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1 hts .irttsr', hool.. w,ts m,uJe ro u1mmemor,11e 1he S01h .1nmve".iry of the U ', ',upreme 
Courr', /lroum ''-'· lloard of I duca111m ( I 9 S4) deu"on wh, h ,,a red I h. 1 -,eparc1u· hu1 
equal" puhl,c, hool, were uncon,nrurmn.11. 

Ir connnues a pr<>Jecr rhar was inmared dunng an arns1 residency at 1he Washing1on 
Projecrs for rhe Arts (WPA), Washington, D. . ,n 1991. A portion of the text wa, 
transcribed from videoraped interviews, of me with my family, shot by Philip Brookman, 
with the assistance of Debra Singer. I thank Philip for encouraging me to think about the 
WPA project in terms broader than I had thought possible. 

My gratitude and thanks go especially ro my mother, Ethel, on whose path I experienced a 

rich and eventful life. This project would not have been possible without the participation 
of my sisters, Gloria and Lillian, brother Stephen and my daughter Thomasina. We share 

this history with our first cousins, Nancy Evans, Frances Calloway, Lucille Lowe, and Taft 
Jordan. 

Thanks also to Margaret Mandel for encouraging me to finish the story, my assistant Juan 

Recaman for helping me put the first book together, Ellen Eisenman who read it word for 

word, Mr. Edwin T. Ford 'the" chauffeur, and Mr. Edward B. Burling, the last survivor of 

the Bull Moose Party. 

An excerpt of this story first appeared in the literary journal, Potomac Review. My 

thanks to the editors, Christa Watters and Hilary Tham who saw this project at the 

Virginia Center for the Creative Arts (VCCA). Here's to all the staff at VCCA for their 

support of our creative processes. Thanks to Joan Lyons and Kris Merola at VSW. 

This edition was produced during an Artist Residency, at the Visual Studies Workshop, 

funded by the Nimoy Foundation's Visual Arts Residency Program. The Artist in 

Residence program of Visual Studies Workshop is also supported by the the National 

Endowment of the Arts and the Andrea Frank Foundation. 

This softcover edition of 150 books was printed on an Indigo Digital Press. 
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Newsclippings - Ethel Thompson Archives, 43, 46-47, and 48. 
Newsclippings - Martin Luther King Library, Washington Star 

Archive, 44-45, 48-49, 50-51, 52-53, and 54-55. Fonts u ed are 

Bauer Bodoni, Saban, and tencil. 

Text and Photographs copyright © 2004 by Clarissa ligh 
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