in any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of subsection (1) of this section to the extent that it makes reasonable provision with respect to qualifications for service as a public officer or as a member
of a disciplined force or for the service of a local govemment authority or a body corporate established directly by any law. (6) Subsection (2) of this section shall not apply to anything which is expressly o by necessary implication authorized to be done by oy such provision of
law as s referred o n subseclion (4 o (5) of this secton. (7) Noling contained inor don under the authority of any law shal be held to be inconsistent with orin coriravention ofthis secton  the extent that the law in question makes provision whereby persons of any such
desaription as is mentioned in subsection (3) of ths section may be subjected {0 any restiction o the fights and freedoms guaranteed by sections 9, 11, 12, 13 and 14 of tnis Consitution, being such a restiction s 5 authorized by section 9(2). 11(3). 1(3) 13(2), or 143
the case may be.(8) Nothing in subsection (2) of this section shall affect any discretion relating to the institution, conduct or discontinuance of civil or criminal proceedings in any court that s vested in any person by or under this Constitution or any other law. (9) Nothing oo
in or done under the authority of any law shail be held to be inconsistent with the provisions of this section— (a) if that law was in force immediately before the coming into operation of this Constitution and has continued in force at all times since the coming into operation of this
Constitution; or (b) to the extent that the law repeals and re-enacts any provision which has been contained in any written law at all times since immediately before the coming into operation of this Constitution. (1) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law shall
be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of section 5 or 15 of this Constitution to the extent that the law authorizes the taking during any period when Botswana is at war or any period when a declaration under section 17 of this Constitution is in force, of measures that
are reasonably justifiable for the purpose of dealing with the situation that exists during that period. (2) Where a person is detained by virtue of such an authorization as is referred to in subsection (1) of this section the following provisions shall apply— (a) he shall, as soon as
reasonably practicable and in any case not more than five days after the commencement of his detenfion, be furnished with a statement in writing in a language that he understands specifying in detail the grounds upon which he is detained; (b) not more than 14 days after the
commencement of his detention, a notification shall be published in the Gazete stating that he has been detained and giving particulars of the provision of law under which his detention is authorized; (c) not more than one month after the commencement of his detention and
thereafter during his detention at intervals of not more than six months, his case shall be reviewed by an independent and impartial tribunal established by law and presided over by a person, qualified to be enrolled as an advocate in Botswana, appointed by the Chief Justice;
and (d) he shall be afforded reasonable facilities to consult and instruct, at his own expense, a legal representative and he and any such legal representative shall be permitted to make written or oral representations or both to the tribunal appointed for the review of his case. (3)
On any review by a rbunaln pursuance of this section of the case of  detained person, the tbunal may make recommendations, concerning the necessiy of expedincy of contiuing his detention, o the authorty by which i was ordered bu, unless it i theruie provided by
law, that authority shall not be obliged to act in with any such (1) The President may at any time, by Proclamation published in the Gazette, declare that a state of public emergency exists. (2) A declaraiion under subsection (1) of this section, i not
sooner tevokad, Shall ceass to havg effect. (2) i the case of & daciaralion rmade when PAriEmant is SHING or has beh SUTMONE to maat wilin sovon days, st the expiralion of @ period of scven days beginring wih the Gats of pablicalin of the daciartion; or (b)in any ofher
case, at the expiration of a period of 21 days beginning with the date of publication of the declaration, unless before the expiration of that period, it is approved by a resolution passed by the National Assembly, supported by the votes of a majority o all the voting members of the
Assembly. (3) Subject to the provisions of subsection (4) of this section, a declaration approved by a resolution of the National Assembly under subsection (2) of this section shall continue in force until the expiration of a period of six months beginning with the date of its being so
approved or until such earlier date as may be specified in the resolution: Provided that the National Assembly may, by resolution, supported by the votes of a majority of all the voting members of the Assembly, extend its approval of the declaration for periods of not more than six
months at a time. (4) The National Assembly may by resolution at any ime revoke a dedlaration approved by the Assembly under this secton. (1) Subjec o the provisions o subsccion (5) oftis section fany person alleges that any ofthe proyisions of secions 31t 16 (inclusive)
of tis Consiitutin has been, s being or i fkely to be contravened in elation to him, then, withol prefucice to any other acton with respect to the same matter which i lawfuly availabi, hat person may apply to the High Court for redress, (2) The High Court shall have original
jurisdiction-— (2) to haar and determine any application made by any person in pursuance of subsection (1) of tis section; or (b) o catermine any question arising in the Gase of any person which s referTed 1o 1 in pursuance of subsaction (3) of this section, and may make Such
orders, issue such writs and give such direction as it may consider appropriate for the purpose of enforcing or securing the enforcement of any of the provisions of sections 3 to 16 (inclusive) of this Constitution. (3) If in any proceedings in any subordinate court any question arises
as to the contravention of any of the provisions of sections 3 to 16 (inclusive) of this Constitution, the person presiding i that court may, and shall if any party to the proceedings so requests, refer the question to the High Court unless, in his opinion, the raising of the question is
merely frivolous or vexatious. (4) Pariiament may confer upon the High Court such powers in addition to those conferred by this section as may appear to be necessary or desirable for the purpose of enabling that court more effectively to exercise the jurisdiction conferred upon
it by this section. (5) Rules of court making provision with respect to the practice and procedure of the High Court for the purposes of this section may be made by the person or authority for the time being having power to make rules of court with respect (o the practice and
procedure of that court generally. (1) In this Chapter, unless the context otherwise requires— "court"” means any court of law having jurisdiction in Botswana other than a court established by a disciplinary law, and in sections 4 and 6 of this Constitution a court established by a
disciplinary law; "disciplinary law” means a law regulating the discipline of any disciplined force; disciplined force" means— (a) a naval, military or air force; (b) a police force; or (c) a prison service; "legal representative” means a person enitled to pracise in Botswana as an
advocate or attorney; “member”, in relation to a disciplined force, includes any person who, under the law regulating the discipline of that force, is subject to that discipline. (2) In relation to any person who is a member of a disciplined force raised under an Act of Parliament,
nothing contained in or done under the authority of the disciplinary law of that force shall be held to be inconsistent with o in contravention of any of the provisions of this Chapter other than sections 4, 6 and 7. (3) In relation to any person who is a member of a disciplined force
raised otherwise than as aforesaid and lawfully present in Botswana, nothing contained in or done under the authority of the disciplinary law of that force shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of any of the provisions of this Chapter. There shall be a President of
the Republic of Botswans who shl be the Head of Sats. (1) The first President shall be the person who immediately before 30th September, 1966 halds the offce of Prime iniser under the Consituton. (2) The first President shall be deemed o have assumed offce at the
coming into operation of this Constitution. (1) Whenever Parliament is dissolved an election shall be held to the office of President in such manner as is prescribed by this section and, subject thereto, by or under an Act of Parliament.(2) Nominations in the election of a President
shall be delivered to the returning officer on such day and at such time as may be prescribed by or under any law for the time being in force in Botswana; (1= nominalion of & candidale in an election of & President shall 1ot be valid Unless (LS supporied, (0 such manner as may

be prescribed by or under an Act of Parliament, by not less than 1000 persons registered as voters for the purpose of elections to the Assembly. (3) The following provisions shall then apply—(a) a person nominated as a Parliamentary candidate may, at the time of his nomination
and subject to the provisions of paragraph (b), declare in such manner as may be prescribed by or under an Act of Parliament which of the candidates in the election of President he supports, but the nomination of a Parliamentary candidate shall be valid notwithstanding that the
nomination paper does ot contain such a declaration; (b) such a declaration shall not be made in relation to any Presidential candidate unless that candidate has signified, in such manner as may be prescribed by or under an Act of Parliament, his consent to the making of a
declaration in his favour by that Parliamentary candidate; (c) where the Parliamentary election is contested in any constituency a poll shall be taken in that constituency at which the votes shall be given by ballot, and for the purposes of that poll any Pariiamentary candidate who
declared support in accordance with paragraph (a) for a particular Presidential candidate shall use the same voting colour and symbol, if any, as may have been allocated under any law for the time being in force in Botswana to that Presidential candidate for the purposes of the
Presidential election; (d) the returning officer shall declare to be elected as President any candidate for whom support has been declared in accordance with paragraph (a) above by not less than such number of persons elected as Members of the National Assembly in the
Parliamentary election as corresponds to more than half the total number of seats for Elected Members in the Assembly, and if there is no such person the returning officer shall declare that no candidate has been elected. (4) Parliament may make provision whereby the time for
ominating Presidential candidales may be extended i the event o there being no qualied candidate nominated at the expiration of the e or the delivery of such nominations. (5) Where, at the expraion of th time or th deliery of nominations in the election ofa Presidert.
more than one qualified candidate is validly nominated and any of those candidates dies before the commencement of the poll in the Parliamentary election, the poll in the Parliamentary election shall be fresh of andidates shall take
Dlace in every comsiiiency and a fresh olection of & President shall be heid n accordanco.wih the foragoing provisions of this Section (6) Where-~. (2 any candidat in an elecion of & Praadent dles during e pariod commenaing wih the (aking of the pall i the Pariamentary
election and ending when the result of the election has been ascertained and that candidate would, but for his death, have been entitled to have been declared elected as President under subsection (3) of this secnon or (o) the returning oficer deciares in accordance with the
provisions of subsection (3)(d) of this section that no candidate has been elected, the new National Assembly shall meet on such day (not being more than 14 days after the result of the election is ascertained or, as the case may be, the declaration that no candidate has been
Slectod) as the Spoaker shall Sppoint, and shall slact & person to the offcs of President n such manner a5 is prescribed by sadlion 35(5) of his Gonsitution and Supject therto by or Under an Act of Pariament. Such an election sl ke place bafore the elecion of the Specially
Elected Members of the National Assembly. (7) A person elected to the office of President under this section shall assume that office on the day upon which he is declared elected. (8) Without prejudice to the provisions of section 92 of this Constitution, an Elected Member of the
National Assembly may, in the event of there being one or more successful election petitions following a general election, move, at the first sitting of the Assembly after the resultant by-elections have been decided and the Members thereby elected have taken their seats, that
the President does not enjoy the support of the majority of the Elected Members of the Assembly: and in the voting on that question the Specially Elected Members of the Assembly shall have no vote. If it appears as a result of the voting on that question that the President does
not enjoy the support of a majority of the elected Members of the Assembly, the office of President shall become vacant. (9) Any Elected Member of the Assembly may give nofice to the President that he intends to move in the Assembly a motion under subsection (8) and
Potwithstanding ahy other provision of this Consitution the President shall Nt after receipt of any such nofice be empowered o dissolve Parliament befor the conclusion of the siting of the Assembly mentioned n the said subsection (8). (10} I the office of President becomes
vacant in accordance with subsection (8) of this section the seats of the Specially Elected Members of the Assembly shall also become vacant, and the election of a person to the office of President shall take place before the election of the Specially Elected Members. (1) In this
section-— "Parliamentary candidate" means a candidate in the Pariiamentary election "the Pariiamentary election” means the general election to electthose Members of the National Assembly who are referred o n section 58(2)(@) of tis Consiitution fallowing any dissolution
of Parament "Presidential candidate” means a canddate for the offce of President "the retuming officer” means he returning offcer specified in section 36 ofthis Consiution (1) A parson shall bo GUakid for election as Prosident f, and shall not be qualfied uniess,
(a) is a citizen of Botswana by birth or descent; (b) has attained the age of 30 years; and (c) is qualified to be elected as N; - (2) Notwithstanding any othe Jaw to {he contrary. for the puTPOSEs of i section and section 30— (z) the temn “Ciizen
5y i shih 56 umdBretond 1o nclude. orly Thosa Parsons whe bcarme ctizone of Bolowai pRor 10 tvo amendment of he law reiaing 10 cilzanaHip by I e ‘Cap. 01:01 Citizenship Act; (b) any person who, although his father was a citizen of Botswana at the time of that person's
birth, had, by virtue of his having been bor outside Botswana, to be registered as a citizen of Botswana, under the law relating to citizenship in force at that time, shall be regarded as a citizen by descent. (1) The President shall, subject to the provisions of this section, hold office
for an 2ggreqalo period not exceeding 10 years beginning from the date of his first assumption of office of President after the commencement of this Act. (2) The President shall cease to hold the office of President if at any time during his tenure of office any circumstances arise
that would, if he wer member of the National Assembly, cause him to be disqualified for election thereto. (3) The President shall cease to hold office of President at the expiry of the period prescribed under subsection (1) of this section, or when the person elected at the
heet eiscion of Presclont folowing & dissolution of Parliament assumes office. (1) Whenever the President cies, resigns of ceases (o hold offce, the Vice. resident shall assuma office as President with affect from the date of the death, resignation or ceasing to be President, (2)
If the office of President—(a) becomes vacant in circumstances in which there is no Vice-President; or (b) is vacant whilst the Vice-President is absent from Botswana or is, by reason of physical or mental infirmity unable to perform the functions of his office, the functions of the
office of President shall, until such time as a new President assumes office in accordance with this Section or section 32 of this Constitution, be performed by such Minister as the Cabinet shall appoint. For the purposes of this subsection, a certificate of the Chief Justice that the
Vice-President is by reason of physical or mental infirmity unable to discharge the functions of his office, shall, in respect of any period for which it is i force, be conclusive and shall not be questioned in any court. (3) Any person performing the functions of the office of President
by virtue of subsection (1) or (2) of this section shall not exercise the power of the President to revoke the appointment of Vice-President or to dissolve Parliament. (4) If the office of President becomes vacant, the National Assembly shall, unless Parliament is dissolved, and
notwithstanding that it may be prorogued, meet on the seventh day after the office of President becomes vacant, or on such earlier day as may be appointed by the Speaker, and shall elect a person to the office in such manner as is prescribed by the next following subsection
and, subject thereto, by or under an Act of Parliament. (5) In an election of a President under this section— (a) the Speaker shall preside at the meeting and conduct the election; (b) a person may be a candidate if and shall not be a candidate unless he has been nominated as a
candidate with his consent prior to the sitting of the National Assembly at which the election takes place, by not less than 10 Members of the National Assembly entitled to vote in that election; (c) at the election every Member of the Assembly except the Speaker and the Attormey-
General shall be entitled to vote; (d) the votes of the Members of the Assembly who are entitled to vote'shall be given by ballot in such manner as not to disclose how any particular Member voted, and any person who receives the votes of more than one half of the total number
of persons entitled to vote shall be declared elected as President; (e) a person elected as President under this section shall assume the office of President on the day upon which he is declared to be elected: (f) not more than three ballots shall be taken unless in the opinion of
the Speaker the holding of further ballots is likely to result in the election of a President, in which case not more than two further ballots may be taken; (g) only one ballot shall be taken at any sitting of the Assembly, and the Speaker may adjourn the meeting at which a second or
subsequent ballot is to be taken for such number of days (in addition to the days on which and to which the meeting is adjourned), not being more than two, as he thinks fit; (h) if there is no candidate duly nominated for the first ballot in accordance with paragraph (b) or if after the
number of ballots permitted under paragraph (f) have been taken no candidate has been declared elected Parliament shall stand dissolved or, in the case of a Presidential election held in accordance with section 32(6) of this Constitution, the foregoing general election shall be
void.(6) No business other than the election of a President shall be transacted at a meeting of the National Assembly under subsection (4) of this section or under section 32(6) of this Constitution and such a meeting or any sitting thereof shall not be regarded as a meeting or
sitting of the Assembly for the purposes of any other provision of this Constitution. (7) At any time when the office of Speaker is vacant or the holder of that office is unable by reason of absence or iliness to exercise the functions vested in him by this section and section 32(6) of
this Consttuon, tose functions may be exercised by the Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly or. T there is o Deputy Specker or the Deputy Speaker is unable by reasan of absence or finess lo exercie those fictions, by such member of the Assembly (not being the
President or Vice-bresident or a iister or Assistant Minister) s the Assembly may clect for that purpase. (1) Whenever the Prasident s Bbsent fram Hotswan or considers it desirable to do so by reason ofiness or any ather cause he may, by direcions in wring, o
{a) the Vice-President, o (b) during any period when there is no Vice-Presic ice-President is absent from Botswana or is, by reason of physi ental nfimmity, unable to perform the functions of ns office, some ofher Minister fo discharge such of T fundiions of
resident as e may speclly: and the Vice-President or other Minister may discharge thos functions unti is authorty i evaked by the B ) T ho Precidont 9 inGapabic by 105500 of prysical or mental Ty of GisCharging the funcions of His ofics and
he infirmity is of such a nature that the President is unable to authorize another person under this section to perform those functions— (a) the Vice-President; or (b) during any period when there is no Vice-President o the Vice-President is absent from Botswana or the Vice-
President is, by reason of physical or mental infirmity, unable to perform the functions of his office, such Minister as the Cabmst shall appoint,shall perform tne functions of the office of President. () A person perfomning the functions of the offce of Presiden under this section
shall not exerise the power of the President (o evoke the appointment of the Vice-President o to dissolve Parfiament. (4) A person performing the functions of the oficeof President by vifus of subsecion (2)ofthis secton shall cease to perforn those functions f he s notified
by the Prosiden hat the President is abaut to resume those functions. (6) For the purposes of tis section.  certiiate of the Ghief Justice that— (2) the President is incapable by reason of physical or mental infirity of discharcing the funcions of s office and the infrity is of
such a nature that the Precident is Unabie to authorize anather person nde! this secion to perform the funatians of s ofice or (5) e Vice-President is by reason of physical or mantal ity nable to cischarge the funcions of his ofica. shal,in respect of any peried for
which itis in force, be conclusive and shall not be questioned in any court: Provided that any such certficate as is referred to in paragraph (a) of this subsection shall cease to have effect if the President notifies any person under subsection (4) of this section that he is about to
resume the functions of the office of President.A person assuming the office of President shall, before entering upon the duties of that office, take and subscribe such oaths as may be prescribed by Pariiament. (1) The Chief Justice shall be the returning officer for the purposes
of electons to the ofie of President.(2) Any question which may arise a5 fo whether-— () any provision ofthis Constittion or any law relating to the slection of 2 President under section 32 or 35 o tis Constitution has been complied with o (b) any person has been vaiidy
clected as President under hose sections. shall be referred (o and determined by (he relurming officer whose decision shall not be questioned in any court (1) There shall be a Vice-President who shall be appointed by the President from among the Elected Members of the
National Assembly who are citizens of Botswana by birth or descent, which appointment shall be endorsed by the said Elected Members. (2) e Vice-Fresident shall conlinue in office untl @ person elecled at (e nex e eclon of oo e B o155 o e Canstiion
Ssmes ofte, Provided ot ing ofice of Vica-Preadent shall Dacome vacut () 7 the SppOTIMEt o the holagr of (na ice 1 revekad by the President. o (1 ifihe holder of the afice Geases o be a Member of the National Assembly 101 any ofher reason than a disolution
of Pariiament. (3) The Vice-President shall not enter upon the duties of his office unless he has taken and subscribed the oath of allegiance and such oath for the due execution of his office as may be prescribed by Pariiament. (4) If the Vice-President is absent from Botswana or
isincapable by reason o iness or any other causs of ischaraing the functions of isoffce, he President may appoint a person,from among he Members of the Assembly o perform the functions of he ofic of Vice-President an any person so appointed may discharge those
functions accordingly: Provided that a person appointed under this subsection shall cease fo perform the functions of the office of Vice-President— (i) if his appointment is revoked by the President; (i) if he ceases to be a Member of the Assembly otherwise than by reason of a
dissolution of Parliament; (i) upon the assumption by any person of the office of President; or (iv) upon the President giving him notice that the Vice-President is about to resume his functions. (5) Where the Vice-President is performing the functions of the office of President in
accordance with section 35 or 36 of this Constitution he may appoint a person, from among the Members of the Assembly, to perform the functions of the office of Vice-President and any person so appointed may discharge those functions accordingly: Provided that a person
appointed under this subsection shall cease to perform the functions of the office of Vice-President— (i) if his appointment is revoked by the Vice-President; (i) if he ceases to be a Member of the Assembly otherwise than by reason of a dissolution of Parliament; or (i) if the Vice-
President ceases to perform the functions of the office of President. (6) In this section references to Members of the Assembly shall, in the event of Pariiament being dissolved, be construed as references to those persons who immediately before the dissolution were Members
9fhe Asserniy (1) The President shal receive such salary and allowanes as may be prescribed by resalution o the National Assembly, which shall be a charge on the general revenues of the Republic. (2) e salary and allowances of e President shall nof be aliered (o his
disadvantage during his period of office. (3) A person who has held the office of President shail receive such pension or, upon the expiration of his term of office, such gratuity as may be prescribed by resolution of the National Assembly, which shall be a charge on the Consolidated
Fund. (1) Whilst any person holds or performs the functions of the office of President no criminal proceedings shall be ehuted o contimuad against him in respect of anything done or omitted to be done by him either in his official capacity or in his private capacity and no civil
proceedings shall be instituted or continued in respect of which relief is claimed against him in respect of anything done or omitted to be done in his private capacity. (2) Where provision is made by law limiting the time within which proceedings of any description may be brought
agalnstany persn, the tem of any person i the ofice of President shal not be taken ino account n calulating any period of ime prescribed by thatlaw which delerrines whather any such proceedings as are mentoned in subsection (1) ofthis section may be brotight against
‘hat person. (1) There shall be such offices of Minister of the Government (not exceeding six or such other number as Parliament may from time to time provide) as may be established by Parliament or, subject to the provisions of any Act of Parliament, by the President. (2) There
shall b6 such offices of Assistant Minister (not exceeding fhre or such nuIMber oa Barament may from fime to fime provide) 25 may e established by Pariament oSG/t 10 (ho proviSons of any AGtof Parlgment, by he Presiaant (3) Appointments 1o the office of Minlster or
Assistant Vinister shall be made by the President from among Members of the Nalional Assembiy: Provided that— () not more than fou persons may be appoinled s Miniser or Assistant Minstr flom amongst pefsons who are not Members of he Assembly but are qualiied
for election as such; and (i) if occasion arises for making an appointment to the office of a Minister or an Assistant Minister while Parliament is dissolved a person who was a Member of the Assembly before the dissolution may be appointed as a Minister or an Assistant Minister.
The office of any Minister or Ascistant Minister ahall bacom vacant (2) in e case of 2 Minister or Assistant Miister appoinied from among the Membere of the Natianal Assembly. o the Casa of a Minister o Assistant Ministar appoinicd ffom among persons who aro no
Members of the Assembly who becomes a Member of the Assembly before the expiration of four months from the date of his appointment— () if he ceases to be a Member of the National Assembly otherwise than by reason of a dissolution of the National Assembly; or (i) if, at
the first sitting of the Assembly after a general election, he is not a Member of the Assembly; (b) in the case of a Minister or Assistant Minister appointed from among persons who are not Members of the Assembly, if before the expiration of four months from the date of his
appointment— (i) circumstances arise (other than a dissolution of the Assembly) that, if he were such a Member, would cause him to vacate his seat in the Assembly, or (i) he does not become a Member of the Assembly; (c) if the holder of the office is removed from office by
the President;(d) upon the assumption by any person of the offce of President (1) There shll be a Cabinet which shall consist of the President, Vice-President and the Mistes, (2) There shaH  prside at meetings of the Cabinel - a) the President (1) n the absence of the
Presidont, he Vit Prasident; o (0)in the absence of he Prosident and the Vica. Bresent, such Minister a5 e Fresident may Gesignate. (3) The Cabint may ac ice-President, a Minister or an Assistant Minister shall not
enter upon the duties of his ofice uniess he has taken and subscribed the oath of allegiance and such o for the dus execution of s office as may be prescribed by Parfiament (1) There shall be ¢ aSecretaly to'the Cabinet whose affce shall be 4 public office. () The Secretary
to the Cabinet shall have charge of the Cabinet Office and shall be with such may be given to him by the President, for arranging the business for, and keeping the minutes of, the Cabinet, for conveying decisions of the Cabinet to the
appropriate person or authority, and shall have such other functions as the Bresident ey ffom e o ime (rect. (1) The excutive power of Botswana shall vest n the President and, subject o the provisions of tis Constitution, shallbe exercised by him either diectly o through
him. (2) in the exercise of any function conferred upon him by this Constitution or any other law the President shall, unless it is otherwise provided, act in his own gellberate judgment and shallnol be obliged to follow the advice tendered by any other person
or authorty, (3) Nothing n 14 Sblon Shal brevent BArlament fom conferming fnione on persons o aulhor e ciher than (e President (1) The supreme command of the armed forces of the Republic shall vest n the Président and he shall hold the offie of Gommander in
Chief. (2) The powers conferred on the President by subsection (1) of this section shall include— (a) the power to determine the operational use of the armed forces; (b) the power to appomt members of the armed forces, to make appointments on promotion to any office in the
armed forces and to dismiss any member of the amed forces. (3) The President may, by directions in writing and subject to such condions as he may think i, delegate to any member of the ammed forces any of the powers mentioned n subsection (2) of s secton. (4
Patament may rogulata the exarcise of the powers conferred by ) under his section. The Vice:President shall be the principal sssisiant of the President n the discharge of his executive functions and shall be responsible, under the directions of the President, for such business
of the government of Botswana (including the nt may assign {o him. (1) T Cabinet sha b responsible for advising the President with respect to the policy of the Goverment and with such other matters
as may be referred to it by the President and shall, subjectho \he provisions ofthis Gonlution. be responsibie to the Natlonal Assmby for all fings dona by of under the authory of the President, vice resident or any Minster in the exacution of s office. (5 The Fresident
shal, Sofar aspracticable and subjec to the provisons of ths Consifttion, consultthe Cabinet on matters of policy and the exercise of i funclions. (3) The Y stgation of i President (o consult his Cabinet and for the Cabinet 1o accept fesponsibity under this section shall not
apply 1o the exercise by the President of his powers in relation (o the appointment or removal of nisters and Assistant Ministers, the dissolution of Parliament, the Prerogative of Mercy, the (0 the Vice-President or any Minister
and the specification of the functions of an Assistant Minister. (4) A Minister shall be responsible, Ucer e croaton o e Brockdent. 1o auch businocs of e government of Botswana (including the of any of as the President may assign
to him. (5) An Assistant Minister shall— (a) assist the President or the Vice-President in the discharge of such of the functions of the office of President or Vice-President as the President may specify; or (b) assist such Minister in the discharge of the functions assigned to him
under subsection (4) of this section as (he President may specify. (1) There shall be an Attormey-General whose office shall be 2 public office. (2) The Attorney-General shall be the principal legal adviser to the Government of Botswana. (3) The Attorney-General shall have power
in any case in which he considers it desirable to do so— (a) to institute and undertake criminal proceedings against any person before any court (other than a court-martial) in respect of any offence alleged to have been committed by that person; (b) to take over and continue
any such criminal proceedings that have been instituted or undertaken by any other person or authority; and (c) to discontinue at any stage before judgment is delivered any such criminal proceedings instituted or undertaken by himself or any other person or authority. (4) The
powers of the Attorney-General under subsection (3) may be exercised by him in person or by officers subordinate to him acting in accordance with his general or special instructions. (5) The powers conferred on the Attorney-General by paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (3)
shall be vested in him to the exclusion of any other person or authority: Provided that where any other person or authority has instituted criminal proceedings, nothing in this subsection shall prevent the withdrawal of those proceedings by or at the instance of that person or
authority and with the leave of the court. (6) For the purposes of this section, any appeal from any judgment in any criminal proceedings before any court, or any case stated or question of law reserved for the purpose of any such proceedings, to any other court shall be deemed
o be part of those proceedings:Provided that the power conferred on the Attorney-General by subsection (3)(c) of this section shall not be exercised in relation to any appeal by a person convicted in any criminal proceedings o to any case stated or question of law reserved at
the InGiance of Sach a person, (7) In e exercise of he fanciions vesied in ity subsection (3] o Ihis cechion the Attormey-General shall ol bo sutiect t e direcion or control of any e parson or auihonty. Whae any Ministe! bas beon charged wilh respunsummy for any
department of Government, he shall exercise general direction and control over that department and, subject to such direction and control, the depariment shall be under the supervision of a Permanent Secretary whose office shall be a public office. Preroy
Prcsidant may—(a) grant to any person convicied of any ifancs a pardon, eiher o6 of subject 10 lawhul condibons: (b) grant t any parson a raspite, eiher indefint or o & specited pariod, of e exeaution of any punishment iMpoLed on that person jar any oiTance: (c)
substitute a less severe form of punishment for any punishment imposed on any person for any offence; and (d) remit the whole or part of any punishment imposed on any person for any offence or of any penalty or forfeiture otherwise due to the Government on account of any
offence.(1) There shall be an Advisory Committee on the Prerogative of Mercy which shall consist of— (a) the Vice-President or a Minister appointed by the President by instrument in writing under his hand; (b) the Attorney-General; and (c) a person qualified to practise in
Bolswana a5 a medical pracitoner, appointed by the Presiden by instrument n wiing under his hand. (2) A member of the Commitiee appained under subsection (1)@) o (c) of this ssction shal hold s seat thereon for such period as may be specified in the nstrument by
which he was appointed: Provided that his seat shall become vacant— (i) in the case of a person who, at the date of his appointment, was the Vice-President or a Minister, if he ceases to be the Vice-President or a Minister; or (i) if the President, by instrument in writing under his
Rand, 50 directs. (3) The Committee shall not be Summoned except by the authorty of the President who shall. as far a4 s practicable, attend and preside at all mesfings of the Gommitice, and. in the absence of the President, the member of the Comitiee appointed under
subsection (1)(a) of this section shall preside. (4) The Committee may act notwithstanding any vacancy in its membership and its proceedings shall not be invalidated by the presence or participation of any person not entitled to be present at or to participate in those proceedings.
(5) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Commitiee may regulate its own procedure. (1) Where any person has been sentenced to death for any offence, the President shall cause a written report of the case from the trial judge, together with such other information derived
from the record of the case or elsewhere as he may require, to be considered at a meeting of the Advisory Committee on the Prerogative of Mercy; and after obtaining the advice of the Committee he shall decide whether to exercise any of his powers under section 53 of this
Constitution. (2) The President may consult with the Committee before deciding whether to exercise any of his powers under the said section 53 in any case not falling within subsection (1) of this section. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution and of any Act of Parliament,
the powers of constituling and abolishing offices for Botswana shal vest in the President. There shall be a Parliament of Botswana which shall consist of the President and a National Assembly. (1) The President shall be ex-oficio 2 member of the Natonal Assembly. and shall
be entlled [0 <peak and fo vole In allproceccings of e Nalional Assermby. (2) In addilon Io the President the National Assembly shal consistof_— (a) 87 Elected Members who shall be Kl nce with the provisions of this Constitution and subject thereto in
accordance wilh the provisions of any Actof Parfament; b) four Speially Elected Members who shall be elected in accordance with the provisions of the Schedule to this Constitution and subject thereto in accordance with the provisions of any Act of Parliament; and (c) the
omey-General. (3)f a person wh s not @ membr of the National Assembly s elected fo the office of Speaker of the National Assamby, that Dorson shall. by virtus of holding that Oics, b6 2 memer of Assembly in addion o the members referred o n subsectiors (1)
TR 1) There shall be a Speaker of the National Assembly who shall be elected by the Members of the Assembly from among persons who are Members of the Assembly or fom among pers lembers of the Assembly. (2) The President, (he
Vice-Prosident, a Minisior, an ASaiSta MInitor or & pubKC oficer Shall mot e doaliiad to b6 Slocted 45 Speaker (3) The Specker ShalvaGate s o (). having been SIectad rom amiond th MaTIbGrs of the Naflondl ASecIbl. b cea66 to bé & Marber of the Assambly
otherwise than by reason of a dissolution of Parliament or if he is required by virtue of section 68(2) to (3) of this Constitution, to cease to perform his functions as a Member of the Assembly; (b) if any circumstances arise that, if he were not Speaker, would disqualify him for
election as such; (c) when the Assembly first sits after any dissolution of Pariiament; or (d) if he is removed from office by a resolution of the Assembly supported by the votes of not less than two-thirds of all the Members thereof. (4) No business shall be transacted in the National
Assembly (other than an election to the office of Speaker) at any time when the office of Speaker is vacant. (1) There shall be a Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly who shall be elected from among the persons who are Members of the Assembly other than the President,
the Vice-President, Ministers or Assistant Ministers. (2) The Members of the National Assembly shall elect a person to the office of Deputy Speaker when the Assembly first sits after any dissolution and, if the office becomes vacant otherwise than by reason of the dissolution of
the Assembly, at the first sitting of the Assembly after the office becomes vacant. (3) The Deputy Speaker shall vacate his office— (a) if he ceases to be a Member of the National Assembly, otherwise than by reason of a dissolution of Parliament; (b) if any circumstances arise
that, if he were not Deputy Speaker, would disqualify him for election as such; (c) if he is required, by virtue of section 68(2) to (3) of this Constitution, to cease to perform his functions as a Member of the Assembly; (d) if he is elected as Speaker; (€) if he is removed from office
by 3 resolution of the ASSembly supported by The vores of not loss than wo-tHrd of all ihe Membars of the Assambly: of () wheh the Assembly firatsis afte any dissolution of bariarment. Subjoct 1 the provisions of eecion 62 o this Constufion, & person shall be GUalad 1
b elactad as a Member of the National Assambly if and shall not be qualiied to be So elacted unless— (a) he s a citzen of Botswana; (b) he has attained the age of 18 years: (¢) he is qualied for regisiration as a voter for the purposes of the election'of th Elected Members of
the National Assembly and is so registered; and (d) he is able to speak, and, unless incapacitated by blindness or other physical cause, to read English well enough to take an active part in the proceedings of the Assembly. (1) No person shall be qualified to be elected as a
Member of the National Assembly who— (a) is, by Virtue of his own act, under any acknowledgement of allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; (b) has been declared insolvent or adjudged or otherwise declared bankrupt under any law for the time being
in force in Botswana and has not been discharged, or has made a composition with his creditors and has nof paid his debts in ful; (c) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged or declared to be of unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Botswana; (d) is a
Member of the House of Chiefs; (e) subject to such exceptions as may be prescribed by Parliament, holds any public office, or is acting in any public office by virtue of a contract of service expressed to continue for a period exceeding six months; (f) is under sentence of death
imposed on him by a court in any part of the Commonwealth, or is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) exceeding six months imposed on him by such a court or substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on him by such a court;
(9) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any elections to the Assembly or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for the purposes of such elections. (2) Parliament may provide that a
person shall not be qualified for election to the National Assembly for such period (not exceeding five years) as may be prescribed if he is convicted of any such offence connected with elections to the Assembly as may be prescribed. (3) For the purposes of this section two or
more terms of imprisonment that are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms, and no account shall be taken of a sentence of imprisonment imposed as an alterative to or in default of the
payment of a fine.Botswana shall be divided into as many constituencies as there are Elected Members of the National Assembly and each of those constituencies shall return one Member to the National Assembly. (1) The Judicial Service Commission shall, not later than 1st
March, 1969, and thereafter at intervals of not less than five nor more than 10 years, appoint a Delimitation Commission consisting of a Chairman and not more than four other members. (2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this section, at any time when— (a)
Parliament has made provision altering the number of seats of Elected Members in the National Assembly; o (b) a comprehensive national population census is held in Botswana, the Judicial Service Commission shall, as soon as practicable thereafter, appoint a Delimitation
Commission. (3) The Chairman of a Delimitation Commission shall be selected from among persons who hold or have held high judicial office. (4) No person shall be qualified to be appointed as Chairman or member of a Delimitation Commission who— (a) is a Member of the
National Assembly: (b is o has been withn the preceding fiveyears actively engagec/in polfic: or (c) s 3 public officer. (5) A person shallbe dsemed o be acively engaged in polis or o have been so engaged during the relevant period f—(a) heis, or was at any tme during
that period, a Member of the National Assembly; (b) he is, or was at any time during that period, nominated as a candidate for election to the National Assembly; or (c) he is, or was at any time during that period, the holder of an office in any political organization that sponsors or
suppors, or has at any tims spensored or supperied, a candidate for election as a Member of the National Assembly: Provided that no person shall be disqualifed ffom holding the office ef Chalrman of member of  Delimitation Commission by reason only of the fact inat ha has
been the Speaker of the National Assembly if he was elected to that office from amongst persons who were not Members of the National Assembly. (6) The office of Chairman or other member of the Delimitation Commission shall become vacant if circumstances arise that, were
he not Chairman or member of the Delimitation Commission, would disqualify him for appointment as such. (7) If, after the of the Delimitation C and before the C has submitted its report under section 65, the office of Chairman o any other
member of the Commission falls vacant or the holder of the office becomes unable for any reason to discharge his functions as a member of the Commission, the Judicial Service Commission may, subject to the provisions of subsections (3) fo (5) of this section, appoint another
person to be a member of the Commission: Provided that a member appointed under this section because of the inability of some other member to discharge his functions shall cease to be a member of the Commission when, in the opinion of the Judicial Service Commission,




that other member is able to resume his functions as a member of the Commission. (1) Whenever a Delimitation Commission has been appointed the Commission shall as soon as practicable submit to the President a report which shall state whether any alteration is necessary
o the boundaries of the constituencies in order to give effect to subsection (2) of this section or in consequence of any alteration in the number of seats of Elected Members in the National Assembly and where any alteration is necessary shall include a list of the constituencies
delimited by the Commission and a description of the 2) shall be such that the number of inhabitants thereof is as nearly equal to the population quota as is reasonably practicable: Provided that the number
of inhabitants of a constituency may be greater or less than the population quota in order to take account of natural community of interest, means of communication. geographical features, density of population, and the boundaries of Tribal Territories and administrative districts.
(3) In this section "population quota” means the number obtained by dividing the number of inhabitants of Botswana (as ascertained by reference to the latest comprehensive national population census in Botswana) by the number of consttvencies nto which Bolswana s dvided
under section 63 of this Constitution. (4) The President shall as soon as practicable after the submission of the report of the Delimitation Commission, by Proclamation published in the Gazette, declare the f the as delimited by the
Proclamation made under subsection (4) of this section shail come intd force at the next dissolution of the National Assembly after it is made. (&) The Commission may by regulation or oherwise reguiate fis OWR procedurs and may, subject o its Tles o procedure P
notwithstanding any vacancy in its membership o the absence of any member and ts proceedings shall not be invalidated by the presence or participation of any person not entitled to be present at or to participate in those proceedings: Provided that any decision of the
Commission shall require the concurrence of a majority of all its members. (7) In the exercise of its functions under this section the Delimitation Commission shall not be subject to the direction or control of any other person or authority. (8) A Delimitation Commission shall stand
dissolved upon the date on which its report is delivered to the President. (1) There shall be an Independent Electoral Commission which shall consist of— (a) a Chairman who shall be a judge of the High Court appointed by the Judicial Service Commission; (b) a legal practitioner
appointed by the Judicial Service Commission; and (0 ive other persons iho are i, proper and mpartal, appainted by the Judicial Service Commission from a st of persons recommended by the All Party Conference. (2) Where the All Party Conference fal to agree on al or
any number of persons referred to in subsection (1)(c) of this section up to dissolution of Parliament, the Judicial Service Commission shall appoint such person or persons as are necessary to fll any vacancy. (3) For the purposes of this section, "All Party Conference” means a
meeting of all registered political parties convened from time to time by the Minister. (4) The first appointments of the Chairman and the Members of the Commission shall be made not later than 31st January, 1999, and thereafter subsequent appointments shall be made at the
last dissolution of every two successive lives of Parliament.(5) The Chairman and the members of the Commission shall hold office for a period of two successive lives of Parliament. (6) A person shall not be qualified to be appointed as a member of the Independent Electoral
Commission if— (a) he has been declared insolvent or adjudged or otherwise declared bankrupt under any law in force in any part of the Commonwealth and has not been discharged, or has made a composition with his creditors and has not paid his debts in full; or (b) he has
been convicted of any offence involving dishanesty n any county. (7) A person appointed a member of the Commission shall not enter upon the dutie.of the offce of Commissioner urti he has taken and subscribed the oath of allegiance and such aath for the due execttion of
s office as may be prescribed by an Act of Parliament. (8) The Commission shall regulate its own procedure and proceedings. (9) The Chairman shall preside over all proceedings, and in his absence, the legal practitioner referred to in subsection (1)(b) shall preside over the
proceedings. (10) The quorum shéll be four members, one of whom shall be the Chiaiiman or the said lsgal pracionr (1) Al istues shail be decided by the decision of the maority of the members presentand voling. (12) The Commission shall ba responsible for— (a) the
conduct and supervision of elections of the Elected Members of the National Assembly and members of a local authority, and conduct of a referendum; (b) giving instructions and directions to the Secretary of the Commission appointed under section 66 in regard to the exercise
of his functions under the electoral law prescribed by an Act of Parliament; (c) ensuring that elections are conducted efficiently, properly, freely and fairly; and (d) performing such other functions as may be prescribed by an Act of Parliament. (13) The Commission shall on the
completion of any election conducted by it, submit a report on the exercise of its functions under the preceding provisions of this section to the Minister for the time being responsible for matters relating to such elections, and that Minister shall, not later than seven days after the
National Assembly ist meets fter e has received the report, ay it befors the National Assembly.(1) There shall be a Secretary (o the Independent Electoral Commission referred o in section 654 (in this section rferred to as “the Secretary'). (2) The Sacretary shal be appoinied
by the President. (3) The functions of the Secretary shall, subject to the directions and sups Electoral e to exercise general supervision over the registration of voters for elections of— (a) the Elected Members of the National Assembly;
and (b) the members of any local authority, and over the conduct of such elections. (4) A person Thal ot b qualified to be appointed as Secretary to the Independent Electoral Commission if— (a) he is not a citizen of Botswana; (b) he has been declared insolvent or adjudged
or otherwise declared bankrupt under any law in force in any part of the Commonwealth and has not been discharged, or has made a composition with his creditors and has not paid his debts in fuil; or (c) he has been convicted of any offence involving dishonesty in any count
(5) A person shall not enter upon the duties of the office of Secretary unil he has taken and subscribed to the oath of allegiance and such oath for the due execution of his office as may be prescribed by an Act of Parliament. (6) For the purposes of the exercise of his functions
under subsection (3) of this section, the Secretary may give such directions as he considers necessary or expedient to any registering officer, presiding officer or returning officer relating to the exercise by that officer of his functions under any law regulating the registration of
voters or the conduct of elections, and any officer to whom directions are given under this subsection shall comply with those directions. (7) Subject to the provisions of this section, a person holding office as Secretary shall vacate that office on attaining the age of 65 years or
such other age as may be prescribed by an Act of Pariiament. (8) A holder of the office of Secretary may be removed from office only for inability o perform the functions of his office (whether arising from infirmity of body or mind or from any other cause) or for misbehaviour, and
shall not be so removed except in accordance with the provisions of this section. (9) If the President considers that the question of removing the Secretary ought to be investigated then—(a) he shall appoint a tribunal which shall consist of a Chairman and not less than two
members who hold or have held high judicial office; (b) the tribunal shall enquire into and report on the facts thereof to the President and advise the President whether the Secretary ought to be removed from office under this section for inability to perform the functions of his office
or for misbehaviour. (10) Where a tribunal appointed under subsection (9) advises the President that the Secretary ought to be removed for inability to perform the functions of his office or for misbehaviour, the President shall remove him from office. (11) If the question of removing
the Secretary from office has been referred to a tribunal under subsection (9) of this section, the President may suspend him from performing the functions of his office, and any such suspension may af any time be revok by the President and shall cease to have effectf the
tribunal advises the President that the Secretary ought not to be removed from office. (1) A person who— (a) is a citizen of Botswana or of any other country to which this section is applied by Parliament; 18 of 1997, s. 4(a). (b) has attained the age of 18 years; and (c) has either
resided in Botswana for & continuous period of 3t Ieast 12 months mmediately preceding the date on which he applies for registration as a voter or was bom in Botswana and is domiciled in Botswana on the date on ‘which he appiies for registraton a5 a voter. shal, niess e 15
disqualified for registration as a voter under any law, be entitied, upon his making application in that behalf at such time and in such manner as may be prescribed by any law, to be registered as a voter for the purposes of elections of Elected Members of the National Assembly,
and no other person may be so registered. (2) A person who has not continuously resided in Botswana for the period mentioned in paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of this section but has during the whole period retained his residence (or if he has more than one residence, his
principal residence) in Botswana and has been absent therefrom for some temporary purpose only shall be deemed for the purposes of the said paragraph (c) to have been resident in Botswana during such absence. (3) A person shall be entitied to be registered as a voter— (a)
in the constituency in which he has his residence, o if he has more than one residence in Botswana in the constituency in which he has his principal residence; or 18 of 1997, s. 4(b). (b) in the case of a person who does not have a residence in Botswana but is able to register in
person, in the constituency in which he last resided, or in which he was born; or 18 of 1997, s. 4(b). (c) in the case of a person who is ot resident in Botswana and is unable to register in person, at such place as may be prescribed by Parliament and registration at such place
shall be lreated as registration in (he constiiuency i which he last resided, of in which he was born in Botswana. (4) A person shall be enlilled (o be registered as a voler in one constiluency orly. (5) Every person who is registered in any constituency as a voter for the purposes
ofelections of the Elected Members ofthe National Assemby shall unless he i disqualfed by Parfiament ram voting in such elections on the grounds of his having been canvicted of an offence n with the electi on the s of s having been reported guily
of such an offence by e rying an elaction peffian or n the grounds of his being in lawful custody at the date of the election, be entitied so to vote in that constituency in accordance with o provisions 5 made by or Under & law I tnat behalt; and no other porson may 50
Vot (1) The seat of ot My ors ‘Spetially Elected Menber of the National Assembly shall become vacant— (2) upon the dissolution of Parliament. () e is absent from (e smmgs P Assembly for stich period and in such circumstances as may be prescribed
in the rules of procedure of the Assembly; (c) subject to the provisions of subsections (2) to (3) of this section, if any circumstances arise that, if he were not a Member of the cause him to be disqualified for election thereto. (2) If circumstances such as are referred
toin paragraph (c) of the preceding subsection arise in relation to a Member of the Assembly by virtue of the fact that he is declared insolvent, adjudged to be of unsound mind, sentenced to death or imprisonment, or convicted of an election offence and it is open to the Member
to appeal against the decision (either with the leave of the court or other authority or without such leave), he shall forthwith cease to perform his functions as a Member of the Assembly but, subject to the next following subsection, he shall not vacate his seat until the expiration of
a period of 30 days thereafter: Provided that the Speaker may, at the request of the Member, from time to time extend that period for further periods of 30 days to enable the Member to pursue an appeal against the decision, so, however, that extensions of time exceeding in the
aggregate 150 days shall not be given without the approval of the Assembly signified by resolution.(3) If, on the determination of any appeal, such circumstances continue to exist and no further appeal is open to the Member of the Assembly, or if, by reason of the expiration of
any period for entering an appeal or notice thereof or the refusal of leave to appeal or for any other reason, it ceases to be open to the Member to appeal, he shall forthwith vacate his seat. (4) If at any time before the Member of the Assembly vacates his seat such circumstances
a5 aforesaid cease 10 exist, his seat shall not become vacan! by reason of (hose circumstances, and he may resume the performance of s funclions as a Member of the Assembly. (1) The High Gourt shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine any question whether— (a) any
persen has been vaiidly elocied as an Elected Member of the Nationsl Assembly or the sest of any such Mamber has became vecan; (b) any person has been validy elected a3 Speaker of the Assembly or, having besn so slected. has vacsted the offce of Spasker. (2) Any
estion whether any parson has been validy elected 25 a Specially Elected Member of the National Assembly or whether the seat of any such Member has become vacant shallbe determined by the Specker: (3) Parliament may make provislon with respect to— (a) the parsons
apply to the High Court for the determination of any question under this section; (b) the circumstances and manner in which the conditions upon which any such application may be made; and (c) the powers, practice and procedure of the High Court in refation to any
Such application. (1) There shall be a Clerk of the National Assambly and an Assistant Glerk of the National Assembly and theit ofices sfall be.ofices in he publc.service. (3) Thero shall ba.such ofher offies.n 1he depariment of tha Clek of the Assemply 2 may be Frescrvbed
by resolution of the National Assembly and such offces shall be offices in he public service. The Speaker, before assuming the duties of his office, and every Member of the National Assembly before taking his seat therein, shall take and subscribe before the Assembl
of allegiance. There shall preside at any sitting of the National Assembly—(a) the Speaker;(b) in the absence of the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker; or(c) in the absence of the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker, such Member of the Assembly (not being the Prosident or Vice.
President or 2 Minister or Assistant Minster) a5 (e Assembly may slectfortha sting. 1 of 1999, 5. 2(2) and b).If blecton i aken by any Member of the National Assembly present thal thee are presant n the Assembly (besides the person presiding) less than one tird of
the Members o the Assembly and, afer such interval as may be prescribed in the rles of procedure of the Assembly, the person presiding ascertains tha the number of Members present i less than one hir, he shal thereupon adjour the Assembly. (1) Save as othenvise
provided in this Constitution, any question proposed for decision in the National Assembly shall be determined by a maj e Members prosent and vofing. (2) Tho Atomey-Genoral shall have no vore. (3) Tha porson presiding in the National Aseembly snall
Rave neither an onginal vois Ror & Gasting vota, and f upon any guestion befors (he ASsembY he voIGs arc oguaiy diGed the moton shal ba I0SLANY parion who SIS or vores i ihe Nalional Assermibly Kaowing or having foasonable grounds for knowing that he is not eniied o
do so shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding P50 or such other sum as may be prescribed by Parliament for each day on which he so sits or votes in the Assembly, which shall be recoverable by action in the High Court at the suit of the Attorney-General (1) Subject to the
provisions of tis Conatiuton, the National Ascembly may reguiate fs own procedure.(2) The National Assermbly may aci notwilisianding any vacancy in s membership (including any vacancy ot fiisd when the Agsembly firt meels after any dissolution) and the prsence o
parlicipation of any person not entitled o be present or o partiipate in the procsedings of he Assembly shallnol invaidate those proceedings,(1) Thare shll be a House of Chifs for Botswana, (2) The House of Chiefs shall consistof_ (@) eight ex-cfico Members (b) four
lected Members: and(c) ree Specially Elected Menmbers: The excofilo Members of the House of Chiefs hallbe such persons as are or the time being performing the unctons of the office of Chietin akgatla, Bakwena, Bamalete, Bamangwato, Bangwaketse,
Barolong, Batawana and Batiokwa respectively. (1) The Elected Members of the House of Chiefs shall be elected from among their own number by the persons for the time being performing the functions e oAt Qo el mine Chobe, Norh East. Ghany, and
Kgalagadi districts, respectively. (2) The SpemaHy E\ecled Members of the House of Chiefs shall be elected by the ex-officio and Elected Members of the House of Chiefs in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution from among persons who are not and have not been
within the preceding five years aclively engage ) A person shall be deemed to be or to have been actively engaged in politics for the purposes of subsection (2) of this section in any circumstances in which he would be deemed to be or to have been so engaged for
{he pUrposes of secion B4()) of hs Consttution. (4) Subject b fhe provisions of subsections (5) and (6) of ths section & person sl be qualiiad to bb elected a5 a Speclally Eloctad Member of fhe House of Chicts . and shall ot ba qualiied {0 po 56 Glecied unlass. how.(2)
is a citizen of Botswana; (b) has attained the age of 21 years; (c) is able to speak and, unless incapacitated by blindness or other physical cause, to read English well enough to take an active part in the proceedings of the House; and (d) is qualified for registration as a voter for
the purposes of the election of the Elected Members of the National Assembly and is so registered. (5) No person shall be qualified to be elected as a Specially Elected Member of the House of Chiefs who— (a) is, by virtue of his own act, under any acknowledgement of allegiance,
obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; (b) has been declared insolvent or adjudged or otherwise declared bankrupt under any law in force in any part of the Commonwealth and has not been discharged, or has made a composition with his creditors and has not paid
his debts in full; (c) is certified insane or otherwise adjudged or declared to be of unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Botswana; (d) subject to such exceptions as may be prescribed by Parliament, holds any public office, or is acting in any public office by
virtue of a contract of service expressed to continue for a period exceeding six months; (¢) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the Commonwealth, or is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) exceeding six months imposed
on him by such a court or substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on him by such a court; (f) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any elections to the National
Assembly o the compilation or revision of any electoral register for the purposes of such elections; or (g) is disqualified for election to the National Assembly by virtue of provision made in pursuance of section 62(2) of this Constitution. (6) For the purposes of this section two or
more terms of imprisonment that are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms, and no account shall be taken of a sentence of imprisonment imposed as an alternative to or in default of the
payment of a fine. Every Member of the House of Chiefs shall, before taking his seat therein, take and subscribe before the House of Chiefs the oath of allegiance. There shall be a Secretary to the House of Chiefs whose office shall be an office in the public service. (1) An Elected
Member of the House of Chiefs shall vacate his seat in the House— (a) on a dissolution of Parliament; or (b) if he ceases to be a person for the time being performing the functions of an office of Sub-Chief in the district from which he has been elected. (2) A Specially Elected
Member of the House of Chiefs shall vacate his seat in the House— (a) on the dissolution of Parliament;(b) if he is absent from the sittings of the House for such period and in such circumstances as may be prescribed in the rules of procedure of the House; or (c) subject to the
provisions of subsection (3) f this secton, fany circumstances arise thatif e were not a Specially Elected Member of the Houss of Chiefs, woid disqualiy him for election as such. (3) I circumsiances such as are referred toin paragraph (o) of the prececing subsection arse
in relation to a Member of the House by virtue of the fact that he is declared insolvent, adjudged to be of unsound mind, sentenced to death or imprisonment or convicted of an election offence and it is open to the Member to appeal against the decision (either with leave of the
Gourt or Giher aulorty or witnout such feave), he shallforinwith Gease (o perfor his funclions as & Member of the Houss but. subject to the nex following subsection. he shail not vacate his seat il the éxpration of a period of 30 days thereaiter: Provided that the Chafman of
the House may, at the request of the Member, from time to time extend that period for further periods of 30 days to enable the Member to pursue an appeal against the decision, so, however, that extensions of time exceeding in the aggregate 150 days shall not be given without
the approval of the House signified by resolution. (4) If, on the determination of any appeal, such circumstances continue to exist and no further appeal is open to the Member of the House, or if by reason of the expiration of any period for entering an appeal or notice thereof or
the refusal of leave to appeal or for any other reason, it ceases to be open to a Member to appeal, he shall forthwith vacate his seat. (5) If at any time before the Member of the House vacates his seat such circumstances as aforesaid cease to exist, his seat shall not become
vacant by reason of hose crcumsiances. and he may resume (he perlormance of his functions s @ Member of (he House Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the House of Chiefs may, subject to the approval of the President, make rules requlating its own re
and in particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, make rules for &l o any of the following maller— (2) the appoiniment of election and (enUre of office of a Chairman of he House: (b) (e tme and place al which he House shall meet: (¢) (e manner
in which the views of the House shall be recorded and, if necessary, expressed to a Minister, the National Assembly, or to any other person or body:(d) the regulation and orderly conduct of the proceedings of the House; (e) the manner in which the Elected Members and Specially
Elected Members of the House shall be elected. The House of Chiefs shall not be disqualified for the transaction of business by reason of any vacancy among the Members thereof including any vacancy not filled when the House is first constituted or is reconstituted at any fime;
and any proceedings therein shall be valid notwithstanding that some person who was not entitied to do so sat or voted in the House or otherwise took part in the proceedings.(1) The House of Chiefs shall consider the copy of any Bill which has been referred to it under the
provisions of secton 88(2) of this Conslitution and the House shal be entied to submitresolutions thereo to the Natonal Assembly. (2) Any resolution Which has been submited to the National Assemly in accordance with the last foregoing subsection shall forwith be Iaid
before he Assemby by fhis Clerk ofthe Assembly. (3) Any inister who s responsibl fora Bll such as s referred o in subsection (1) of i section, or s representative, may atiend the proceedings of the House when the copy of the Bl i being considared: (4) Any Minister
may consult the House of ny matter on which he desires to obtain the opinion of the House, and for that purpose the Minister or his jouse. (5) The House of Chiefs shall be entitled to discuss any matter within
e exaculive Of eqiSiative BTG of BooWEnG OF Wit It CONtors 5 GGEAbIS 101Ke CogZENCo I 16 Inierasts of 1h6 Hibes and Bibal GrAMZELOS  1oprasonts and 10 make ropreseriations oraon 1o s Prosident, or t sand Messates Mereon 1o 1ha Nalonel ASSembl,
{6) A persan attending the proceedings of the House of Chiefs by virue of the provisions of subsection (3)or (4) of ths section shal b entiled to take partin the praceedings of the House relating o the mater in respect o which he altends as f he were a Member o the House.
Provided that he shall not be entiled o vole in the House Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, Parliament shall have power to make laws for the peace, order and good government of Botswana. (1) Subject (o (he provisions of secion 89(4) of (his Constiution (he power
of Paiament to make faws shall be exercised by Bills passad by the National Assambly. fter reforance i the cases speciid in section G8(2) o tis Concitution 1o 1 Houses of Ghiets, and assenied t by the President. (3) When a Bill s prsented to the President for assent he
shall either assent or withhold his assent. (3) Where the President withholds his assent to a Bill, the Bill shall be retured to the National Assembly. (4) If where the President withholds his assent to a Bill the Assembly resolves within six months of the Bill being returned to it that
the Bill should again be presented for assent, the President shall assent to the Bill within 21 days of its being again presented to him, unless he sooner dissolves Parliament. (5) When a Bill that has been duly passed and presented for assent is assented to in accordance with
the provisions of this Constitution it shall become law and the President shall thereupon cause it to be published in the Gazette as a law.(6) No law made by Parliament shall come into operation until it has been published in the Gazette, but Parliament may postpone the coming
into operation of any such law and may make laws with retrospective effect. (7) All laws made by Pariiament shall be styled "Acts” and the words of enactment shall be "enacted by the Parliament of Botswana". (1) Except upon the recommendation of the President, which
recommendation may be signified by the Vice-President or a Minister, the National Assembly shall not— (a) proceed upon any Bill (including any amendment to a Bill that, in the opinion of the person presiding, makes provision for any of the following purposes— (i) for the
imposition of taxation or the alteration of taxation otherwise than by reduction; (i) for the imposition of any charge upon the revenues or other funds of Botswana or the alteration of any such charge otherwise than by reduction; ii) for the payment, issue or withdrawal from any
public fund of Botswana of any moneys not charged thereon or any increase in the amount of such payment, issue or withdrawal; or (iv) for the composition or remission of any debt to the Government of Botswana: (b) proceed upon any motion (including any amendment to a
motion) the effect of which, in the opinion of the person presiding, would be to make provision for any of those purposes. (2) The National Assembly shall not proceed upon any Bil (including any amendment to a Bill that, in the opinion of the person presiding, would, if enacted,
alter any of the provisions of this Constitution or affect— (a) the designation, recognition, removal of powers of Chiefs, Sub-Chiefs or Headmen; (b) the organization, powers or administration of customary courts; (c) customary law, or the ascertainment or recording of customary
Iaw; or (d) tribal organization or tribal property, unless— (1) a copy of the Bill has been referred to the House of Chiefs ater it has been introduced in the National Assembly; and (ii) a period of 30 days has elapsed from the date when the copy of the Bill was referred to the House
o7 Chiels (1) Subject to the provisions of tis section Parfament may alte this Constituion. (2) A & for o Act of Pl ament under 1 section sl ol be ineduced o (he Natlona) Assermbly uyess e o of (e Bl es becn publishid n e Gazelie nol s (an 20 daye
before it is 5o introduced. (3) In so far as it alters any of the provisions of— (a) Chapter [I; sections 30 to 44 inclusive, 47 to 51 inclusive, and 56; sections 77 to 79 inclusive and section 85; Chapter VII; or sections 117 to 120 inclusive and section 127 in its application to any of the
provisions mentioned in this paragraph; (b) sections 57, 63 to 66 inclusive, 86 to 89 inclusive, 90(2) and (3), 91(2), (3), (4) and (5), and 92; Chapter VI; and section 127 in its application to any of the provisions mentioned in this paragraph, a Bill for an Act of Parliament under this
section shall not be passed by the National Assembly unless— (i) the final voting on the Bill in the Assembly takes piace not less than three months after the previous voting thereon in the Assembly; and (ii) at such final voting the Bill is supported by the votes of not less than two-
hirds of 2l e Mormibers of the Assembiy. (4) In a0 far as it alters any of the provisions mentioned in subsaction (3)(3) of tis section no Bil shall ba présentod o the Prescdent for his assent anless after It passage by the Aasambly it hab béen supmitiod (o the electors qualiied
to vote in the election of the Elected Members of the National Assembly, and, on a vote taken in such manner as Parliament may prescribe, the majority of the electors voting have approved the Bill. (5) In this section— (a) references to any provision of this Constitution include
references to any provision of a law that alters that provision; and (b) references to the alteration of any provision of this Constitution include references to the amendment, modification or re-enactment, with or without modification, of that provision, the suspension or repeal of
that provision and the making of a different provison in lieu (hereo (1) Each session of Parliament shall be held at such place within Botswana and shall commence at such time as the President may appoint. (2) Trere shall be & session of Parliament at least once in every year
so that a period of six months shall not intervene between the last sitting of Pariiament in one session and the first sitting thereof in the next session. (3) Whenever Parliament is dissolved a general election of the Elected Members of the Assembly shall be held within 60 days of
the date of the dissolution and a session of Parliament shall be appointed to commence within 30 days of the date of that general election. (1) The President may at any time prorogue Parliament. (2) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the President may at any time
dissolve Parliament. (3) Subject to the provisions of subsection (4) of this section, Pariiament, unless Sooner dissolved, shall continue for five years from the date of the first sitting of the National Assembly after any dissolution and shall then stand dissolved. (4) At any time when
Botswana is at war, Parliament may from time to time extend the period of five years specified in subsection (3) of this section for not more than 12 months at a time: Provided that the life of Parliament shall not be extended under this subsection for more than five years. (5) I,
after a dissolution of Parliament and before the holding of the general election of the Elected Members of the National Assembly, the President considers that, owing to the existence of a state of war or of a state of emergency in Botswana or any part thereof, it is necessary to
recall Pariiament, the President may summon the Parliament that has been dissolved to meet and that Parliament shall be deemed to be the Parliament for the time being, but the general election of the Elected Members of the National Assembly shall proceed and the Parliament
that has been racalled shall f not soaner dissolved, agein stand dissolved on (e day beforo he day on which the clecton is held. If the Nalional Assembly at any time passes a resolution supported by a ejorty of al the Members of the Assembly wh are eniited to vo
declaring that it has no confidence in the Goverment of Botswana, Pariiament shall stand dissolved on the fourth day following the day on which such resolution was passed, unless the President earlier resigns his office or dissolves Parliament. (1) The President may at any
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hall appoint, Any reference i tis Consttulon {0 e votes of wo-hirds of the Members of the Assembly shill be consirued as a reference o the voles o wo-irds o the Members of the Assembly excluding the person presiding and the Atorey: General. (1) Thers shallbe for
iigh Court which shall have unlimited original jurisdiction to hear and determine any civil or criminal proceedings under any law and such other jurisdiction and powers as may be conferred on it by this Constitution or any other law. (2) The jucges of (he High Court
Shal b6 he Chiot Justics and Such numbar of iher Jaages of the Court a5 may b prescibod by Partemant. Eroviced that 1 offca of & Judge of i Figh Cours Shall ot b6 Sbiahod ile mare 1 8 SUbStnte halGer thercor. (3, The Figh Court Shal be 2 Superior Cour of
record and, save as otherwise provided by Parliament, shall have all the powers of such a court. (4) The High Court shall sit in such places as the Chief Justice may appoint. (5) The High Court shall have jurisdiction to supervise any civil or criminal proceedings before any
subordinate court or any court martial and may make such orders, issue such wits and give such directons as it may consider appropriate for the purpose of ensuring that jusice s duly acministered by any such cour. (6) The Chief Juslice may make rules wih fespect to e
practice and procedure of the High Court i relation to the jurisdiction and powers conferred on it by subsection (5) of this section. (7) The Chief Justice may appoint a Rules of Court Advisory Comittee fo assist him in reviewing and overhauling the rules made under subsection
{6) andto acvise on proposats fo updato and amend such rules. (1) The Ghief Jusice shall the President. (2) The other judges of the High Court shall be appointed by the President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission. (3) A
person shall not be qualified to be appointed as a judge of the High Court unless— (a) he holds, or has held office, as a judge of a court having unlimited jurisdiction in civil and criminal matters in Botswana, in a Commonwealth country or in any country outside the Commonwealth
that may be prescribed by Pariiament or a court having jurisdiction in appeals from such a court; or (b) he is qualified to practise as an advocate or attorney in such a court and has been qualified for not less than ten years to practise as an advocate or attorney in such a court; (c)
he is qualified to practise as an advocate or attorney and he has had the experience in the teaching of law in a recognised university for not less than ten years; or (d) he is a Chief Magistrate who has held that office for not less than five years. (4) In computing, for the purposes
of subsection (3) of this secton, the period during which any person has been qulifed o praciise as an advocae or ationey any period during which he has held Judicil office ater becoming so qualified shall be ncludecL. (5) I the office of Chief Justice is vacant o f the Chief
Justice is for any reason unable to perform the functions of his office, then, until a person has been appointed to and has assumed the functions of that office or until the Chief Justice has resumed those functions, as the case may be, those functions shall be performed by such
one ofthe udges o the High Courtor suh other person quaified for appoiniment as a judge of the High Court 2s the President may appaint for that purpos: Provided that — () a person may be sppointed under inis subsection owithstanding that ho has atianed e ags of 70
years or such other age as may be prescribed for the purposes of section 97 of this Constitution;(ii) a person appointed under this subsection, who is not a judge of the High Court, m: e functions of the office of Chief Justice
by the holder o that ofica, conlinae to act as a judge of the High Gourt for 50 long thereafter and 0 such extant as may be necessary 1o enable him 1o deliver judgment or to do ary other thing in Clatente procaedings that werd commenced befors him previously thereto. (6)
the office of any judge of the High Court is vacant, or if any such judge is appointed to act as Chief Justice, or is for any reason unable to perform the functions of his office, or if the President, acting after consultation with the Chief Justice, is satisfied that the state of business in
the High Court regures that the number oﬁudges of the court should be temporarily increased, the President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission, may appoint a person qualified for appointment as a judge of the High Court to act as a judge
of that court: Provided that a appointed notwithstanding that he has attained the age of 70 years or such other age as may be prescribed for the purposes of section 88 of this Constitution. (7) Any person appointed under subsection (6) of this section to act as
2 judge of the High Gourt shall. subject 1o the provisions of section 37(4) 2nd (5) of this Constituion. continug to actfor the period of his appoINtMEnt or. f NG Such perod 5 specified, unt his appaintment s 1évoKked by the President, acting in accordance with the advice of the

Judicial Service Commission: Provided that the President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission, may permit a person whose appointment to act s a judge of the High Court has expired or been revoked to continue to act as such a judge for
such period as may be necessary to enable him to deliver judgment or to do any other thing in relation to proceedings that were commenced before him previously thereto. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a person holding the office of a judge of the High Court shall
vacate hat ofice on attining the age of 70 years o such other age as may be prescribed by Parliament: Provided that the President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Judiial Servioe Commission, may pemmit a judge who has attained that age to continie in offce for
such period as may be necessary to enable him to deliver judgment or to do any other thing in relation to proceedings that were commenced before him before he attained that age. (2) A judge of the High Court may be removed from office only for inability to perform the functions
o1 s office (whether arising from infimity of body or mind or rom any other cause) or for misbenaviour. and shall not be Sa removed except in accordance with ihe provisions of this section. (3) I the President considers that the question of removing & judge of the High Court
under this section ought to be investigated then— (a) he shall appoint a tribunal which shall consist of a Chairman and not less than two other members, who hold or have held high judicial office; (b) the tribunal shall enquire into the matter and report on the facts thereof to the
President and advise the President whether the judge ought to be removed from office under this section for inability as aforesaid or for misbehaviour. (4) Where a tribunal appointed under subsection (3) of this section advises the President that a judge of the High Court ought
fo be removed from office for inability as aforesaid or for misbehaviour, the President shall remove such judge from office. (5) f the question of removing a judge of the High Court from office has been referred to a tribunal under subsection (3) of this section, the President may
suspend the judge from perforning the funclions o hs ofic, and any Such suspension may atany time be revoked by the President and shallin any case cease to have effect I the rbunal advises the President that the judge ought notto be remaved fram office A fudge of the
High Court shall ot enter upon the dulies of his office nless he has (aken and subscribed such oath for (e due execution of his office as may be prescribed by Pariament. (1) There shall be a Court of Appeal for Botswana which shall have such jurisdiction and powers as may
e confarred on t by tis Consituion or any other aw. (2) The Judges of the Gourt of Appeal shall bé—.(a) the Present of the Court of Appex. (5) such number,  any. of JuStcos of Abpeal 25 may be presarbed by Paiament. and () the Ghief Jusiice and ine pther judges o
the High Court: Provided that Pariiament may make provision for the office of President of the Court of Appeal to be held by the Chief Justice ex-officio.(3) The office of a Justice of Appeal shall not be abolished while there is a substantive holder thereof. (4) The Court of Appeal
shall be a superior court of record and save as otherwise provided by Parliament shall have all the powers of such a court. (1) The President of the Cou shall, unless that office is held ex-officio by the Chief Justice, be appointed by the President. (2) The Jusices o
Abpeal, if any. shal b6 appoiniad by ine Preaident, acting in aCcordance with the advice of e JuGGal Servics Commission. (3) A persen shall nol bo quaITed ta ba appoinied a8 & adgo of e COU of Apbea) Unese.— (2] nb holds, o hit hala ofica ag. & judgs of a court having
uhlhmited junseiction n el and criminal matters i Botswana. in @ Commonviealth Country of in any country outside the Commonwaalth that may be prascribad by Pariament or a court having jurisdicion in appeals from suth a court:of (b) e is qualihed fo pracise as an advocals
or attorney in such a court and has been qualified for not less than ten years to practise as an advocate or attorney in such a court; or (c) he is qualified to practise as an advocate or attorney and he has had experience in the teaching of law in a recognised university for not less
than ten years. (4) In computing, for the purposes of subsection (3) of this section, the period during which any person has been qualified to practise as an advocate or attorney any period during which he has held judicial office after becoming so qualified shall be included. (5) If
the office of President of the Court of Appeal is vacant o f the President of the Court of Appeal is for any reason unable to perform the functions of his office, then, until a person has been appointed to and has assumed the functions of that office o until the President of the Court
of Appeal has resumed those functions, as the case may be, those functions shall be performed by such one of the other judges of the Court of Appeal or such other person qualified for appointment as a judge of the Court of Appeal as the President may appoint for that purpose:
Provided thal— () person may be appointed under this subsection " notwithstanding that he has attined the age of 70 years or such ofher age as may be prescribed for he purposas of section 10T o this Constituton (i) a person appointed under ths subsection, o is ot a
judge of the Court of Appeal, may, e functions of the office of President of the Court of Appeal by the holder of that office, continue to act as a judge of the Court of Appeal for o long thereafter and to such extent as may be
hotessary to enable Hi 1o daiver judgment of o do any other thing in rolaion (0 prccesdmgs that were commenced before him previously thereto. (6) If the office of a Justice of Appeal is vacant or if any Justice of Appeal is appointed to act as Chief Justice or President of the
Court of Appeal or is for any reason unable to perform the functions of his office, the President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission, may appoint a person qualified for appointment as a Justice of Appeal to act as a Justice of Appeal: Provided
that a person may be so appointed notwithstanding that he has attained the age of 70 years or such other age as may be prescribed for the purposes of section 101 of this Constitution.(7) Any person appointed under subsection (6) of this section to act as a Justice of Appeal,
shall subject to the provisions of section 101(4) and (5) of this Constitution, continue to act for the period of his appointment or, if no such period is specified, until his appointment is revoked by the President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission:
Provided that the President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission, may permit a person whose appointment to act as a Justice of Appeal has expired or been revoked to continue to act as such a judge for such period as may be necessary to
enable him to deliver judgment or o do any other thing in relation to proceedings that were commenced before him previously thereto. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a person holding the office of a judge of the Court of Appeal shall vacate that office on attaining the
age of 70 years or such olher age as may be prescrbed by Parliament: Provided thal-— (i) the President, acling in accordance wilh the advice of e Judicial Service Commission, may permita judge wiho has altained that age to continue in offce for such period as may be
necessary to enable him to deliver judgment or to do any other thing in relation to proceedings that were commenced before him before he attained that age; (ii) a person may be appointed as President of the Court of Appeal or as a Justice of Appeal for a fixed period of three
years notwithstanding that he has attained the age referred to in this subsection or that he will before the expiry of his appointment have attained that age; and (ii) the appointment as President of the Court of Appeal or as Justice of Appeal serving for a fixed period under
paragraph (ii) above shall not affect the date at which he is due to retire.(2) A judge of the Court of Appeal may be removed from office only for inabilty to perform the functions of his office (whether arising from infirmity of body or mind or from any other cause) or for misbehaviour,
and shall not be so removed except in accordance with the provisions of this section. (3) If the President considers that the question of removing a judge of the Court of Appeal under this section ought to be investigated then— (a) he shall appoint a tribunal which shall consist of
Chairman and not less than two other members, who hold or have held high judicial office; (b) the tribunal shall enquire into the matter and report on the facts thereof to the President and advise the President whether the judge ought to be removed from office under this section
for inability as aforesaid or for misbehaviour. (4) Where a tribunal, appointed under subsection (3) of this section, advises the President that a judge of the Court of Appeal ought to be removed from office for inability as aforesaid or for misbehaviour, the President shall remove
such judge from office. (5) If the question of removing a judge of the Court of Appeal from office has been referred to a tribunal under subsection (3) of this section, the President may suspend the judge from performing the functions of his office, and any such suspension may at
any time be revoked by the President and shall in any case cease to have effect if the tribunal advises the President that the judge ought not to be removed from office. A judge of the Court of Appeal shall not enter upon the duties of his office unless he has taken and subscribed
such oath for the due execution of his office as may be prescribed by Pariiament. ﬂ1) Thers shall be a Judicial Service Commission for Botswana which shal consistof- (2) the Chief Justice iho shll be Chaman (b) the Fresident of the Cotrt of Appeal (nol being (he Crief
Justice or the most Senior Justice of the Court of Appeal); (c) the Atiorney-General: (d) the Chairman of the Public Service Commission; (e) a member of the Law Society nominated by the Law Society; and (f) a person of intergrity and experience not being a legal practitioner
appointed by the President.(2) A member nominated under paragraph (o) or appointed under paragrapn (7)of Subsection (1) shal nold afiod for a period of o years, but shall e eliible fo re-nomination or f&-appointmen. as e case May be, for ancther temm of office or two
years: Provided that— (i) a member nominated under paragraph (€) may be removed from office by the rest of the members of the Commission acting together only for inability of the member to discharge the functions of his office whether arising from infirmity of mind or body or
any other cause o for gross misbehaviour; or (i) a member appointed under paragraph (f) may be removed from office by the President only for inability of the member to discharge the functions of his office whether arising from infirmity of mind or body or any other cause or for
gross misbehaviour. (3) A member of the Commission shall not enter upon the duties of his office until he has taken and subscribed such oath for the due execution of his office as may be prescribed by Parliament. (4) The Judicial Service Commission shall not be subject to the
direction or control of any other person or authority in the exercise of its functions under this Constitution.(5) The Commission may regulate its own procedure and, subject to that procedure, may act notwithstanding any vacancy in its membership or the absence of any member
and is proceedings shall not be invaiidated by the presence or parlicpation of any person not entiled to be present at or o participate in hose proceecings. (6) The decisions of the Commission shal be by the vote of a majory of the members present, and i the event of an

Sauslily of voies (he Chairman shall have @ casting vole. (1) Power to appoint persons to hold or act in offices to which this section applies, to exercise disciplinary control over persons holding or acting in such offices and to remove such persons from office shall vest in the
Prosident acing in ccordance with 1he advice of the JodiclalSeice Cormmasian, (112 oo 5 AT Siees K2 MCh 1 seoton 2PRISS, {0 xPress Sespina Somet Appeal and FHigh AR (m all offices of magistrate; (c) such other offices of President or member of any
Court o connecs Sy ol as may be prescribed by of Under an Act of Parlament. (3) In this section references (o a court do not include references to a court martia (1) Where any question as to the interpretation of this Constitution arises in any proceedings in any

subordinate courtand the court s o the opinon that the question invoives a substantial queston oflaw, th court may, and shall,if any party to the proccedings 5o requests, refer tho uetion (0 the High Gourt, (2, 1 ere any qLesion o ot e e HOh Pt by
of this section, the High Court shall give its decision upon the question and the court in which the question arose shall, subject to a eal, dispose of the case in accordance with that decision. An appeal shail lie as of right to the Court of Appeal from any decision of the High
Court which involves the inerpretaton of tis Constution, other than a decision of the High Court under Section 691) of this Consttution: Provided that no appeal Shall i from a detefmination of the High Court under ths Section dismissing ah application on the ground that it s
frvolous or vexations Subject to the provisions of this Constitution and of any Act of Parliament, power to specify the qualifications and disqualifications for holding such public offices as he may constitute shall vest in the President.(1) There shall be a Public Service Commission
for Botswana which shall sofsis of & Chéliman and not lass than two nor mer than four ofher embera (2) Tho members of the Public Sewice Gommission shall 6 appoinisd by (e Prosiden (3) A porson hal abt be qualiiad for aApOINMGN s & member of ihé Publc Service
Commission if he is a Member of the National Assembly or a public officer, or is or has within the two years immediately preceding his appointment been actively engaged in politics(4) For the purposes of this section a person shall be deemed to be or to have been actively
engaged in politics in circumstances in which he would be deemed to be or to have been so engaged for the purposes of section 64(4)(b) of this Constitution(5) Subject to the provisions of this section, the office of a member of the Public Service Commission shall become
vacant—(a) at the expiration of three years from the date of his appointment;(b) if any circumstances arise that, if he were not a member of the Commission, would cause him to be disqualified for appointment as such; or(c) if he is removed from office in accordance with the
provisions of subsection (6) of this section.(6) Subject to subsection (7) of this section a member of the Public Service Commission may be removed from office by the President for inability to discharge the functions of his office (whether arising from infirmity of body or mind or
any other cause) or for misbehaviour.(7) If the President considers that the question of removing a member of the Public Service Commission under subsection (6) of this section ought to be investigated, then—(a) the President shall appoint a tribunal which shall consist of a
Chairman and not less than two other members selected by the Chief Justice from among persons who hold or have held high judicial office; and(b) the tribunal shall enquire into the matter and report on the facts thereof to the President and recommend to him whether th

member ought to be removed under subsection (6) of this section, and the President shall act in accordance with that recommendation(8) A member of the Public Service Commission shall not be removed from office except in accordance with the provisions of this section.(9) If
the office of Chairman of the Public Service Commission is vacant or if the person holding that office is for any reason unable to perform the functions of his office, then, unti a person has been appointed to and has assumed the functions of that office or until the person holding
that office has resumed those funcions, as the case may be, those functions shall be performed by such one of the other members of the Commission as may be designated in that behalf by the President.(10) If at any time there are less than two members of the Public Service
Commission besides the Chairman or if any such member is appointed to act as Chairman or is for any reason unable to perform the functions of his office, the President may appoint a person who is qualified for appointment as a member of the Commission to act as a member,
and any person so appointed shall, subject to the provisions of subsection (5)(b) of this section, continue to act until the office in which he is acting is filled, or as the case may be, until the holder thereof resumes his functions or until his appointment to act is revoked by the
President.(11) Except as provided in subsection (13) of this section the Public Service Commission shall not be subject to the direction or control of any other person or authorily in the exercise of its functions under this Constitution.(12) A member of the Commission shall not
enter upon thie dulles of hs offce unti e has taken and subscribed the oath of allegiance and such oath for the due execution of i offce as may bs prescrived by Pariament (13) Provision may be mads by or under an Act of Parliament prescribing the procedure of the

Commission and, subject thereto, the Commission may regulate its own procedure(14) Except as may be otherwise provided i its rules or procedure, the Commission may act notwithstanding any vacancy in its membership or the absence of any member and its proceedings
shall nol b invalidated by the présence o paricipation of any person not entliad 10 be prasent at o to partcipat in ose proceedings(15) Any decision of the Commission shall requirethe concurrence of a majory ofa the members thereof(16) A member of the Commission
shall not, during the tenure of his office or during the three years immediately following such tenure, be eligible for appointment to any public office other than that of High or other principal otswana in any other country or accredited

to any interational organization. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section and of sections 111, 113 and 114 of this Constitution, power to appoint persons to hold or to act in any Shioaming Public Sorvice, 0 oxercist Gisaipinary conrol over porsan holding or acting i such
offices and to remove from such offices shall vest in such person or persons as may be prescribed by Act of Parliament.(2) The provisions of this section shall not apply in relation to the following offices, that is to say—(a) the office of judge of the Court of Appeal or of the High
Court; (b) any office to which section 104 or 112 of the Constitution applies. (3) Before any person or persons as may have been prescribed under the provisions of subsection (1) exercise power to appoint to or to act in any public office any person who holds or i acting in any
fice the pawer to make appainiments fo which is vesied by this Constitution n the President acing in accordance with the adice of the Judicial Senvice Commission suh person shall consuit with the Judicial Service Commission. (1) Any o the
Botswana Police Force o the Prison Service who has baen removed fram office or subjected to any other punishment by the exercise of any powers conferred on any person under the provisions of secion 110 of tis Constitution may ppeal o the Public Service Commi
Who may QISSS such appeal of allow i wholly of I FEIt. (5) SUbjEct1o 1 proviSions o7 SubseCion 13) cvely Jeciion of e BUBIIC Sarice Commission under he provisons of s Sectiof shall be il (3) Notwithatanaing anyihing Containad in Subsection ()1 the Publc Sevics
Commission dismisses an appeal or allows it in part only the person who appealed may appeal to the President. (4) If any person appeals to the President in accordance with the provisions of subsection (3) of this section the President shall either dismiss the appeal or shall order
that it be heard by a tribunal appointed by the President, the Chairman of which shall be a person who holds or has held high judicial office or is qualified to be appointed as a judge of the High Court. (5) If the President appoints a tribunal to hear an appeal in accordance with
subsection (4) of this section the tribunal shall hear the appeal and shall advise the President whether or not the appeal should be allowed either wholly or in part, and the President shall act in accordance with that advice. (1) The power to appoint a person to hold or act in offices
to which this section applies and to remove from office and to exercise disciplinary control over persons holding or acting in such offices shall, subject to the provisions of sections 113 and 114 of this Constitution, vest in the President. (2) The offices to which this section applies
are— (a) Ambassador, High Commissioner or other principal representative of Botswana in any other country or accredited to any international organisation; (b) Secretary to the Cabinet;(c) Attorney-General; (d) Permanent Secretary; (e) Commissioner of Police; and (f) any other
superscale office (other than an office to which this Constitution makes specific provision for appointment or an office to which appointment is made under the provisions of section 104 of this Constitution) which may be prescribed by Act of Pariiament.(1) Subject to the provisions
of this section, a person holding the office of Attorney-General shall vacate his office when he attains the age of 60 years or such other age as may be prescribed by Parliament. (2) A person holding the office of Attorey-General may be removed from office only for inability to
perform the functions of his office (whether arising from infirmity of body or mind or any other cause) or for misbehaviour and shall not be so removed except in accordance with the provisions of this section. (3) If the President considers that the question of removing a person
Rolding the offce of Attormey-Genaral from office Qught to be Ivestigated then_— (2) e shal appoint  ibunal which snal consist of & Chairman and not 1ass than two oiher members: who hold or have neld high judicial office: and (o) the tribunal sall nauire into the matir and
report on the facts thereof to the President and advise the President whether the person holding the office of Attorney-General ought to be removed from office under this section for inability as aforesaid or for misbehaviour. (4) Where a tribunal appointed under subsection (3) of
this section advises the President that a person holding the office of Atiorney-General ought to be removed from office for inability as aforesaid or for misbehaviour, the President shall remove such person from office. (5) If the question of removing a person holding the office of
Attomey-Generalfrom offce has been referred to a tibunal under this secion, the President may suspend that person from performing the funtions of his office, and any such suspension may at any time be revoked by the President and shall in any case cease to have effect if
the tribunal advises the President that the person ought not to be removed from office. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a person holding the office of Auditor-General shall vacate his office when he attains the age of 60 years or such other age as may be prescribed
by Pariament. (3) A person holding the offico of Audor.General may bo romoved from biiee only for mabiity 16 periom the funcions of is office (whethor arising ffom nfirmity of body or mind or any other cause) or for misoehaviour and shall not 66 %0 femoved oxcept n
accordance with the provisions of this section. (3) If the National Assembly resolves that the question of removing a person holding the office of Auditor-General from office under this section ought to be investigated then— (a) the Assembly shall, by resolution, appoint a tribunal
which shall consist of a Chairman and not less than two other members, who hold o have held high judicial office; (b) the tribunal shall enquire into the matter and report on the facts thereof to the Assembly; (c) the Assembly shall consider the report of the tribunal at the first
convenient sitting of the Assembly after it is received and may, upon such consideration, by resolution, remove the Auditor-General from office. (4) If the question of removing a person holding the office of Auditor-General from office has been referred to a tribunal under this
section, the National Assembly may, by resolution, suspend that person from performing the functions of his office, and any such suspension may at any time be revoked by the Assembly by resolution and shall in any case cease to have effect if, upon consideration of the report
ofthe ribunal in accordance with the provisions of his secton, the Assembly does ot remove the Auditr.General fom offce. (1) The law o be applied witrespect o any pensions benefis thal were granted o any person before the coming nlo operalion of this Consitution
Shall be (he [aw hal was 10 force L e Gale on which (1056 bensfiis were granied or any law i force &l 2 laler dale hal s 1o less favourable (o Al person. (2) The law to be applied with respect to any pensions benefits (not being benefits to which subsection (1) of this section
applies) shall— (a) in so far as those benefits are wholly in respect of a period of service as a public officer that commenced before the date on which this Constitution comes into operation, be the law that was in force immediately before that date; and (b) in so far as those
benefits are wholly or partly in respect of a period of service as a public officer that commenced after the date on which this Constitution comes into operation, be the law in force on the date on which that period of service commenced, or any law in force at a later date that is not
less favourable to that person. (3) Where a person is entitled to exercise an option as to which of two or more laws shall apply in his case, the law for which he opts shall, for the purposes of this section, be deemed to be more favourable to him than the other law or laws. (4) All
pensions benefits shall (except to the extent to which under any law providing for the funding of pensions benefits they are a charge on a fund established by that law and have been duly paid out of that fund to the person or authority to whom payment is due) be a charge on the
Consolidated Fund. (5) In this section "pensions benefits* means any pensions, compensation, gratuities or other like allowances for persons in respect of their service as public officers or as members of the amed forces or for the widows, children, dependants or personal
representatives of such persons in respect of such service. (6) References in this section to the law with respect to pensions benefits include (without prejudice to their generality) references to the law regulating the circumstances in which such benefits may be granted or in which
the grant of such benefits may be refused, the law regulating the circumstances in which any such benefits that have been granted may be withheld, reduced in amount or suspended and the law regulating the amount of any such benefits. (7) In this section references to service
as a public officer include references to service as a public officer of the former Protectorate of Bechuanaland.(1) Where under any law any person or authority has a discretion— (a) to decide whether or not any pensions benefits shall be granted; or (b) to withhold, reduce in
amount or suspend any such benefits that have been granted, those benefits shall be granted and may not be withheld, reduced in amount or suspended unless the appropriate Commission concurs in the refusal to grant the benefits or, as the case may be, in the decision to
withhold them, reduce them in amount or suspend them. (2) Where the amount of any pensions benefits that may be granted to any person is not fixed by law, the amount of the benefits to be granted to him shall be the greatest amount for which he is eligible unless the appropriate
Commission concurs in his being granted benefits of a smaller amount. (3) The appropriate Commission shall not concur under subsection (1) or subsection (2) of this section in action taken on the ground that any person who holds or has held the office of a judge of the Court
of Appeal o of the High Court o the Audior-Generalor Attorney.Generai has been aulty of misbehaviour unless he has been removed from offce by reason of such misbchaviour. ) n i section “the appropriate Commissioff means-(a) n the case of benefits fo which any
erson may be eligible in respect of the service in the public service of a person who, immediately a public officer, was subject to the disciplinary control of the Judicial Service Commission or that have been granted in respect of such service, the Judicial
ission; (b) in any other case, the Public Service Commission. 81 In this secion penSions borchie” means any pensions, compensation, gratuities or other like allowances for persons In respect of thelf Service a5 pubic omcers (including service as public officers
o the former Protectorale of Bechuanaland) orfor the widows, children, depentiants or personal represerialives of such persons in respect ofsch service Al evenes or other moneys rised o tecelued for the purposes of the Gov otswana (not being revenues or
other moneys that are payable by or under any law into some other fund established for urpose or that may by or under any law the depariment of Goverment that Teceived them for the purposss of defraying the expenses of hat department) shall b5
peid inta ane form one Consalidated Fund, (1) No moneys shal b withdrawn from the Consolidated Fund oxcepl (o (6 meet expangturs that 1 charged upon iné Fund by s Consiution o by any Act of Paniament. (b) where g jssUe of o6 moneyS has been ayhorized
by an Appropriation Act, by a supplementary estimate approved by resolution of the National Assembly or by a law enacted in pursuance of section 120 of this Constitution. (2) No moneys shall be withdrawn from any public fund of Botswana other than the Consolidated Fund
unless the issue of those moneys has been authorized by or under a law. (3) No moneys shall be withdrawn from the Consolidated Fund except in the manner prescribed by Parliament. (4) The deposit of any moneys forming part of the Consolidated Fund with a bank or with the
Crotn Agents or Oversess Govemments and Administration or the nvesiment o any such monieys i securiies n which, under thelaw fo th tme being nfarce n Botswana, trustess aro authorized tainvest,or the maldng of advances {0 such extent and n suh offcumstances
eIy be peccrbad by Parlament shall nol be feaidec s o uiciaual of fioes moneys ror (e [l for o puosec o 1 seciion (1) The Miister for the ime being responsible for finance shall cause to be prepared and laid before the National Assembly, before or not
later than 30 days after the commencemer financial year, estimates of the revenues and expenditure of Botswana for that year (2) The 2 of cxens e conae 1) iHe Elietee for & Toar o fear (et e charged upon the Fund by
this Constitution or any other law) shall be included in a Bill to be known as an Appropriation Bill which shall be introduced into the Assembly to provide for the issue from the Consolidated Fund of the sums necessary to meet that expenditure and the appropriation of those sums
for the purposes specified in the said Bill. (3) If in any financial year it is found— (a) that the amount appropriated by the Appropriation Act for the purposes included in any head of expenditure is insufficient or that a need has arisen for expenditure for a purpose for which no
amount has been appropriated by the Appropriation Act; or (b) that any moneys have been expended on any head of expenditure in excess of the amount appropriated for the purposes included in that head by the Appropriation Act or for a purpose for which no amount has been
estimate showing the sums required or spent shall be laid before the National Assembly and the heads of expenditure shall be included in a supplementary Appropriation Bill, or in a motion or motions approving such
exbenditure, which shall b6 introduced or Mmoved in the Assembly. (4) Where any supplementary expenditure has been approved in a financial year by a resolution of the National Assembly in accordante with the provisions of subsection (3) of iis section, 2 supplementary
Appropriation Bill shall be introduced in the National Assembly, nof later than the end of the financial year next following, providing for the appropriation of the sums so approved.Parliament may make provision under which, if the Appropriation Act in respect of any financial year
has not come into operation by the beginning of tha financal year, the President may authorize the withdrauwal of moneys from the Consolidated Fund for the purpose of meeling expendiure necessary lo cary on the services ofthe Govermen! unl the expiration offour monihs
from the beginning of that financial year or the coming into operation of the Appropriation Act, whichever is the earlier (1) Pariiament may make provision for ofa jent, if satisfied that there has arisen an urgent
and unforeseen need for expenditure for which no other provision exists, to make advances from that Fund to meet that need. () //ere any acvance s e o he Cummgsnclss Pund. a supplomentary cimate shai b6 1 beiora he Nationsl Aesambly 25 b0 3 posabie
for the purposa of replating tho amount 5o acvanced. (1) There shall b6 paid to he holders of the offices 1o which this secion applies such salarias and such dllowances a5 may b presoribed by Bariament. (2) The salaries and any allowances payabla 10 the holders ofth offices
to which this section applies shall be a charge on the Consolidated Fund.(3) The salary payable to the holder of any office to which this section applies and his terms of office, other than allowances, shall not be altered to his disadvantage afler his appointment. (4) Where a
person's salary or lerms of ofice depend upon i option, the Salary orterms for which he apts shall for the purposes of subseglion (3)of this seciion, be deemed to be more advantageous to N than any otners o which he might have opted. 5) This section applies to the
offces ofudge of the Court of Appeal, udge ofthe High Court, member of the Public Service Commission, member of the Judiial Servce Commission, member of the Delimitaton G 1'{1) There shal be charged on the Consolidated
Fund all deb charges for which Bolswana s liable. (2) or (he purposes of s seclion debt charges include Interest, sinking fund charges, the repayment o amortzation of debl, and i expendmure o soanesion wih s reicing of loans on e Sbcuriy of tho revenues or the
Consolidated Fund of the former Protectorate of Bechuanaland or Botswana, and the service and redemption of deb thereby created. (1) There shall be an Auditor-General, whose office shall be a public office. (2) The public accounts of Botswana and of all officers, courts and
authoriies of the Governmen of Botswana, shall be aucited and reported or by the Autitor-General and fo that purposs the Aucitor-Gehersl or any person authorized by Fim in that behalf shall Rave acoess 1o all books, records, reports and other documents relating 1o those
accounts: Provided that, if it is so provided by Parliament in the case of any body corporate directly established by law, the accounts of that body corporate shall be audited and reported on by such person as may be specified by or under that law. (3) The Auditor-General shall
submit his reports to the Minister responsible for finance, who shall cause them to be laid before the National Assembly. (4) The Auditor-General shall perform such other duties and exercise such other powers in relation to the accounts of the Government o the accouns of o(her
public authories or othe bodies as may be prescrbe by o nder any Actof Parliament,(5) In the exercise of isfuncions the Auditor-General shallnot be subject 1o the directon or conirol of any other person or authory. 1) Any person who i agpainted o elect
office established by this Constitution may resign from that office by writing under his hand addressed to the person or authority by \was appointed or elacted: Provided that in ihe Case of & person who nolds office s Fresitant ns resignation ffom that office ey
200ressed 10 e Chief Justos, i (e Cac6 o & parson who holds pifie ab Speakar of Deputy Spoaker of tho National Assambly hs resighation am that office Shall be addressed 10 the Assembly. in 1he Case of an Elected or Specially Elecisd Mamber of the Assembly s
resignation shall be addressed to the Speaker, and in the case of a Member of the House of Chiefs his resignation from that office shall be addressed to the Chairman of the House. (2) The resignation of any person from any office established by this Constitution shall take effect
on the date or at the time indicated in the writing signifying the resignation or, if no such date or time is so indicated, at the time the writing is received by the person or authority to whom it is addressed or by any person authorized by that person or authority to receive it. (1) Where
any person has vacated any office established by this Constitution, he may, if qualified, again be appointed or elected to hold that office in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution. (2) Where a power is conferred by this Constitution upon any person to make any
Zppdiniment 1o any office. a person may be appolntad o that ofica hotwithatanding that some ofher parson may be holding that ofice, when that other person is or loave o absance pending the ralinquishmont of the ofica; and where two or more Rersons are hoicing the sama
office by reason of an appointment made in pursuance of this subsection, then, for the purposes of any function conferred tpon the hoider of that office, the person last appointed shall be deemed to be the sole holder of the office.




In the Name of the Most Holy Trinity, from Whom is all authority and to Whom, as our final end, all actions both of men and States must be referred, We, the people of Eire, Humbly acknowledging all our obligations to our Divine Lord, Jesus Christ, Who sustained our fathers
through centuries of trial, Gratefully remembering their heroic and unremitting struggle to regain the rightful independence of our Nation, And seeking to promote the common good, with due observance of Prudence, Justice and Charity, so that the dignity and freedom of the
individual may be assured, true social order attained, the unity of our country restored, and concord established with other nations, Do hereby adopt, enact, and give to ourselves this Consituton. The lrsh nafion hereby affims s nalignable, indefegsible, and soverelan ight to
choose its own form of Government, to determine its relations with other nations, and to develop its life, political, economic and cultural, in accordance with its own genius and traditions. The nafional terriory consists of (he Whole islanc of reland, s siancs and (e (ermona seas
Pending the re-Integration of the national tertory, and without préiudice to the right of the Paniament and Government estabiisned by this Constitution to exercise jurisdietion over the whole of that tarritory. the laws enactad by that Pariament shall have the lika area and extent
of application as the laws of Saorstat Eireann and the like extra-territorial effect. The name of the State is Eire, or, in the English language. Ireland. Ireland is a sovereign, independent, democratic state. All powers of government, legislative, executive and judicial, derive, under
God. from the people; whase RGNt t i 1o desianate the rulers of the Sizie and, in il appeal, o cecide all quéstians of national palicy. acéording 1o he reauiremants of the common gb0d. Thase powors of overnmern a6 GxErGisablo only by or on the authorly of 6 organs of
State established by this Constitution. The national flag is the tricolour of green, white and orange. The lrish language as the national language is the first official language. The English language is recognised as a second official language. Provision may, however, be made by
law for the exclusive use of either of the said languages for any one or more official purposes, either throughout the State or in any part thereof. On the coming into operation of this Constitution any person who was a citizen of Saorstat Eireann immediately before the coming into
operation o tis Consiitution shall become and be a cilzen of Ireland. The future acabisilon and loss of ish nationalty and citzenship shl be deterined n accordance with law. No,person may be excluded from rish nationaliy and ciizenship by reason of the sex of such
person. Fidelity o the nation and lovally (o the State are fundamental political duties of all ciizens. Al natural resources, including the air and all forms of potential energy, within the jurisdiction of the Parliament and Government established by this Constitution and all royalties
and franchises within that jurisdiction belong to the State subject to all estates and interests therein ot the time being lawfully vested in any person or body. Al land and all mines, minerals and walers which belonged (o Saorstal Eireann immediately before the coming inlo
operation of this Constitution belong to the State to the same extent as they then belonged to Saorstat Eireann. Provision may be made by law for the management of the property which belongs to the State by virtue of this Article and for the control of the alienation, whether
temporary or permanent, of that property. Provision may also be made by law for the management of land, mines, minerals and waters acquired by the State after the coming into operation of this Constitution and for the control of the alienation, whether temporary or permanent,
mines, minerals and waters so acquired. All revenues of the State from whatever source arising shall, subject to such exception as may be provided by law, form one fund, and shall be appropriated for the purposes and in the manner and subject to the charges and
liabilities determined and imposed by law. There shall be a President of Ireland (Uachtaran na hE\reann) heremaf(er called the President, who shall take precedence over all other persons in the State and who shall exercise and perform the powers and functions conferred on
{he President by (his Constitution and by (2w, The President shall be elected by direct vote of the very citizen who has the right to vote at an election for members of Dail Eireann shall have the right to vote at an election for President. The voting shall be by secret ballot
and on the system of proportional representation by means of the single o vore, Thb Bracetont Shalhald offce for sover years from the date upon which he enters upon his office, unless before the expiration of that period he dies, or resigns, or is removed from office,
or becomes permanently incapacitated, such incapacity being established to the satisfaction of the Supreme Court consisting of not less than five judges. A person who holds, or who has held, office as President, shall be eligible for re-election to that office once, but only once.
An election for the office of President shall be held not later than, and not earlier than the sixtieth day before, the date of the expiration of the term of office of every President, but in the event of the removal from office of the President or of his death, resignation, or permanent
incapacily established as aforesaid, an election for (he office of President shall be held within sixly days after such event. Every diizen who has reached his thirty-fifth year of age is eligible for election to the office of President. Every candidate for elecion. ot a former or relining
President, must be nominated either by: i. not less than twenty persons, each of whom is at the time a member of one of the Houses of the Oireachtas, or i by the Councils of not less than four administrative Counties (including County Boroughs) as defined by law. No person
and no such Council shall be entitied to subscribe to the nomination of more than one candidate in respect of the same election. Former or retiring Presidents may become candidates on their own nomination. Where only one candidate is nominated for the office of President it
shall not be necessary to proceed to a ballot for his election. Subject to the provisions of this Article, elections for the office of President shall be regulated by law. The President shall not be a member of either House of the Oireachtas. If a member of either House of the Oireachtas
be elected President, he shall be deemed to have vacated his seat in that House. The President shall not hold any other office or position of emolument. The first President shall enter upon his office as soon as may be after his election, and every subsequent President shall enter
upon his office on the day following the expiration of the term of office of his predecessor or as soon as may be thereafter or, in the event of his predecessor's removal from office, death, resignation, or permanent incapacity established as provided by section 3 hereof, as soon
25 may be after the sleciion. The President shall enter upon fis offce by taking and subscribing publicly, n the presence of members of both Houses of the Oireachtas, of Judges of the Supreme Court and of the High Court, and other public personages, the following declaration:
*In the presence of Almighty God | ,do solemnly and sincerely promise and declare that | will maintain the Constitution of Ireland and uphold its laws, that I willfulfil my duties faithfully and with the Constitution and the law, and that | will dedicate my
abiliies to the service and weifare of the peopld of Ireland. May God direct and sustain me.” The President shall notlsave ihe State during his tem, of office save with the consent of the Government. The Presidant may be [mpaached for stated misbehaviour. The charge
profared by cilher of the Hguses of the Oirsachias, subject to,and [ acoordance wih he provisions af s saction. A proposal to aihar House of the Oirachtas [0 prefar  Chargs against 176 President nder ths Soction Shll NGt b6 Gnteriained Uniass UpGn a netica of motton in
writing signed by not less than thirty members of that House.No such proposal shall be adopted by either of the Houses of the Oireachtas save upon a resolution of that House supported by not less than two-thirds of the total membership thereof. When a charge has been
preferred by either House of the Oireachtas, the other House shall investigate the charge. or cause the charge to be investigated. The President shall have the right to appear and to be represented at the investigation of the charge. If, as a result of the investigation, a resolution
be passed supported by not less than two-thirds of the total membership of the House of the Oireachtas by which the charge was investigated, or caused to be investigated, declaring that the charge preferred against the President has been sustained and that the misbehaviour,
the subject of the charge, was such as to rendor him uniit to continue in office, such resolution shall operate to remove the President ffom his office. The President shal have an offiial residence in or near the Gity of Dublin. The President shall recaive such amoluments and
y law. The and of the President shall not be diminished during his term of office. The President shall, on the nomination of Dail Eireann, appoint the Taoiseach, that s, the head of the Government or Prime Minister. The
Brovaont <hall, on the nomination of the Taoiseach with the previous approval of Dail Eireann, appoint the other memaers of the Goverment. The President-shall, on the advice of the Taoisech, accept he resighation or terminate the appointment of any memoer of th
Government. Dail Eireann shall be summoned and dissolved by the President on the advice of the Taoiseach. The President may in his absolute discretion refuse (o dissolve Dail Eireann on the advice of a Taoiseach who has ceased to retain the support of a majority in osil
Eireann. The Presidont may at any imer afer consultaton with (e Counci of State, cohvane a mecing af elihar or both of the Housos of the Gireachias. Every Bil pased or desmed fo have been passe of the Oireachtas shall require the signature
Prsident for its enaciment o faw. The Prosident shall promulgate every law made by he Oirsachias. The suprame command of (he Defence Forces s nercby vested in te Prosident. The éxerciss of the Suprem® GOMMANG of the Defence Forcee shall be regulated by law. Al
commissioned officers of the Defence Forces shall hold their commissions from the President. The right of pardon and the power to commute or remit punishment imposed by any court exercising criminal jurisdiction are hereby ve President, but such power of
commutation or remission may also be conferred by law on other authorities. The President may, after consultation with the Council of State, communicate with the Houses of the Oireachtas by message or address on any matter of nationsl or public importance. The President
may. afer consulfaion with the Caunal of Stte, adress @ message to the Natlon at any ime on any such matter. Every such message or address must,however, have recelved the approval of he-Govemment. The President shall nat bé answeranie to eiher Houss of the
Oireachtas or to any court for the exercise and performance of the powers and functions of his office or for any act done or purporting to be done by him in the exercise and performan inctions. The behaviour of the President may, however, be brought
under review in eilher of e Houses of the Oireachias fo the purposes of section 10 of Aricle 12 ofThis Consiittion or by any court tribuna or body appainted or desighated by either of the Houses of the Oireachtas for the vestigation of a charge under section 10 of the said
Article. The powers and functions conferred on the President by this Constitution shall im only on the advice of the Government, save where it is provided by this Constitution that he shall act in his absolute discretion or after consultation with
ofin rolation 1o the Council f Stats, o on 1he advics or nomination of, o on receipt of any iner commomcason rom any other person or body. Subject to this Constitution, additional powers and functions may be conferred on the President by law. No power or function conferred
on the President by law shall be exercisable or performable by him save only on the advice of the Government. In the event of the absence of the President, or his temporary incapacity, or his permanent incapacity established as provided by section 3 of Article 12 hereof, or in
the event of his death, resignation, removal from office, or failure to exercise and perform the powers and functions of his office or any of them, or at any time at which the office of President may be vacant, the powers and functions conferred on the President by this Constitution
shall be exercised and perfomed by & Commission constituled s provided in section 2 of (s Aricle. The Commission shall consist of the following persons, namely, the Chief Justice, the Chairman of Dail Eireann (An Ceann Comhairle), and the Chairman of Seanad Eireann.
The President of the High Court shall act as a member of the Commission in the place of the Chief Justice on any occasion on which the office of Chief Justice is vacant or on which the Chief Justice is unable to act. The Deputy Chairman of Dil Eireann shall act as a member of
the Commission in the place of the Ghairman of Dail Eireann on any occasion oh which the offie of Chalsman of Dall Eireann Is vacant or on which the said Ghairman Is unable to act. The Deputy Chairman of Seanad Ereann shall act as a member of the Commission in the
place of the Chairman of Seanad Eireann on any occasion on which the office of Chairman of Seanad Eireann is vacant or on which the said Chairman is unable to act. The Commission may act by any two of their number and may act notwithstanding a vacancy in their
membership. The Council of State may by a majority of its members make such provision s to them may seem meet for the exercise and performance of the powers and functions conferred on the President by this Constitution in any contingency which is not provided for by the
foregoing provisions of this Article. The provisions of this Constitution which relate to the exercise and performance by the President of the powers and functions conferred on him by this Constitution shall subject to the subsequent provisions of this section apply to the exercise
and performance of the said powers and functions under this Article. In the event of the failure of the President to exercise or perform any power or function which the President is by this Constitution required to exercise or perform within a specified time, the said power or function
shall be exercised or performed under this Article, as soon as may be after the expiration of the time so specified, The National Parliament shall be calied and known, and is in this Constitution generally referred to, as the Oireachtas. The Oireachtas shall consist of the President
and two Houses, viz.: a House of Representatives to be called Dail Eireann and a Senate to be called Seanad Eireann. The Houses of the Oireachtas shall sit in or near the City of Dublin or in such other place as they may from time to time determine. The sole and exclusive
r of making laws for the State is hereby vested in the Oireachtas: no other legislative authority has power to make laws for the State. Frovision may however be made by law for (he creation or recoanition of subordinate legislatures and for the powers and funciions of hese
Tegislatures. The Oireachtas may provide for the establishment or recognition of functional or vocational councils representing branches of the social and economic life of the people. A law establishing or recognising any such council shall determine its rights, powers and duties,
and its relation to the Oireachtas and to the Government. The Oireachtas shall not enact any law which is in any respect repugnant to this Constitution or any provision thereof. Every law enacted by the Oireachtas which is in any respect repugnant to this Constitution or to any
provision thereof, shall, but to the extent only of such repugnancy, be invalid. The Oireachtas shall not declare acts to be infringements of the law which were not so at the date of their commission. The right to raise and maintain military or armed forces is vested exclusively in
the Oireachtas. No military or armed force, other than a military or armed force raised and maintained by the Oireachtas, shall be raised or maintained for any purpose whatsoever. The Oireachtas shall hold at least one session every year. Sittings of each House of the Oireachtas
shall be public. In cases of special emergency, however, either House may hold a private sitting with the assent of two-thirds of the members present. Each House of the Oireachtas shall elect from its members its own Chairman and Deputy Chairman, and shall prescribe their
powers and duties. The remuneration of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of each House shall be determined by law. Each House shall make its own rules and standing orders, with power to attach penalties for their infringement, and shall have power to ensure freedom of
debate, to protect its official documents and the private papers of its members, and to protect itself and its members against any person or persons interfering with, molesting or attempting to corrupt its members in the exercise of their duties. All questions in each House shall,
Save as othervise provided by ihis Consttution, be determined by & ajority of the voles of the members present and voting other than tne hairman or presiing member. The Chaifinan o presiding member shall have and exercise a casting Vole i the case of an equaity of
votes. The number of members necessary to constitute @ mesting of either House for the xercise of s powers shal be determined by s standing orders. Allofficial reports and publications of the Offeachtas or o eiler House thereo and ulterances made n sither House
wherever published shall be privileged.The members of each House of the Oireachtas shall, except in case of treason as defined in this Constitution, felony or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest in going to and returning from, and while within the precincts of, either
House, and shal not in respoct o any Utleranae i sither House, b6 amanabla to any court or sy authorty othar than (he House tselt No person may b ai the Sama tme & membar of bofh Houses of the Oirbachtas, and, f any person wh i slrcady a member of Gither House
becomes a member of the other House, he shall forthwith be deemed to have vacated his first seat. The Oireachtas may make provision by law for the payment of allowances to the members of each House thereof in respect of their duties as public representatives and for the
grant to them of free travelling and such other faciliies (if any) in connection with those duties as the Oireachtas may determine. Every cifizen vithou distnclion of sex who has feached the ags of twenty.one years, and who s not placed under disabilty o Incapaly by (his
Constitution or by law, shall be elgible for membershio of Dail Eireann Every citizen without distinction of sex who has reached the age of twenty-one years who is not disqualified by law and complies with the provisions of the law relating to the election of members of Dail
Eireann, shall have th right t vote at an election for members of Dall Eireann, No law shall be enacied placing any cilzen under disabitY o incapecty for membership of D Eireann on he round of sex or GSqUaITYING any ciizen or olner person from volng at an dlecton for
members of Dail Eireann on that ground. No voter may exercise more than one vote at an election for Déil Eireann, and the voting shall be by secret ballot. Dail Eireann shall be composed of members who represent constituencies determined by law. The number of members
shall from time to time be fixed by law, but the total number of members of Dl Eireann shall not be fixed at less than one member for each thirty thousand of the population, or at more than one member for each twenty thousand of the population. The ratio between the number
of members to be elected at any time for each constituency and the population of each constituency, as ascertained at the last preceding census, shall, so far as it is practicable, be the same throughout the country. The Oireachtas shall revise the constituencies at least once in
every twelve years, with due regard to changes in distribution of the population, but any alterations in the constituencies shall not take effect during the life of Dail Eireann sitting when such revision is made. The members shall be elected on the system of proportional representation
by means of the single transferable vote. No law shall be enacted whereby the number of members to be returned for any constituency shall be less than three.Dail Eireann shall be summoned and dissolved as provided by section 2 of Article 13 of this Constitution. A general
election for members of Dail Eireann shall take place ot later than thirty days after a dissolution of Déil Eireann. Polling at every general election for Dail Eireann shall as far as practicable take place on the same day throughout the country. Dail Eireann shall meet within thirty
days from that polling day. The same Dail Eireann shall not continue for a longer period than seven years from the date of ts first meeting: a shorter period may be fixed by law. Provision shall be made by law to enable the member of Déil Eireann who is the Chairman immediately
before a dissolution of Dail Eireann to be deemed without any actual election o be elected a member of Dail Eireann at the ensuing general election. Subiect to the foregoing provisions of this Article, elections for membership of Dail Eireann, including the filling of casual vacanies,
Sl be requlated In accordance il law. AS soon as possible afte the presentation to Dail Ereann under Arice 28 of this Constttion of the Esimates of receipts and the Estimates of expenditie of the State for any fivancial year, DAil Ereann shall consider such Estimates.
Save in so far as may be provided by specific enactment in each case, the legislation required to give effect to the Financial Resolutions of each year shall be enacted within that year. Dail Eireann shall not pass any vote or resolution, and no law shall be enacted, for the
appropriation of revenue or other public moneys unless the purpose of the appropriation shall have been recommended to Dail Eireann by a message from the Government signed by the Taoiseach. Seanad Eireann shall be composed of sixty members, of whom eleven shall be
nominated members and forty-nine shall be elected members. A person to be eligible for membership of Seanad Eireann must be eligible to become a member of Dail Eireann. The nominated members of Seanad Eireann shall be nominated by the Taoiseach with their prior
Consont. The eleciod membete of Seanad Eireann shal b6 l6ctoh a5 folows:— 1T reo <hall bo elected by ine National University of Keiand. i Torab shall be s1ociod by o nvoraity of Dublin. i Forty three shall be elocied from panels of candidatos consitated 45 horeinafier
provided. Every election of the elected members of Seanad Eireann shall be held on the system of proportional representation by means of the single transferable vote, and by secret postal ballof. The members of Seanad Eireann to be elected by the Universities shall be elected
on a franchise and in the manner to be provided by law. Before each general election of the members of Seanad Eireann to be elected from panels of candidates, five panels of candidates shall be formed in the manner provided by law containing respectively the names of
persons having knowledge and practcal experience of the fallowing interests and services, namely:. | Natlonal Language and Culture, Lteature, Art, Educalion and such professional ntesis as may be defined by law forthe purpose ofthispanel: i Agricture and aed ntresis,
and Fisheries; iii Labour, whether organised or unorganised; iv Industry and Commerce, including banking, finance, and v Public social services, including voluntary social a t more than eleven and, subject to
i provisions of Artcla 18 hereof. not 1aes (han five membars of Seanad Eireann shall bo alectsd 1rom Sy one panel. A genoral elaction for Seanad Eireann shall take place not Iater than minety daya aftor 3 discoltion of DAl B, and foe et meeting of Seanad Eireann
after he general elegion shall ke place on a day fo be fixed by the President on the advice of the Taoiseach. Every member of Seanad Eireann shall, unless he dies, resigns, or becomes disqualified, continue to hold office until the day before the polling day of the general
ection for Seanad Eireann next held after his election or nomination. Subject to the foregoing provisions of this Article elections of the elected members of Seanad Eireann shall be regulated by law. Casual vacancies in the number of the nominated members of Seanad Eireann
Shil e i by nomination by the Taoiseach with the prior consent of persons so nominated. Casual vacancies in the number of the elected members of Seanad Eireann shall be filled in the manner provided by law. Provision may be made by law for the direct election by any
functional or vocational group or association or council of so many members of Seanag Eireann as may be fixed by such law in substitution for an equal number of the members to be elected from the corresponding panels of candidates constituted under Article 18 of this
Constitution. Every Bill initiated in and passed by Dil Eireann shall be sent to Seanad Eireann and may, unless it be a Money Bill, be amended in Seanad Eireann and Dail Eireann shall consider any such amendment. A Bill other than a Money Bill may be inifiated in Seanad
Eireann, and if passed by Seanad Eireann, shall be introduced in Dail Eireann. A Bill initiated in Seanad Eireann if amended in Dail Eireann shall be considered as a Bill initiated in Dail Eireann. A Bill passed by either House and accepted by the other House shall be deemed to
have been passed by boih Houses. Money Bills shall be initiated in Dail Eireann only. Every Money Bill passed by Dail Eireann shall be sent to Seanad Eireann for its recommendations. Every Money Bill sent (o Seanad Eireann for s recommendations shall, at the expiration of
a period not longer than twenty-one days after it shall have been sent to Seanad Eireann, be returned to Dail Eireann, which may accept or reject all or any of the recommendations of Seanad Eireann. If such Money Bil is not returned by Seanad Eireann to Déil Eweann within
such twenty-one days or is returned within such twenty-one days with recommendations which Dil Eireann does not accept, it shall be deemed to have been passed by both Houses at the expiration of the said twenty-one days. A Money Bill means a Bill whi nly
provisians dealing wih all or any of th following mitters, namely, the impositon, repeal, remission, aiteration o ragultion of taxstion; the mposition for the payment of cebt o other financial purnoses of charges on public moneys or the varation of rapeal of any sieh chan chargss‘
supply; the appropriation, receipt, custody, issue or audit of accounts of public money; the raising or guarantee of any loan or the repayment thereof; matters subordinate and incidental to these matters or any of them. I (his definition the expressions taxation”, “public money*
e ¥ respecively da notihclude any iaxalion, money o loan raisedl by local autharities or bodies fof oca) puboses. The Cheirman of Dl Eireahn shall certy any Bil which,in his opinion, 5 & Maney il o be a Money Bill and his cartiicate shall subject o 1he subsequent
provisions of this section, be final and conclusive. Seanad Eireann, by a resolution, passed at a sitting at which not less than thirty members are present, may request the President to refer the question whether the Billis or is not a Money Bill to a Committee of Privileges. If the
President after consultation with the Council of State decides to accede to the request he shall appoint a Committee of Privileges consisting of an equal number of members of Dail Eireann and of Seanad Eireann and a Chairman who shall be a Judge of the Supreme Court: these
appointments shall be made after consultation with the Council of State. In the case of an equality of votes but not otherwise the Chairman shall be entitled to vote. The President shall refer the question to the Committee of Privileges so appointed and the Committee shall report
its decision thereon to the President within twenty-one days after the day on which the Bill was sent to Seanad Eireann. The decision of the Committee shall be final and conclusive. If the President after consuliation with the Counlof State decides not o accede to the regiest
of Seanad Eireann, or if the Committee of Privileges fails o report within the fime hereinbefore specified the certificate of the Chairman of Dail Eireann shall stand confirmed. This Article applies to every Bill passed by Dail Eireann and sent to Seanad Eireann other than a Money
Bill or a Bill the time for the consideration of which by Seanad Eireann shall have been abridged under Article 24 of this Constitution. \/henever a Bill o which this Article applies is within the stated period definec i the next following sub-section either rejected by Seanad Eireann
or passed by Seanad Eireann with amendments to which Dl Eireann does not agree or is neither passed (with or without amendment) nor rejected by Seanad Eireann within the stated period, the Bill shall, if Dail Eireann so resolves within one hundred and eighty days after the
exbiration of the stated pariod be demad 1o have béan passed by both Houses of the Oreachtas an th day on which he rosoluion is passod, The stated period i the period of ninaty days commencing on the day on which the Bl 5 first sent by Déil Eireann 1o Seanad Eireann
or any longer period agreed upon in respect of the Bill by both Houses of the Oireachtas. The preceding section of this Article shall apply to a Bill which is initiated in and passed by Seanad Eireann, amended by Dail Eireann, and accordingly deemed to have been initiated in Dail
Eireann. For the purpose of this application the stated period shall in relation to such a Bill commence on the day on which the Bill is first sent to Seanad Eireann after having been amended by Dail Eireann. If and whenever on the passage by Dail Eireann of any Bill, other than
2 Bil expressed to be a il containing  proposal to amend the Constitution, the Taoiseach cerifies by messags in wriling addressed to the President and fo the Chaiman of each House of the Oifeachas tha,in the opinion 'of the Government, the Billis urgent and immediately
e preservation of the public peace and security, or by reason of the existence of a public emergency, whether domestic or international, the time for the consideration of such Bill by Seanad Eireann shall, if Dail Eireann so resolves and if the President, after
Gonsuliaton with the Gouncil of State, concurs, be abriddad to'Such period as shall be SpeGiied i the TESOIUIOR. 1/1-1c 5 B 10 11 10! (1 A1 Se A1, of W b SCAnA EITCA [ bt 2breet uncier 15 ATELE 5 41 1 per 00 hEaed 1 1he roeoon & e
rejected by Seanad Eireann or passed by Seanad Eireann with amendments or recommendations to which Dail Eireann does not agree or is neither passed (with or without amendments or recommendations) nor rejected by Seanad Eireann within the period so specified the Bl
Shall be dlemed 10 have baen passed by bolh Houses of the Oitaachias at the expiraion o that period. When a Bil the time for ihe consideration of which by Seanad Eifean has been abridged under this, ATicie bacome law it shall remain n force for a period of ninaty days
from the date of its enactment and no longer unless, before the expiration of that period, both Houses shall have agreed that such law shall remain in force for a longer period and the longer period so agreed upon shall have been specified in resolutions passed by both Houses:
As soon as any Bill omer than a Bill expressed to be a Bill containing a proposal for the amendment of this Constitution, shall have been passed or deemed to have been passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas, the Taoiseach shall present it to the President for his signature
win wih the provisions of this Ariicle. Save as otherwise provided by this Constitution, every Bill so presented to the President for his signature and for promulgation by him as a law shall be signed by the President not earlier than
five and not ater than Soven days after the date on which the Bill shall have been presantad to R, AL 116 1EqLSS o1 (e GOVETIEN: ViR (18 ICr Concurrente of Seanag Elrean: (e Bresiant Moy S any B he SUblect of SUCh rEaIEat on 3 Gate which i Earicr e Tve
days after such date as aforesaid. Every Bill the time for the consideration of which by Seanad Eireann shall have been abridged under Article 24 of this Constitution shall be signed by the President on the day on which such Bill is presented to him for signature and promulgation
as a law. Every Bill signed by the President under this Constitution shall become and be law as on and from the day on which the Bill shall have been so signed. Every Bill signed by the President shall come into operation on the day on which itis so signed unless the contrary
intention appears. Every Bil so signed shall be promulgated by the President as a law by the publication by his direction of a notice in the lris Oifigitil stating that such Bill has become law. As soon as may be after the President has signed any Bill and promulgated it as a law,
the signed text shall be enrolled for record in the office of the Registrar of the Supreme Court and such signed text shall be conclusive evidence as to the provisions of such law. An official translation of every law enacted by the Oireachtas in the Irish language shall be issued in
the English language and an official translation of every law enacted by the Oireachtas in the English language shall be issued in the Irish language. This Article applies to any Bill passed or deemed to have been passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas other than a Money Bill,
or a Bill expressed to be a Bill containing a proposal to amend the Constitution, or a Bill the time for the consideration of which by Seanad Eireann shall have been abridged under Article 24 of this Constitution. The President may, after consultation with the Council of State, refer
any Bill ( which his Aride appfies 10 the Supreme Court for a decision on thé question &5 to whather such Bil or any specified, rovision or provisions of such Bil 15 of are fepudnant o this Constitution or to any provision theréo. Every such reference shall be made not ater
than four days after the date on which such Bill shall have been passed or deemed to have been passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas. The President shall not sign any Bill the subject of a reference to the Supreme Court under this Article pending the pronouncement of the
decision of the Court. The Supreme Court consisting of not less than five judges shall consider every question referred to it by the President under this Article for a decision, and, having heard arguments by or on behalf of the Attorney General and by counsel assigned by the
Court, shall pronounce its decision on such question in open court as soon as may be, and in any case not later than sixty days after the date of such reference. The decision of the majority of the judges of the Supreme Court shall, for the purposes of this Article, be the decision
of the Court In every case in which the Supreme Court decides that any provision of a Bill the subject of a reference to the Supreme Court under this Article is repugnant to this Constitution or to any provision thereof, the President shall decline to sign such Bill. In every other
case the President shall sign the Bill as soon as may be after the date on which the decision of the Supreme Court shall have been pronounced. This Article,applies to any Bill, other than a Bill expressed to be a Bill containing a proposal for the amendment of this Constitution,
which shall have been deemed. by Virlue of Article 23 hereof, (0 have been passed by both Houses of (he Oireachias. A majority of the members of Seanad Eireann and not less than one-third of the members of Dail Eireann may by a joint petition addressed to the President by
them under this Article request the President to decline to sign and promulgate as a law any Bill to which this article applies on the ground that the Bill contains a proposal of such national importance that the will of the people thereon ought to be ascertained. =ery such petiion
shall be in writing sianed by the petitioners, shall contain a statement of the particular ground or grounds on which the request is based, and shall be presented to the President not later than four days after the date on which the Bill shall have been deemed to have been passed
by both Houses of the Oireachtas. Upon receipt of a petition addressed to him under this Article, the President shall forthwith consider such pefition and shall, after consultation with the Council of State, pronounce his decision thereon not later than ten days after the date on
which the Bill to which such petition relates shall have been deemed to have been passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas. In every case in which the President decides that a Bill the subject of a petition under this Article contains a proposal of such national importance that the
will of the people thereon ought to be ascertained, he shall inform the Taciseach and the Chairman of each House of the Oireachtas accordingly in writing under his hand and Seal and shall decline to sign and promulgate such Bill as a law unless and until the proposal shall have
been approved either i by the people at a Referendum in accordance with the provisions of section 2 of Article 47 of this Constitution within a period of eighteen months from the date of the President's decision, or il by a resolution of Déil Eireann passed within the said period
after a dissolution and re-assembly of Dail Eireann. Every such Bill which shall have been approved either by the people or by a resolution of Dail Eireann in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this section shall as soon as may be after such approval be presented 1o the
President for his signature and promulgation by him as a law and the President shall thereupon sign the Bill and duly promulgate it as a law. In every case in which the President decides that a Bl the subject of a petition under this Article does not contain a proposal of such
national importance that the willof the people thereon ought to be ascertained, he shall o the Tzoiseach and the Ghaiman of each Hoise of the Gireachtas accordingly in writing under s hand and Seal, and such Bil shall be signed by the President not later than eleven

days after the date on which the Bill shall have been deemed to have been passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas and shall be duly promulgated by him as a law. The Government shall consist of not less than seven and not more than fifteen members who shall be appointed
by the President in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution. The executive power of the State shall, subject to the provisions of this Constitution, be exercised by or on the authority of the Government. War shall not be declared and the State shall not participate in any
war save with the assent of Déil Eireann. In the case of actual invasion, however, the Government may take whatever steps they may consider necessary for the protection of the State, and Dail Eireann if not siting shall be summoned to meet at the earliest practicable date.
Nothing in this Consiftuton shal be invoked toinvaidate any law enacied by the Girachtas which s exprossed (o be for the purpose of securing the publc safety and he preservation of the State n time of war or armed rebelfion orto ulify any act done or purporting fo be done
in purstiance of any such law. The Government shall be responsible (o Dail Eireann. The Government shall meet and act as a collective authority, and shall b for the D of State by the members of the Government. The Covernment
shall prepare Estimates of the Receipts and Estimates of the Expenditure of the State for each financial year, and shall present them to Dail e or Consration T hondof e Government, or Prime Minister, shall be called, and is in this Constitution referred to as, the
Taoiseach. The Taoiseach shall keep the President generally informed on matters of domestic and international policy. The Taoiseach shall nominate a member of the Government to be the Tanaiste. The Tanaiste shall act for all purposes in the place of the Taoiseach if the
Taoiseach should die, or become permanently incapacitated, until a new Taoiseach shall have been appointed. The Tanaiste shall also act for or in the place of the Taoiseach during the temporary absence of the Taoiseach. The Taoiseach, the Tanaiste and the member of the
Government who is in charge of the Department of Finance must be members of Dail Eireann. The other members of the Government must be members of Dail Eireann or Seanad Eireann, but not more than two may be members of Seanad Eireann. Every member of the
Government shall have the right to attend and be heard in each House of the Oireachtas. The Taoiseach may resign from office at any ime by placing his resignation in the hands of the President. Any other member of the Government may resign from office by placing his
resignation in the hands of the Taciseach for submission to the President. The President shall accept the resignation of a member of the Government, other than the Taoiseach, if so advised by the Taciseach. The Taoiseach may at any time, for reasons which to him seem
sufficient, request a member of the Government to resign; should the member concerned fail to comply with the request, his appointment shall be terminated by the President f the Taciseach so advises. The Taciseach shall resign from office upon his ceasing to retain the support
of amajority in Déil Eireann unless on his advice the President dissolves Déil Eireann and on the reassembly of Dail Eireann after the dissolution the Taoiseach secures the support of a majority in Dail Eireann. If the Taoiseach at any time resigns from office the other members
of the Government shall be deemed also to have resigned from office, but the Taoiseach and the other members of the Government shall continue to carry on their duties until their successors shall have been appointed. The members of the Government in office at the date of a
dissolution of Déil Eireann shall continue to hold office until their successors shall have been appointed. The following matters shall be regulated in accordance with law, namely, the organization of, and distribution of business amongst, Departments of State, the designation of
members of the Government to be the Ministers in charge of the said Departments, the discharge of the functions of the office of a member of the Goverment during his temporary absence or incapacity, and the remuneration of the members of the Government. Ireland affims
its devotion to the ideal of peace and friendly co-operation amongst nations founded on international justice and morality. |reland affims its adherence (o the principle of the pacific setilement of intemational disputes by intermational arbitration or judicial determinaton. Ireland
accepts the generally recognised principles of international law as its rule of conduct i ts refations with other States. The executive power of the State in or in connection with its external relations shall in accordance with Article 28 of this Constitution be exercised by or on the
authority of the Government. For the purpose of the exercise of any executive function of the State in or in connection with its external relations, the Government may to such extent and subject to such conditions, if any, as may be determined by law, avail of or adopt any organ,
instrument, or method of procedure used or adopted for the like purpose by the members of any group or league of nations with which the State is or becomes associated for the purpose of international co-operafion in matters of common concern. Every international agreement
to which the State becomes a party shall be laid before Dail Eireann. The State shall not be bound by any interational agreement involving a charge upon public funds unless the terms of the agreement shall have been approved by Dail Eireann. This section shall not apply to
agreements or conventions of a lechnical and adminstrative character. No intermational agreement shall be part of the domestic law of the Stale save as may be delermined by the Oireachtas. There shall be an Attorney General who shall be the adviser of the Goverment in
matters of law and legal pinion, and shall exercise and perfor ail such powers, functions and duies as are conferred or imposed on him by this Gonstitution or by law. The Attormey Geroral <hall be aopoinied by (e President on (he nominaton of ine Toiceach. Al cmes and
offences prosecuted in any court constituted under Article 34 of this Consfitution other than a court of summary jurisdiction shall be prosecuted in the name of the People and at the suit of the Attorney General or some other person authorised in accordance with law to act for that
purpose. The Attorney General shall not be a member of the Government. The Attorney General may at any time resign from office by placing his resignation in the hands of the Taoiseach for submission to the President. The Taoiseach may, for reasons which to him seem
sufficient, request the resignation of the Attorney General.In the event of failure to comply with the request, the appointment of the Aftorney General shall be terminated by the President if the Taoiseach so advises. The Attorney General shall retire from office upon the resignation
of the Taoiseach, but may continue to carry on his Quties unt he sucoessor o the Taoiseach shal have been appeinted. Sublect to the foreging pravisions of ths Arce, the office of Atiomey General, Indluding the remunerction to be pald to the hojder of the offce shall be
requlated by law. There shall be a Count aid and counsel the President on all matters on which the President may consult the said Council in relation to the exercise and performance by him of his powers and functions s are by this Constitution
be and o he Coumalof Siate, and (o exercise such other functions as are conterred on the said Gounci by tis taton he G o St aba e s Tolloaing mamoers: - A ex-offen membere: tho Tanoeaeh tno
Tanaists, the Chief Sustios, ihe Progidant of the High Court, e Ghaiman of bl Eirsann: the Ghamnan of Seanad Eirean. and i Atormay Genaral. i Every person able and willing to act a5 a member of the Councilof State who shall have held e offce of Prosident,of the
office of Taciseach, or the office of Chief Justice, or the office of President of the Executive Council of Saorstat Eireann. iii. Such other persons, if any, as may be appointed by the President under this Article to be members of the Council of State. The President may at any time
and from time to time by warrant under his hand and Seal appoint such other persons as, in his absolute discretion, he may think fit, to be members of the Council of State, but not more than seven persons so appointed shall be members of the Council of State at the same time.
Every member of the Council of State shall at the first meeting thereof which he attends as a member take and subscribe a declaration in the following form: “In the presence of Amighty God I,, do solemnly and sincerely promise and declare that  willfaithfully and conscientiously
fulfil my duties as a member of the Council of State.” Every member of the Council of State appointed by the President, unless he dies, resigns, becomes permanently incapacitated, or is removed from office, shall hold office until the successor of the President by whom he was
appoinied shal have entered upon s offce. Any member of the Gouncil of State appainted by the President may residn from office by plaGa his resianation in the hands of the Président. The President may, for reasons which to him seem sufficient, by an order under his hand
and Seal, terminate the appoiniment of any member o the Counalof State appointed by im, Meetings of the Council o State may be convened by the President at such times and places as he shal determine. The President shall not exercis or perform any of the powers or
functions which are by this Constitution expressed to b by him after with the Council of State unless, and on every occasion before so doing, he shall have convened a meeting of the Council of State and the members present at such
(S S e ben Heard o) i There shall be a Comptroller and Auditor General to control on behalf of the State al disbursements and to audit all accounts of moneys administered by or under the authority of the Oireachtas. e Corr o1 o 41 A Coneral <1
be appointed by the President on the nomination of Dail Eireann. The Comptroller and Auditor General shall not be a member of either House of the Oireachtas and shall not hold any other office or position of emolument. The Comptroller and Auditor General shall report to Dail
Eireann at stated periods as determined by law. The Comptroller and Auditor General shall not be removed from office except for stated misbehaviour or incapacity, and then only upon resolutions passed by Dail Eireann and by Seanad Eireann calling for his removal. The
Taoiseach shall duly notify the President of any such resolutions as aforesaid passed by Déil Eireann and by Seanad Eireann and shall send him a copy of each such resolution certified by the Chairman of the House of the Oireachtas by which it shall have been passed. Upon
receipt of such notification and of copies of such resolutions, the President shall forthwith, by an order under his hand and Seal, remove the Comptroller and Auditor General from office. Subject to the foregoing, the terms and conditions of the office of Comptroller and Auditor
General shall be determined by law. Justice shall be administered in public courts established by law by judges appointed in the manner provided by this Constitution. The Courts shall comprise Courts of First Instance and a Court of Final Appeal. The Courts of First Instance
shall include a High Court invested with full original jurisdiction in and power to determine all matters and questions whether of law or fact, civil or criminal. The jurisdiction of the High Court shall extend to the question of the validity of any law having regard to the provisions of this
Constitution, and in all cases in which any such matter shall come into question the High Court alone shall exercise original jurisdiction. The Courts of First Instance shall also include Courts of local and limited jurisdiction with a right of appeal as determined by law. The Court of
Final Appeal shall be called the Supreme Court. The president of the Supreme Court shall be called the Chief Justice. The Supreme Court shall, with such exceptions and subject to such regulations as may be prescribed by law, have appellate jurisdiction from ail decisions of
the High Court, and shall also have appellate jurisdiction from such decisions of other courts as may be prescribed by law. No law shall be enacted excepting from the appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Court cases which involve questions as to the validity of any law having
regard to the provisions of this Constitution. The decision of the Supreme Court shall in all cases be final and conclusive. Every person appointed a judge under this Constitution shall make and subscribe the following declaration: *In the presence of Almighty God I, , do solemnly
and sincerely promise and declare that | will duy and faithfuly and i the best of my knowiadae and power execute the offce of Ghief JUSte (or as he.case may be) without fear or avour. affecton or -l towards any man. and that il uphold the Condiiution and the faws
May God direct and sustain me.” This declaration shall be made and subscribed by the Chief Justice in the presence of the President, and by each of the other judges of the Supreme Court, the judges of the High Court and the judges of every other Court in the presence of the
Chief Justics or the senior available Judas,of the Suprerme Courtin open court The deciaration shail be made and subscribed by very fudge before entering upon fils duties a5 Such judge, and in any case not later than ten days after the date of his appoiniment or suh later cate
as may be determined by the President. Any judge who declines or neglects to make such declaration as aforesaid shall be deemed to have vacated his office. The judges of the Supreme Court, the High Court and all other Courts established in pursuance of Article 34 hereof
shall be appointed by the President. Aljudges shall be independent n the exercise of thei udictal functons and subjec oniy o ths Constitution and the law. No Judgo shall be sligibl to be o member of either. House of the Oireachtas o to hold any other office or position of
emolument. A judge of the Supreme Court or the High Court shall not be removed from office except for stated misbehaviour or incapacity, and then only upon resolutions passed by Dail Eireann and by Seanad Eireann calling for his removal. The Taciseach shall duly notify the
Presidant of afy such resolutions passed by DAl Eiteann and by Seanad Eirsann, and shall send Rim & copy of every such resolution Gefited by the Chéiitman of the House of the Oireachtas by which t snal have been passed. Upon receipt o such notfication and of copies of
such resolutions, the President shall forthwith, by an order under his hand and Seal, remove from office the judge to whom they relate. The remuneration of a judge shall not be reduced during his continuance in office. Subject to the foregoing provisions of this Constitution relating
to the Courts, the following matters shall be requlated in accordance with law, that is to say: i. the number of judges of the Supreme Court, and of the High Court, the remuneration, age of retirement and pensions of such judges, number of the judges of all other Courts, and
their terms of and ii. the an of the said Courts, (he distribution of jurisdiction and business among the said Courls and judges, and all matlers of procedure. Nothing in this Constitution shall operate to invalidate the exercise of limited
functions and powers of a JOCRER nature n matters other than criminal matters, by anycperson or body of persons duly authorised by law to exerdise such functions and powers, notwilhsianding that such person or such body of persons Is not  fude or 2 court appointed or
established as such under this Constitution. No person shall be tried on any criminal charge save in due course of law. Minor offences may be tried by courts of summary jurisdiction. Special courts may be established by law for the trial of offences in cases where it may be
Getormined i acoordance wilh such aw that ihe oriary courts are inadaguete (o securs the affodtive adminisiration of jusioe, and the prassvation of public peace and order. The conituion, poware, jutisdichon and procadurs of such spocial courts shall 86 préscribed by Jaw
Military tribunals may be established for the trial of offences against military law alleged to have been committed by persons while subject to military law and also to deal with a state of war or armed rebellion. A member of the Defence Forces not on active service shall not be
tried by any courtmartial or other military tribunal for an offence cognisable by the civil courts unless such offence is within the jurisdiction of any courtmartial or other military tribunal under any law for the enforcement of miltary discipline. Save in the case of the trial of offences
under section 2, section 3 or section 4 of this Article no person shall be tried on any criminal charge without a jury. The provisions of Articles 34 and 35 of this Constitution shall not apply to any court or tribunal set up under section 3 or section 4 of this Article. Treason shall consist
only in levying war against the State, or assisting any State or person or inciting or conspiring with any person 1o levy war against the State, or attempting by force of arms or other violent means to overthrow the organs of government established by this Constitution, or taking
partor being concemned in or nling or conspiring with any person to make ot toteke patt o be concered n any such attempt. Al ciizens shall, as human persons, be held equal before the law. This shall not be held to mean that the State shall not in its enactments have due
rd to differences of capacity, physical and moral, and of social function. Titles of nobility shall not be conferred by the State. No fitle of nobility or of honour may be accepted by any citizen except with the prior approval of the Government. The State guarantees in its laws to
Togpoct, and, 26 far 35 praclcable, by s o etard o Smireaie e personal rights of the citizen. The State shall, in particular, by its laws protect as best it may from unjust attack and, in the case of injustice done, vindicate the life, person, good name, and property rights
of every citizen. No citizen shall be deprived of his personal liberty save in accordance with law.Upon complaint being made by or on behalf of any person that he is being unlawfully detained, the High Court and any and every judge thereof shall forthwith enquire into the same
and may make an order requiring the person in whose custody such person shall be detained to produce the body of the person so detained before such court or judge without delay and to certify in writing as to the cause of the detention, and such Court or judge shall thereupon
order the release of such person unless satisfied that he is being detained in accordance with the law. Nothing in this section, however, shall be invoked to prohibit, control, or interfere with any act of the Defence Forces during the existence of a state of war or armed rebellion.
The dwelling of every citizen is inviolable and shall not be forcibly entered save in accordance with law. The State quarantees liberty for the exercise of the following rights, subiect to public order and morality: i. The right of the citizens to express freely their convictions and
opinions. The education of public opinion being, however, a matter of such grave import to the common good, the State shall endeavour to ensure that organs of public opinion, such as the radio, the press, the cinema, while preserving their rightful liberty of expression, including
criticism of Government policy, shall not be used to undermine public order or morality or the authority of the State. The publication or utterance of blasphemous, seditious, or indecent matter is an offence which shall be punishable in accordance with law. ii. The right of the citizens
to assemble peaceably and without arms.Provision may be made by law to prevent or control meetings which are determined in accordance with law to be calculated to cause a breach of the peace or to be a danger or nuisance to the general public and to prevent or control
meetings n the vicnty of sither House of the Oreachtas. . The ight ofthe ciizens o form associatins and unjonsaws, However, may be enacted for the requlation and corlrol nthe publicnterestof the exercise ofth foregoing fight, Laws requiating the manner in which the
tight of forming associations and unions and the right of free assembly may be exercised shall contain o political, religious or class discrimination. Tt recognises the Family as the natural primary and fundamental unit group of Society, and as a moral institution possessing
inclienabia and mprescrptitie rights, antecedent and superior 1 all posiive law. The S, faraford, Guarantaos o protac the Family in is congitution and Suthorty. 25 e NeGessery basis of Socil order and 26 INdiSpansabla to iha wellare of the Nation ang e Siata.
particular, the State recognises that by her life within the home, woman gives to the State a support without which the common good cannot be achieved. The State shall, therefore, endeavour to ensure that mothers shall not be obliged by economic necessity to engage in labour
fo the neglect of their duties in the home. The State pledges itself to guard with special care the institution of Marriage, on which the Family is founded, and to protect it against attack. No law shall be enacted providing for the grant of a dissolution of marriage. No person whose
marriage has been dissolved under the civil law of any other State but is a subsisting valid marriage under the law for the time being in force within the jurisdiction of the Government and Parliament established by this Constitution shall be capable of contracting a valid marriage
ithin hatjurisicton during he feime of the other party to the marrage so dissolved. The State acknowtedges tha the primary ani natural educator of the chid i the Family and guarantees to espect he Inalienable ight and duty of parents to provide, according o helr means,
for the religious and moral, intellectual, physical and social education of their children. Parents shall be free to provide this education in their homes or in private schools or in schools recognised or established by the State. The State shall not oblige parents in violation of their
conscience and lawful preference to send their children to schools establist State, or to any particular type of school designated by the State. T State shall, however, as guardian of the common good, requue in view of actual conditions that the children receive a
certain minimum education, moral, intellectual and social. The State shall provide for free primary education and shall endeavour to supplement and give reasonable aid to private and corporate educational initiative, and, when the public good requires it, provide other educational
facilies or institutions with due regard, however, for the rights of parents, especially in the matter of religious and moral formation. In exceptional cases, where the parents for physical or moral reasons fail in their duty towards their children, the State as guardian of the common
o0 by sppropria moane shall enceaou o upply e place of (e parerie, bl always i cue g or e natural and mpresciplble fgfs of e il The State acknowdedges that man. n vitue of his rational being, has the naturalrght, antscadent to positive [aw, to
he pivate BAETSH of external goods. The State acrordingly quarantaas to pass no law allempling 16 abolish he righ of pHVale ownership or e general right o ansier. bequeath, and inhert propery. The State r6coaniSes, however. that the exerciss of the rghts mentiored
in the foregoing provisions of this Article ougm in civlsociety,{o be reguiated by the principies of social ustica, The State, accordingly, may as occasion requies delimil by law thg exercise of the said rights with a view fo rsconciling their exercise with the exigendies of the
common good. The State acknowledges that the homage of public worship is due to Aimighty God. It shall hold His Name in reverence, and shall respect and honour The State recognises the special position of the Holy Catholic Apostolic and Roman Church as the
Guarcian of the Fath profeseed by the oreat majoriy of ine citons The Stato also racognises fhe Ghurch of Ireland, the Presbyiarian Churéh in reland: the Mathodist Church i reland, the Religious Society of Frionds n Irland, as well b tho Jaish Congrogations and the oifor
religious denominations existing in Ireland at the date of the coming into operation of (his Constiution. Freedom of conscience and the free profession and practice of religion are, subject to public order and morality, guaranteed to every aitizen. The Siale quaraniees not (o endow
any religion. The State shall not impose any disabilities or make any discrimination on the ground of religious profession, belief or status. Legislation providing State aid for schools shall not discriminate between schools under the management of different religious denominations,
nor be such as to affect prejudicially the right of any child to attend a school receiving public money without attending religious instruction at that school. Every religious denomination shall have the right to manage its own affairs, own, acauire and administer property, movable
and immovable, and maintain institutions for religious or charitable purposes. The property of any religious denomination or any educational institution shall not be diverted save for necessary works of public utiity and on payment of compensation. The principles of social policy
set forth in this Article are intended for the general quidance of the Oireachtas. The application of those principles in the making of laws sall be the care of the Oireachtas exclusively, and shall not be cognisable by any Court under any of the provisions of this Constitution. The
State shall strive to promote the welfare of the whole people by securing and protecting as effectively as it may a social order in which justice and charity shall inform all the institutions of the national life. The State shall, in particular. direct its policy fowards securing: | That the
Giizans (all o Whom, meh and women equally. have the raht 1 ah AdEGUtE Means of Ivelinooa) Mmay through (her eeupations ind (he means of MAKINg reaSonaIE provision for thei domestic naeds i That the ownership and control of the matenAl resources of the community
may be so distributed amongst private individuals and the various classes as best to subserve mmon good. iil. That, especially, the operation of free competition shall not be allowed so to develop as to result in the concentration of the ownership or control of essential
commodities in a few individuals to the common detriment. iv. That in what pertains to the control of credit the constant and predominant aim shall be the welfare of the people as a whole. v. That there may be established on the land in economic security as many families as in
the circumstances shall be practicable. The State shall favour and, where necessary, supplement private initiative in industry and commerce. The State shall endeavour to secure that private enterprise shall be so conducted as to ensure reasonable efficiency in the production
and distribution of goods and as to protect the public against unjust exploitation. The State pledges itself to safeguard with especial care the economic interests of the weaker sections of the community, and, where necessary, to contribute to the support of the infirm, the widow,
the orphan, and the aged. The State shall endeavour to ensure that the strength and health of workers, men and women, and the tender age of children shall not be abused and that citizens shall not be forced by economic necessity fo enter avocations unsuited to their sex, age
or strength. Any provision of this Constitution may be am ether by way of variation, addition, or repeal, in the manner provided by this Article. Every proposal for an amendment of this Constitution shall be initiated in Dail Eireann s  Bill, and shall upon having been
passed or deemed to have been passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas, be submitted by Referendum to the decision of the people in accordance with the faw for the time being in force relating to the Referendum. Every such Bill shall be expressed to be "An Act to amend the
Constitution". A Bill containing a proposal or proposals for the amendment of this Constitution shall not contain any other proposal. A Bill containing a proposa\ for the amendment of this Constitution shall be signed by the President forthwith upon his being satisfied that the
provisions of this Article have been complied with in respect thereof and that such proposal has been duly approved by the people in accordance with the fons of section 1 of Aticle 47 of ths Constituion and shallbe duly promuigated by the President as a law. Every
proposal for an amendment of his Consituion which is submitied by Referendum to the decision of the peopie shal, for the purpose of Article 46 of this Constitution, be held 1o have been approved by the people, i, upon having been so submitted, a majority o the voles cast ot
such Referendum shallhave boen cast i favour of s enactmentino law. £ cry Bl and every proposal, olher han & proposal 0 amend the Constiuion, hich s submiied by Referendu o the deciion of (he people shall be eld o have been veloed by the people 2 majcrly
of the votes cast at such Referendum shall have been cast against fts enactment into law and if the votes so cast against its enactment into law shall have amounted to not less than thiy-three and one-hird par cent. of he voters on the registe: Every Bl and every proposal,
Gther than a propesal to amend the Conslitubion, which 18 submitied by Referendum 10 the Oecision of the people shall or (he purposes of Aicla 37 horeaf be held to have boan approvad by ihé people nless vatoed by them in accordance with the provisions of e foragoing
sub-section of this section. Every citizen who has the right to vote at an election for members of Dail Eireann shall have the right to vote at a Referendum. Subject as aforesaid, the Referendum shall be regulated by law. The Constitution of Saorstat Eireann in force immediately
prior to the date of the coming into operation of this Constitution and the Constitution of the Irish Free State (Saorstat Eireann) Act, 1922, in so far as that Act o any provision thereof is then in force shall be and are hereby repealed as on and from that date. Al powers, functons,

Hights and prerogatives whatsoever exerdisable In of i respect of Saorsiat Eireann immediately before the 11th day of December, 1936, whether in virtue of the Constitution then in force or otherwise, by the authority in which the executive power of Saorstat Eireann was then
ared o bslong o the people. It s by enacled that, ave to the extent to which provision is made by this Consitution or may hereafter be made by aw for the exercise o any such power, function, fght o prerogative by any of the orgar\s established by
1S Consitution, ihe said powers, functons, s and prerogatves shall noi be exercised or be capable xercised in or in respect of the State save only by or on the authority of the The Il be of the of Saorstat
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Eireann as regards all property, assets, rights and liabilifies. Subject to this Constitution and to the extent o whicn they are not i ierewiith, the laws in force in ireann immediately prior to the date of the comlng o operation of this Constitution shall continue
to be of full force and effect until the same or any of them shall have been repealed or amended by enactment of the Oireachtas. |2 enacied before, bul expressed (o come ino orce after. (he coming into operalion of this Constitution. shall, unless olherwise enacted by the
Oireachtas, come ino force n accordancs with he terms theraal, Notwithstanding anything contained in Aricle 46 hereal. any ofthe pravisins of this Consliuton, excep the provisions of the said Atice 46 and tis Aricle, may: sublect as heréinafer provided, be amended by
the Oireachtas, whether by way of variation, addition or repeal, within a period of three years after the date on which the first President shall have entered upon the office. A proposal for the of this Constitution under this Article shall not be enacted into law f, prior to
such enactment, the President, after consultation with the Council of State, shall have Sianified in & message under his hand and Seal addressed to the Chaimman of sach of the Houses o the Orreachias that (e proposal Is in his opinion a proposal (0 efiect an amencment of
such a character and importance that the wil of the people thereon ought to by Referendum before its enactment inta law. The foregoing provisions of this Article shall cease (o have the force of law immediately upon the expiration of the period of hree years
rofarad to m aoetion 1 nereer This Aricl Shal bg omiled rom every oHCial oxt of the Consitution pubished afte the xpiration of (o Said period. This Aricle.and subsequent Ariies shall bo omitted ffor every oficial xt of this Gonsition publisned after the daie on which
the st President shall have entered upon his office Every Artile oftis Canstitulon which is hereaiter omitied in accordance with the foregoing provisins of this Atce fom the offiial text f ths Constitution shal notwihstanding such omission continue to have the force of
21+ On the coming into operation of this Constitution a general election for Seanad Eireann shall be held i accordance with the relevant Articles of this Consitution as if a dissolution of Dail Eireann had taken place on the date of the coming into operation of this Constitution.
For 18 purposas of Ie Ao referencas 1 tha relavant provisions of his Conaiittion to & dicselution of DAl Erean anall b Consiraed as rafarnng fo 1o coming wto aparation ot this Gonsttalion, &nd in (hase rovisons the Gxpression Dl Ereanme: Shall ncluds the Chamber
of Deputies (Déil Eireann) established by the Constitution hereby repealed. The first assembly of Seanad Eireann shall take place not later than one hundred and eighty days after the coming into operation of this Constitution. The Chamber of Deputies (Dail Eireann) est
by the Constitution hsreby repealed and existing immediately before il n the coming inlo operation of this Consitution, bacoms and bé Déil Bireann for al the purposes of #is Consttuion, Every person who (5 & mamber of thesald Chambor of Depies (D2l
Eireann) immediately before the said repeal shall, on the coming into operation of this Constitution, become and be a member of Dail Eireann as if he had been elected to be such member at an election held under this Constitution. The member of the said Chamber of Deputies
(Dail Eireann) who is immediately before the said repeal Ceann Comhairie shall upon the coming into operation of this Constitution become and be the Chairman of Dail Eireann. After the coming into operation of this Constitution and until the first assembly of Seanad Eireann.,
the Oireachtas shall consistof one House oniy. The House forming the Ofreachtas under this Aticl shall be Dail Eireann. Uil the first President enters upon his office, the Offeachtas shall be complete and capable offunctioring notwihstanding that thero is no President, Unti
the first President enters upon his office, bills passed or deemed to have been passed House or b both Houses of the Oifeachtas shall be signed and promulgated by the Commission hereinafter mentioned inslead of by the President. On the coming inlg aperation of this
Constitution, the Government in office immediately before the coming into operation of s Constttion shal ind be or the of this Constitution and the memb shall without any inder Article 13 hereof, continue
to hold their respective offices as if they had been appointed thereto under the said Article e members of the Government in affice on the date.oh which the first President shall enter Upon his office shall receive official appointments from the President as soon as may bo
after the said date. The Departments of State of Saorstat Eireann shall as on and from the date of the coming into operation of this Constitution and until otherwise determined by law become and be the Departments of State. On the coming into operation of this Constitution, the
Civil Service of the Goverment of Saorstét Eireann shall become and be the Civil Service of the Government. Nothing in this Constitution shall prejudice or affect the terms, conditions, remuneration or tenure of any person who was in any Governmental employment immediately
prior {o the coming into operation of this Constitution. The first President shall enter upon his office not later than one hundred and eighty days after the date of the coming into operation of this Constitution. After the date of the coming into operation of this Constitution and pending

the entry of the first President upon his office the powers and functions of the President under this Constitution shall be exercised by a Commission consisting of the following persons, namely, the Chief Justice, the President of the High Court, and the Chairman of Dail Eireann.
Whenever the Commission is incomplete by reason of a vacancy in an office the holder of which is a member of the Commission, the Commission shall, during such vacancy, be completed by the substitution of the senior judge of the Supreme Court who is ot already a member
of the Commission in the place of the holdar of such office, and kewise in the event of any mamber of the Commission being, o any occasion, unable to act, his place shall be taken on thay occasion by the senior judge of the Supremé Court who is avalable and is nol already
a member, or acting in the place of a member, of the Commission. The Commission may act by any two of their number. The provisions of this Constitution which relate to the exercise and performance by the President of the powers and functions conferred on him by this
Constitution shall apply to the exercise and performance of the said powers and functions by the said Commission in like manner as those provisions apply to the exercise and performance of the said powers and functions by the President. On and after the coming into operation
of this Constitution and until otherwise determined by law, the Supreme Court of Justice, the High Court of Justice, the Circuit Court of Justice and the District Court of Justice in existence immediately before the coming into operation of this Constitution shall, subject to the
provisions of this Constitution relating to the determination of questions as to the validity of any law, continue to exercise the same jurisdictions respectively as theretofore, and any judge or justice being a member of any such Court shall, subject to compliance with the subsequent
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provisions of this Article, continue to be a member thereof and shall hold office by the like tenure and on the like terms as theretofore unless he signifies to the Taoiseach his desire to resign. Every such judge and justice who shall not have so signified his desire to resign shall
make and subscribe the declaration set forth in section 5 of Article 34 of this Constitution. This declaration shall be made and subscribed by the Chief Justice in the presence of the Taoiseach, and by each of the other judges of the said Supreme Court, the judges of the said High
Court and the judges of the said Circuit Court in the presence of the Chief Justice in open court. In the case of the justices of the said District Court the declaration shall be made and subscribed in open court. Every such declaration shall be made immediately upon the coming
into operation of this Constitution, or,as soon as may be thereafter. Any such judge or justice who declines or neglects to make such declaration in the manner aforesaid shall be deemed to have vacated his office. On the coming into operation of this Constitution, the person who
is the Attorney General of Saorstat Eireann immediately before the coming into operation of this Constitution shall, without any appointment under Article 30 of this Constitution, become and be the Attorney General as if he had been appointed to that office under the said Article
30. On the coming into operation of this Constttion the person who s the Complroller and Audtor General of Saorstat Eiteann immedialy before the coming Inlo operation of this Constttion shal ithout any appalntment under Artice 33 of this Constittion, become and be
the Comptroller and Auditor General as if he had been appointed fo that office under the said Article 33. On the coming into operation of this Consti efence Forces and the Police Forces of Saorstat Eireann in existence immediately before the coming into operation of
this Constitution shall become and be respectively the Defence Forces and the Police Forces of the State. -very commissioned officer of (he ianen Foreet of Saorsat Evean immediately before the coming into operation of this Constitution shall become and be a  mtionca
officer of corresponding rank of the Defence Forces of the State as if he had received a commission therein under Article 13 of this Constitution. Every officer of the Defence Forces of the State at the date on which the first President enters upon his office shall receive a commission
from the President as soon as may be afterthal date. This Constitution shal come into pperation i on the day following the expiration of a period of o hunlred and eighty dave after s approval by the people sianified by a majorty of the votes cast ai a pebiscite thereon held
in accordance with law, or, ii. on such earlier day after such approval as may be fixed by a resolution of Dail Eireann elected at the general election the polling for which shall have taken place on the same day as the said plebiscite. A copy of this Constitution signed by the
Faciseach, the Ghief Justce, and the Ghairman of DAI Eireant, shall b anrolled forTecard in the offics of the Reaisiar of the Suprere Gourt, and such Saned copy shall e conclusive evidance of the provisions of this Gonsitution. I case of confict between the Insh and the
English texts, the Irish text shall prevail.

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves
and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this ‘Constitution for the United States of America. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of
ouse of shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, 21l the Eleciors i each State shall have the Qualifications requisite or Electors of he
most numerous Branch of the State Legislature. No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of twenty-five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected
be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen. Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall
be determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be made within
three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every
thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island and Providence
Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three. When vacancies happen in the Representation
from any State, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies. The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment. The
Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State. chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years: and each Senator shall have one Vote. Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of
the first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth
Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise, durmg the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the
Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies. No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine
Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen. The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no Vote,
unless they be equally divided. The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the United States. The Senate
shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted
without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present. Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under
the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to Law. The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives,
shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to the Places of choosing Senators. The Congress shall assemble at least once in
every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority
of each shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each House
may provide. Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for disorderly Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member. Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and
from time to time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, be entered
on the Journal. Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting. The Senators and
Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged
from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of their respecnve Houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House they shall not be questioned in any other Place. o Senator
‘or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which shall have been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased during
such time; and no Person holding any Office under the United States, shall be a Member of either House during his Continuance in Office.All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate
may propose or concur with Amendments as on other Bills Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the President of the United States I e
approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objections to that House in which it shali have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration
two thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a Law. But
in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be
returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in
which Case it shall not be a Law. Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the President
of the United States; and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the Rules and Limitations
prescribed in the Case of a Bill. The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence and general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties,
Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States; 1o borrow Voney on the credit of the United Sta(es To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes; To
establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States; To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures;
To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the United States; To establish Post Offices and post Roads; To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to
Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries; To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court; To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and Offences
against the Law of Nations; To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water; To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a
longer Term than two Years; To provide and maintain a Navy; To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces; To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress
Insurrections and repel Invasions; To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the
Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress; To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as
may, by Cession of particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State
in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings;—And To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, and
all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall think proper to admit,
shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person. The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas
Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it. No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed. No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in
Proportion to the Census or enumeration herein before directed to be taken. No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State. No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of
one State over those of another: nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in another. No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations made by Law;
and a regular Statement and Account of the Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time. No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person holding any Office of Profit or
Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or
Confederation; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation
of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility. No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing it's inspection Laws: and the
net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision and Controul of the Congress.B No State
shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually
invaded, orin such imminent Danger as will not admit of delay. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice
President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to which
the State may be entitled in the Conqress but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector. The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the
Electors, and the Day on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the United States. No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of the Adoption of this
Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States. The
President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Servwces, a Compensation, which shall neither be encreased nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within that Period any other
Emolument from the United States, or any of them. Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or Affirmation:—"| do solemnly swear (or affirm) that | will faithfully execute the Office of President of
the United States, and will 1o the best of my Ability, preserve. protect and defend the Constitution of the United States.” The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the
several States, when called into the actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective
Offices, and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment. He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties,
provided two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and
all other Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law: but the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think
proper, in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments. The President shall have Power to fill up all \/acanc\es that may happen durmg (he Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall
expire atthe End of their next Session. He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the Union, and o their C as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may,
on extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time of Adjoumment he may adjoum them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive
Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers of the United States. The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the United States, shall
be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery. or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors. The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts
as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The Judges. both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their their Services, a Compensation,
which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this Consmutlon the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, or which shall be
made, under their Authority,—to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls;—to all Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction;—to Controversies to which the United States shall be a Party;—to
Controversies between two or more States;— between a State and Citizens of another State,—between Citizens of different States,—between Citizens of the same State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and between
a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects. In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and those in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original
Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the Congress shall make. The Trial of all
Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have been committed; but when not committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or
Places as the Congress may by Law have direcied. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. Mo Person shall be convicted of
Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court. The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of
Blood. or Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person attainted. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. /nd the Congress may by general Laws
prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved. and the Effect thereof. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in the several States. A Person
charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the
State having Jurisdiction of the Crime. No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or
Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may be due. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction
of any other State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the Congress. The Congress shall have Power to
dispose of and make all needful Rules and Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United States,
or of any particular State. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on of the L or of the
(when the Legislature cannot be convened), against domestic Violence. The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose )se Amendments to this Constitution, or. on the Application of the
Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratmed by the Legislatures of three
fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand
eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate. All Debts contracted
and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this Consmuhon as under the Confederation. This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall
be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Authonly of the United States shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the
Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding. The Senators and before and th of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United
States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States. The Ratification
of the Conventions of nine Stales, shall be sufficient for the Establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same. The Word, "the " being interlined between the seventh and eighth Lines of the first Page, The
Word "Thirty" being partly written on an Erazure in the fifteenth Line of the first Page, The Words "is tried" being interlined between the thirty second and thirty third Lines of the first Page and the Word "the" being interlined between
the forty third and forty fourth Lines of the second Page. Attest William Jackson Secretary done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present the Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our Lord one thousand
seven hundred and Eighty seven and of the Independance of the United States of America the Twelfth In witness whereof We have hereunto subscribed our Names,
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Deconstructing the constitutions into individual words allows some exploration of
the actions, figures, frames and spatial relationships in the democratic mechanism.
These groups of words starts to reveal the system behind the democratic structure.
The nouns includes the role, the place and power structure within a governmental
framework, which are the requiring persons of the democratic operation and
certain programs within the democratic process; The verbs describe the electing
different groups of delegates, and the execution of power in individual roles or
collective decision making; the prepositions depict the hierarchy and relationships
of the roles and spaces, which show the passing and using of power within a certain
order.

ADD (v.), ADHERE (v.), ADMINISTER (n.), AFFIRM (v.), AFTER (prep.),
AGAINST (prep.), ALTER (v.), AMEND (v.), AMONG (prep.), APPLY (v.),
APPOINT (v.), APPORTION (v.), ARM (v.), ASSEMBLE (v.), ASSEMBLY (n.),
ASSISTANT (n.), ATTORNEY (n.), AUDITOR (n.), AUTHORITY (n.), BECOME
(v.), BEFORE (prep.), BETWEEEN (prep.), BIND (v.), BODY (n.), BOUND (v.),
BY (prep.), CAST (v.), CHIEF (n.), CHOOSE (v.), CITIZEN (n.), COLLECT (v.),
COLONY (n.), COMMISSION (n.), COMMITEE (n.), COMMONWEALTH (n.),
COMPOSE (v.), COMPTROLLER (n.), CONCUR (v.), CONGRESS (n.), CONSIST
(v.), CONTAIN (v.), CONTUNUE (v.), CONSTITUTE (v.), CONVENE (v.),
COUNCIL (n.), COURT (n.), CREATE (v.), DAIL EIREANN (n.), DEPARTMENT
(n.), DEPRIVE (v.), DEVELOP (v.), DIMINISH (v.), DISAPPROVE (v.), DISSOLVE
(v.), DIVIDE (v.), ELECT (v.), ELECTION (n.), ELECTOR (n.), ELECTORATE
(n.), ENTER (v.), ESTABLISH (v.), EXCEED (v.), EXCEPT (prep.), EXCLUDE (v.),
EXIST (v.), EXPRESS (v.), EXTEND (v.), FAMILY (n.), FOLLOW (v.), FOR (prep.),
FORM (n.), FORM (v.), FROM (prep.), GENERAL (n.), GOVERNMENT (n.),
HEREBY (prep.), HOLD (v.), HOUSE (n.), IMPORT (v.), IMPOSE (v.), IN (prep.),
INCLUDE (v.), INCREASE (v.), INDIVIDUAL (n.), INFORM (v.), INHABITANT
(n.), INTO (prep.), INVADE (v.), JUDGE (n.), JURY (n.), LAY (v.), MAINTAIN
(v.), MAJORITY (n.), MEET (v.), MEMBER (n.), MIGRATE (v.), MINISTER (n.),
MILITARY (n.), NATION (n.), OF (prep.), OBJEECT (v.), OFFICE (n.), OFFICER
(n.), OIREACHTAS (n.), ON (prep.), OVER (prep.), PARLIAMENT (n.), PART
(n.), PASS (v.), PEOPLE (n.), PERFORM (v.), PERSON (n.), PLACE (n.), PRESENT
(v.), PRESIDENT (n.), PREVILEGE (v.), PROVIDE (v.), QUEEN (n.), RAISE (v.),
RECEIVE (v.), RELATE (v.), REMOVE (v.), REPRESENTITIVE (n.), REPUBLIC
(n.), RESIDE (v.), RETURN (v.), SEAT (n.), SENATE (n.), SENATOR (n.), SESSION
(n.), SPEAKER (n.), STATE (n.), SUMMON (v.), THAN (prep.), TO (prep.),
TOGETHER (prep.), TRANSFER (v.), UPON (prep.), UNDER (prep.), UNION (n.),
VACANCY (n.), VACATE (v.), VEST(v.), VOTE(v.), VOTER (n.), WITH (prep.),
WITHIN (prep.), WITHOUT (prep.), WRIT (n.)
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Democracy as a rule of Drawing

Using these elements from last chapter of study as tools in a 3-dimensional
drawing, these words are acting as guidelines to the composing of lines, boundaries,
orientation and density. Set 0 is a sphere — a space with no hierarchy - and evenly
distributed reflected beams. The add-on of the constitutional elements will change
the shape of the sphere and the form of the depicting spaces.

The developing of this representational method embodies power structures,
democratic actions and intergroup relationship into the making of forms. This
system is with potential for a morphology of spaces. The goal is to transfer the
principle of democracy into the design of a political infrastructure within the
public realm.
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PLACE
PEOPLE

ASSEMBLE

(n.) sphere space.

(n.) figure, evenly distributed beam along
the sphere

(v.) the action on the figures, beams are
focusing on only one location.
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SENATE
HOUSE
FORM

TO

(n.) sphere space 1.

(n.) sphere space 2.

(v.) the action on the figures, the beams
always gather at one location.

(prep.) hierarchy of the space, the beams
always travel from one certain sphere to
another.

HOUSE
SENATE
PRESIDENT
CONVENE

BETWEEN

(n.) sphere space 1.

(n.) sphere space 2.

(n.) figure specified in the second space, the beams
are clustered within certain starting area.

(v.) the action on the figures, beams are focusing
on only one location.

(prep.) relationship between the spaces, two
spheres share one focus point.
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CONGRESS
HOUSE
PREVILEGE

IN

(n.) sphere space 1.

(n.) sphere space 2.

(v.) the action on the figures, the beams are
only starting from selective location.
(prep.) relationship between the spaces.
one sphere is in another

OFFICE
COURT
PRESIDENT
JUDGE
VEST
CHOOSE

AGAINST

(n.) sphere space 1.

(n.) sphere space 2.

(n.) figure specified in the first space, the beams are clus-
tered within certain starting area.

(n.) figure specified in the second space, the beams are
clustered within certain starting area.

(v.) the action on the figures, the beams are aiming on one
location.

(v.) the action on the figures, the beams are concentrating
on one point.

(prep.) relationship between the spaces, two of the concen-
trating points are away from the center of two spheres
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Behind the Democratic lllustration

In this chapter of the thesis is the collage of a complete picture of the contemporary
democratic operations. The first part is the spark of the research: a contemporary
political event happened in Taiwan in 2014, which raised the awareness of the
tension between public, politicians and media. The second part is the illustration of
the democratic vision that the politicians and the media are seeking to embellish.
The third part is the revealing of the political operations beneath surface of the
democratic illustration, which reveal the secret of the democratic system.
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The sparkle:

“Sunflower Movement”, the occupation of the Taiwanese parliament, in 2014 was triggered
by a Taiwan-China free service/trade agreement that passed the committee investigation in
a very short period of time. The bill has gone through all the nominal democratic process
yet with very little information that was released to the public, given the very controversial
relationship between the two countries. The occupiers used the protest as an opportunity to
raise the public awarness of the untold story from within the parliament

This research of the chaotic phenomena in Taiwanese politic is not solely focusing on the
free trade agreement itself, but to use this event as a starting point to understand the full
picture of the Taiwan’s contemporary democratic operations, especially the relationship
between politicians, public and media.
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lustration 1: Committeee investigation

The committee investigation is referred to as the most informative and should be the most
thorough process during a law making process. The delegates take this chance to debate and
discuss the subject matter. The media also has a responsibility to deliver the full message to
the public.

However, in the Sunflower Movement, the committee investigation seems to be shortened
and become only a place for the delegate to show up and fulfill democratic process. Where
did the real discussion take place?

Mlustration 2: Political party consultant forum

This very special setup within the Taiwanese Parliamental framework is to give each party,
no matter big or small, an equal seat in the discussion. The controversial act or bill will go
through this forum so that one delegate from each party could discuss more thouroughly
about Why couldn’t we open the room of secrets to everyone. The meeting of the whips
shouldn’t be a place for exchange of interest.

However, for this very controversial agreeement to be passed in the parliament. We didn't
see this forum being used. Then how did the party defend different groups of people in this
case?
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Mlustration 3: Public opinion

The delegates were supposed to hold public discussion meetings, gather information from
the pulic, match his own value, principle and believes with different advocating individuals/
groups. and form his own opinion accordingly.

There was indeed a record of public meetings for this Service/Trade agreement bill. However
has the true public opinions being reflected on the vote of the delegates? We saw that the
politicians have been in favor of certain groups of people, no matter the left/right wing
party they are in. What is controlling our delegates decision?
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Mlustration 4: Drafting the bill

After a series of discussion, the delegates come back to the office and drafting the bill and
speech. Maybe doing more research on their own. He/She is supposed to be clever and wise
to decide the words to put down.

However in the Taiwanese parliament, the delegates seemed not to carefully doing their
drafting work. After the public appearance the rest of the democratic process seemed to
be very detached from the public. The delegates still follow the order from their party, or
whichever group that can provide more support in the next election. Who is controlling the
direction of the bill?
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Mlustration 5: The voting

Because of the television, we will be able to see the voting in the parliament from the TV
screen. The delegates raised the hand for showing their position in public eye.

In many of the streaming video of Taiwanese parliament, we saw the fight and serious
argument during the debate session. But however when it comes to the voting session we
oftern see the absence of the opposition party. Is it just as what they said, that they are under
protest, or this is an orchestrated act?
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Truth 1: The delegate’s office

Our delegates has no longer focused on the study of a bill. Instead they cherished more the
public appearance and the media exposure. The office now become a place just for showing.
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Truth 2: Drafting of the bill

The direction of the bill are no being controlld by the resourceful donators and advocate
groups. The way they manipulate are by the donation or the control of the vote within their
group in the next general election. They are like the producer of a show that decide a big

concept of the story.
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Truth 3: Party Whip

The party whip is not an official position in the parliament. The position is set to coordinate
the opinions within the same party. However now the whips take more control over the
delegates vote instead of their individual decision. The delegate who is not following the
party over often face the expulsion from the party.
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Truth 4: The rehearsal

Before the real meeting takes place, the politicians has already rehearsed the discussion
before. There is an imaginary space other than the one we've seen on TV and media that all
of the secretive practice take place.
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Truth 5: The show

We all know the filming devices has given the public an access to the events that take
place in the parliament. However it also makes the politic a “Show” for the TV screen. The
politicians prepare for the actions and behavior for the TV appearance and that makes the
secretive operation behind the scenes even more secretive.
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Truth 5: The media

The final operation of the media is to pass the selective information and the bised comments
to the public. These mediums includes the TV, the social media and the website streamings.
The operation of the media not only include the embellishment of the democratic image,
and also the comments that will instruct/effect the public opinion.
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Reveal the Democratic Truth

“The subversive analysis uses environmental knowledge in order to
accelerate radical change through demystification, that is an analysis
that reveals the absurd as well as accelerates the downfall of the socially
repressive, be it political or scientific, military or cultural.”

--Bernard Tschumi “Environmental Trigger”

In the last chapter of the thesis, I referenced Tschumi’s theory about architecture’s
role as catalyst in revealing a social condition to the public. Though the hope of
solving the current political climate through the architectural design, we are living
in a reactive society and this social reconstruction would take a larger panel of
discussion. But luckily, the architecutre could act as an initiation for this discussion.

Through the architectural representation, the tension of the targeted issue would
be highlighted and presented in a believable form, which is architecture, so that
to raise the awareness of this social condition. Like in many dystopic sci-fi story
we've read, the contemporary social issues are being exaggerated and written in the
timeline of the future so we would believe this trajectory of social development.
The social absurdity to reveal here is the democratic operations in the previous
chapter, which is the democracy being a well-planned political show calibrated for
the media.
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The counter-design architectural proposal that response to these political conditions is a
committee pavilion that serves the need of filming and performing of the delegates. The
background of the site is set to be in Taipei city, within in a close distance to the political
core of the country.

With the 120 delegates in the parliament and split into 8 professional committees with 15
delegates of each. This committee pavilion is designed for 1 of the 8 committees. The site is
a current memorial hall for a passed dictator. There has been debates about the demolishing
of this authoritarian symbol in the democratic time. For the background of the project, it
is assumed that the memorial hall is removed and substitute with the General assembly
pavilion, and my committee pavilion as one of 8 committee pavilions will be on the side.
Along with the preserved programs on the site, which is the National Opera House and
National Concert Hall, will form a new Democracy/Performance Space.

The intention of the site pick is to compare the idea of the authoritarian and the democracy,
and also an important message that even with the removal of the authoritarian symbol,
there is still troubles in our democratic development.
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The design of the space rethinks the function of fagade to address the relationship between
politicians, public and media. In many of the traditional political architecture we've seen the
facade being treated as a skin for attaching political norms and visions. Here in my pavilion,
the facade becomes the fourth wall of this political live show. The secretive operations are
reversed inside to hide the planning and prior discussion behind the scenes. The programs
are aggregated in 3 layers:

First Layer — The fagade layer of the front side. It is where all the entrance and the participa-
tory programs are, like the meeting room for the delegates and the community, the visitors
hall, the delegates entrance and the bookstore.

Second Layer - The facade of the courtyard side. It is where all the performative programs
are. Standing in this courtyard you’ll be able to see the whole “Nominal” democratic pro-
cess, like the delegates’ personal offices, the meeting room of the committee member, com-
mittee chamber and the media room for the interview. There’s also a giant Tv screen on top
that streaming the political show.

The third layer - which is the layer that’s hidden from public view - is where all the secretive
program locate, like the whip’s office, the delegate’s dressing room, the rehearsal room. The
wall that contain these secretive programs will converge into a single wall in the end, and
with it being curved, the public are losing the sense of dimension of the thickness of the

inner-wall space.

10ft

1 Entrance

2-7 Community Meeting Space

8 Committee Chamber

9 Donator Reception Room

10 Whip Office of Majority Party

11 Rehearsal Space for Majority Party
12-13 Restroom

14 Whip Office of Minority Party

15 Rehearsal Space for Minority Party

16-24 Performance Office for Majority Party
25-33 Performance Office for Minority Party
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The design of the roof is inspired by many section drawings
of opera houses. In these opera house drawings, the double
layered dome serves the need for the appearance from the
outside and (maybe) the acoustic function of inside. And
there is this hidden porche space in the middle. In the roof of
this Committee Pavilion the Outside surface serves as the live
streaming T'V wall of the political show, and the inner surface
serve the interior wall of the parliament program. The porche
space is where the secritive operation takes place.
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As a counter-design, this project initiates from a pessimistic
view of the current society and exposes the reality through
the graphic/rhetorical representation. Though seemingly
depressing, the project itself becomes the first step towards
social reconstruction. Hopefully, this hyper-real and skeptical
architectural proposition is not entirely dystopic, and there
are moments of hopefulness that can be gleamed from the
project.
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