
Rhode Island School of Design Rhode Island School of Design 

DigitalCommons@RISD DigitalCommons@RISD 

All Student Newspapers Student Newspapers 

3-2-1959 

Blockprint March 2, 1959 Blockprint March 2, 1959 

Students of RISD 
Rhode Island School of Design 

RISD Archives 
Rhode Island School of Design, risdarchives@risd.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.risd.edu/studentnewspapers 

 Part of the Aesthetics Commons, Architecture Commons, Art and Design Commons, Art Education 

Commons, Creative Writing Commons, History of Art, Architecture, and Archaeology Commons, Music 

Commons, and the Theatre and Performance Studies Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Students of RISD and Archives, RISD, "Blockprint March 2, 1959" (1959). All Student Newspapers. 251. 
https://digitalcommons.risd.edu/studentnewspapers/251 

This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Newspapers at DigitalCommons@RISD. 
It has been accepted for inclusion in All Student Newspapers by an authorized administrator of 
DigitalCommons@RISD. For more information, please contact ebegin@risd.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.risd.edu/
https://digitalcommons.risd.edu/studentnewspapers
https://digitalcommons.risd.edu/studentnewspapers_collection
https://digitalcommons.risd.edu/studentnewspapers?utm_source=digitalcommons.risd.edu%2Fstudentnewspapers%2F251&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/528?utm_source=digitalcommons.risd.edu%2Fstudentnewspapers%2F251&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/773?utm_source=digitalcommons.risd.edu%2Fstudentnewspapers%2F251&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1049?utm_source=digitalcommons.risd.edu%2Fstudentnewspapers%2F251&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1149?utm_source=digitalcommons.risd.edu%2Fstudentnewspapers%2F251&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1149?utm_source=digitalcommons.risd.edu%2Fstudentnewspapers%2F251&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/574?utm_source=digitalcommons.risd.edu%2Fstudentnewspapers%2F251&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/510?utm_source=digitalcommons.risd.edu%2Fstudentnewspapers%2F251&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/518?utm_source=digitalcommons.risd.edu%2Fstudentnewspapers%2F251&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/518?utm_source=digitalcommons.risd.edu%2Fstudentnewspapers%2F251&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/552?utm_source=digitalcommons.risd.edu%2Fstudentnewspapers%2F251&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.risd.edu/studentnewspapers/251?utm_source=digitalcommons.risd.edu%2Fstudentnewspapers%2F251&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ebegin@risd.edu


Vol. 7, No. 19 RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DESIGN. PROVIDENCE, R. I. March 2, 1959 

Thieves Enter Mem Hall 
The RISD night watchman, making his rounds early 

Thursday morning, checked Memorial Hall and found 
everything all right. However, a few hours later, when the 
custodian opened the building for classes, it was apparent 
that Memorial Hall had been broken into. How the thief, 
or thieves, entered is not known. Upstairs, the only thing 
touched was the cigarette machine, which was broken into 
with tools from the machine shop. Downstairs, the book
store was broken into by jacking 
open the door that rolls over the 
counter. Approximately $300 was 
taken from the bookstore receipts, 
change from Mr. Rogers' desk, 
and the cigarette machine. No 
money is left in the cash register 
at night, and no supplies were 
touched. 

The thief, or thieves, apparent
ly knew what they wanted, and 
that was that, for nothing was 
ransacked or strewn about. The 
envelopes containing the receipts 
were left on the desk and the 
rolling door was left open. 

Kelly Due To Talk 
At March Lecture 

The Architectural Society is 
featuring in its March 2nd lec
ture Burnham Kelly, Associate 
Professor of City Planning at 
M.I.T. Mr. Kelly will discuss his 
book "Prefabrication of Houses" 
which is based on his work with 
the Bemis Foundation at M.I.T. 

Mr. Kelly comes to RISD with 
a unique background having re
ceived a degree in law prior to 
going into City Planning. In addi
tion to his degree in law he holds 
an A.B. and a Master of City 
Planning degree. 

The lecture will be held in Col
lege Building Room 412 at 8 p.m. 

Acid-Tosser Damages 
Rubens Painting 

According to an Associated 
Press dispatch which appeared in 
the Providence Evening Bulletin, 
February 26, 1959, a Rubens paint
ing was badly damaged by an 
acid-throwing man who sent a re
porter a letter warning he was 
about to strike in the famed Alte 
Pinakothek Gallery. 

The reporter called police and 
the gallery, but it was too late. 
Rubens' great "Descent to Hell of 
the Damned Ones" already was 
smeared with acid. 

Experts looking sadly at the 
17th Century Flemish master's 
painting said they doubted if the 
work could be restored. 

Pinakothek officials said they 
were unable to make an exact 
estimate of the value of the paint
ing because a Rubens of this size 
—'almost 10 by 7 feet —had not 
been traded for decades. But they 
said they were certain it was 
worth several hundred thousand 
dollars. 

Ceramics Department 
Travels To Corning Glass 

11 students from the Ceramic 
Department, and three guests (two 
students from Sculpture and one 
from Architecture) went with the 
Drs. Perkins on a field .rip o 
Corning Glass. They left Provi
dence on Friday and returned la 
Saturday. 

Each student will bear part of 
the cost of the trip, the balance 
being paid for by an appropria
tion from the Fine Arts division 
and from the Ceramic Club. 

Industrial Designer, 
Bruce Speaks At 

First Career Forum 
by BOB FRANCISCO 

What are the problems an In
dustrial Designer must face? What 
course of study should a future 
Industrial Designer follow? These 
questions were among those that 
Mr. Ivan Bruce of Bruce & Babel 
Associates answered at the first 
Career Forum meeting on Feb
ruary 25. 

Many of the problems were told 
in Mr. Bruce's slide supplemented 
talk. His company works in four 
fields of Industrial Design — prod
uct design, packaging, interior de
sign and display design. He related 
stories of beautifully designed pac
kages and products which never 
get to the customer because of 
prohibitive cost or lack of foresight 
on the part of the manufacturers. 

When asked what he looked for 
in an Industrial Designer, Mr. 
Bruce emphasized the element of 
speed. The designer who can pro
duce good work in a small amount 
of time is the man they look for. 

As an employee of Telechron 
clocks for 18 years Mr. Bruce has 
delt much with time. He showed 
an example of several new clock 
designs that were made on less 
than half of the original budget 
by ingenious tricks such as util
izing parts from other products 
and making various components 
interchangeable with one another. 
He related a story of a clock which 
he designed on a very scanty bud
get. The manufacturers liked it so 
much they decided to propose 
more money for the project ren
dering the addition of trim and 
extras possible. However, this 
sometimes works in an opposite 
manner as many of his designs 
are ruined because of lack of 
funds. 

When asked what he thought 
(Continued on Page 3) 

AIA Choses Panel By Kirwan 
To Be Exhibited Europe 

Panel designed by> Kirwan to explain College 

Society Exhibits 
J. Low Collection 

Work of Joseph Low, nationally 
known illustrator and typographer, 
is currently being shown in an ex
hibition sponsored by the Graphic 
Design Society. 

Mr. Low, who visited R.I.S.D. 
last year, has sent a collection of 
approximately sixty pieces of 
printed matter which is now on 
display in the adjunct to the din
ing hall. 

With a highly distinctive style, 
Joseph LOw exploits medieval set
tings and costuming in much of 
his work. He is well known for his 
record covers and book jackets 
which have a classical basis, as 
well as for such diverse promo
tional material as insert adver
tising and letterheads. The show
ing will run through March 7. 

Howells Win Two Honorable 
Mentions In Furniture Show 

James and Marie Howell's collaboration has succeeded 
in winning two Honorable Mentions in one show — the 
"Design in Hardwoods" competition in Chicago, according 
to an announcement by the Fine Hardwoods Association. 

One award came in the Custom Furniture classifica
tion for a solid oak hi-fidelity equipment cabinet, while 
the other came in the General Products classification for a 
solid walnut three-panel folding screen. 

"Both the quality and quantity of entries in the com
petition this year were unusually high," wrote the sponsors 
of the show in informing the Howells of their success. "We 
feel that you can take considerable pride in the fact your 
entries received this distinction." 

These two awards make the thirteenth and fourteenth 
awards won by the Howells in competitions in the past 
four years. In addition, they have been featured in Design, 
a magazine published in India, and their designs have been 
pictured in Domus, which is published in Italy, and in 
Decorative Art, published in London. 

Printmaker Shows 
Honor H. L. Fink 

Herbert L. Fink, Assistant Pro
fessor of Graphic Arts at RISD, 
has been honored by two of the 
most important American shows 
for printmakers. 

The Pennsylvania Academy of 
the Fine Arts has accepted two of 
his prints, "Abraham and Isaac" 
and "The Quest" for its 154th an
nual exhibit of water colors, 
prints, and drawings in coopera
tion with The Philadelphia Water 
Color Club. The exhibit will be 
held in the Academy at Broad and 
Cherry Streets, Philadelphia. 

In addition, the Annual Ameri
can Graphic Arts and Drawing Ex
hibition, sponsored by the Wichita 
(Kansas) Art Association, has not 
only accepted Professor Fink's in
taglio "The Quest," but has 
awarded it one of ten honorable 
mentions among the 112 titles on 
exhibit. 

Asked his reaction to being ac
cepted for exhibit in both shows, 
Professor Fink commented: "I am 
very pleased to be in these shows, 
for in both cases, I am in compe
tition with all American print-
makers and draftsmen." 

'Shipwreck' 
The R.I.S.D. Sailing Club pre

sents, for you, an unusual kind of 
dance. "SHIPWRECK." Come as 
you were when the ship sank. A 
prize will be awarded to the cos
tumes with the best "Shipwreck 
Look". It's especially for your en
joyment on Friday, March 13. The 
dance will be from 8-12 in Me
morial Hall. Tickets are $1.50 per 
couple. 

On hand for your dancing pleas
ure are the SHIPWRECK SIX, 
the same crew which provided 
music for TAB's Vibrato Variety 
Show. So hold that date open for 
your favorite guy or gal and come 
to SHIPWRECK. 

A panel, designed by architec
tural instructor Ernest Kirwan, 
which depicts the educational 
work and philosophy of our Di
vision of Architectui-e, has been 
chosen by a jury of the American 
Institute of Architects to be sent 
to the International Students Con
ference in Hanover, Germany. 
From there it is expected tp circu
late in other German cities, Scan
dinavia, and possibly Southern 
Europe. 

Thirty-three of the forty-eight 
accredited U. S. schools of archi
tecture submitted panels at the 
invitation of the A.I.A. They were 
on display at the Octagon in 
Washington from November 24 
until after January 8. Eleven 
were chosen by the judges to be 
sent to Germany. 

Duplicates of the original panels 
have been requested by the A.I.A. 
from the eleven schools whose 
panels make up the. European ex
hibition, in order that the exhibit 
may also circulate among' all of 
the architectural schools in the 
U. S. which wish to receive it. It 
is believed that the American ex
hibit will be on. the road for two 
years, allowing for its display in 
each school for a period of only 
ten days. 

Other schools of architecture 
whose panels were selected in
clude Harvard, Yale, and M.I.T. 
from New. England, North Caro
lina State, the Universities of 
California (Berkeley), Illinois, 
Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Vir
ginia, and Washington University 
at St. Louis. 

Four principal criteria appear 
to have guided the judges in their 
selection. Each panel was judged 
first on the basis of the impacts 
which it made as a whole upon 
the observer, bearing in mind that 
it was designed for the public and 
not for specialists in architecture. 

A second basis of judgment was 
the completeness and interest of 
the story the panel told of the 
curriculum at the architectural 
school which produced it. The 
third was the value of the student 
work shown in the panel, and 
whether this work carried out the 
principles of good design. 

Finally, the judges were in
terested in how well the panel 
was put together technically, and 
in the quality of the drawing and 
rendering. 

Like all the panels, the RISD 
entry is one meter square. It con
tains a carefully lettered state
ment of the School's basic philoso
phy, and two panels of photo
graphs showing student architec
tural work. 

"An attempt was made to com
municate information about our 
educational process at a number 
of different levels," commented 
Mr. Kirwan. "Hence the panel in
cludes a diagram showing the in
teraction of liberal arts and pro
fessional courses, and a number of 
photographs showing student proj
ects within the Davision as well 
as collaborative work with stu
dents in other departments." This 
latter statement is illustrated by 
the pictures of the 1958 outdoor 
exhibition. 

The jury consisted of Alexander 
Cochran, chairman of the educa
tion committee of the A.I.A., J. 
Roy Carroll, Jr., regional director 
of the A.I.A., and Dean Harold 
Bush-Brown, chairman of the joint 
committee of the American Col
legiate Schools of Architecture 
and the A.I.A. on the teaching of 
architecture. 
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Thirteenth Floor I 'D. Dept. Gets Painted 

Quotes To Think About 
The following quotes were stated during a recent Graphic Design 

crit: 

"We are not here to make designs; we are here to become de
signers." 

"A designer is one who pushes his personality without destroying 
the material icith which he is working." 

" You don't do what you know, you do what you don't know — at 
least while you're in school — so that when you get out, you'll know 
what you know." 

"You should be able to look at anything you have done, regard
less of where it is, and be able to say, 'This is mine.'" 

The Original Talking 
(Student) Union Blues 

by BILL MURPHY 

It is somewhat distressing to 
note that, although last week a 
quorum of the Student Council 
gave an overwhelming vote of 
confidence to the proposal for con
verting Memorial Hall into a Stu
dent Union, there is a welter of 
misinformation concerning it with
in and without the Council, and 
generally accepted as official. Al
though it reflects the fact that the 
Council is aware of the general 
clamor for a Student Union, it is 
surprising that on such tenuous 
information the Council could see 
fit to act, and yet even more sur
prising that the student body 
should see fit to support it con
sidering the large scale conjectur
al arguments against it, most of 
which, upon examination, have 
proved to be grossly untrue. In 
actuality there is little concrete 
information concerning the plan 
at the moment condemned. This 
notion has given rise to the argu
ment, largely spurious, that mo
ney invested in converting the 
building would be literally thrown 
out the window. Such is not the 
case. In the first place, the great
er part of any money expended 
would be invested in movable 
equipage which would become the 
property of the Student Assoc. 
and would be removed in the event 
that the building were torn down, 
which, according to most sources, 
is not likely within the next twen
ty years. 

A great deal of confusion has 
arisen over cost of the proposed 
conversion, and method of pay
ment. At the last Council meet
ing, Mr. Danforth quoted the fig
ure of $40,000, a purely hypothet
ical figure, while explaining how 
such a plan might be paid for. 
This was immediately leaped upon 
as the bona fide cost of conver
sion. According to Mr. David 
Strout, Assistant to the President, 
the figure was quoted merely by 
way of example, and no plan for 
payment nor cost estimate has 
been formulated. Mr. Strout went 

on to explain that at this point 
the formulation of the plan is 
in student hands, and that when 
the Student Union Committee pre
sents the plan (with Council ap
proval) to the administration, 
cost estimates and method of pay
ment will be considered. Although 
this may sound somewhat like 
voting on a plan before formulat
ing it, such is not the case. 

Mr. Strout expressed the opin
ion that the student body should 
be referred to, and when asked if 
there would be another poll of 
student opinion following formu
lation of more concrete plans, in
cluding cost estimates, Mr. Strout 
replied that since this was a Stu
dent Council function rather than 
an administrative one, there is no 
way of definitely knowing, but he 
felt that such a move would be 
very likely. He also doubted that 
the cost of renovation would be 
anywhere near the figure being 
circulated. Several other reliable 
sources have unofficially placed 
the probable cost at something 
closer to $10,000, which in view 
of the proposed plans seems rea
sonable. Most of this would be 
invested in movable property, and 
the plan could be either student 
or school financed, which, as men
tioned previously, is yet to be de
termined. 

A great deal of objection to the 
plan has arisen because of the 
need for Fine Arts studio space. 
This is not overly drastic how
ever, since it is probable that the 
Pharmacy Building may be used 
for this purpose. Also weighing in 
favor of the proposal is the fact 
that present Machine Design class
room space may eventually be 
made available to expand the 
Union to include offices for stu
dent clubs, organizations, and pub
lications. That the school book 
store is in the building also oper
ates in favor of the proposal. 

At this point, the plan would 
seem worthy of student support 

(Continued on Page 4) 

by GARDNER D. BROWN 

Each Age invariably brings with it some parti
cular form of plague, disease, or specific blight to 
torment the citizens of its time. History books are 
saturated with tales regarding them all, from the 
Bubonic to the Black Plagues. And although our 
Modern Age has fortified substantially from dread 
threats of disease, it remains nonetheless vulnerable 
to perhaps the most odious plague of them all. A 
subtle plague, vague in countenance, and perhaps 
more crippling than death itself. 

The Modern Age is an age of "isms" and perhaps 
for the sake of wisdom yet another should be 
added to the list. It might be called I-Don't-Care-
Ism, or What's-The-Sense-Ism, or even at times, 
I-Give-Up-Ism. This plague wears many different 
masks. Around RISD, its brothers might be familiar 
with such terms as "artistic incest" or "creative 
prostitution," or any other of a thousand other 
likely contestants. Sometimes it appears as though 
this kind of atrophy had somehow localized itself 
only behind the changing face of the School of De
sign. Unfortunately, this is not so. This self same 
aura of futility is to be detected not only around 
college, but around the state, the country, and even 
the world. 

Perhaps the newspapers, radios, and newsreels 
are responsible. It cannot be anything less than 
discomforting to learn at every turn that, should 
someone lose their temper and a bomb dropped, the 
world as we know it might be annihilated. This 
fact is a sober one, and in the light of a possible 
outcome, who can truly be blamed for trying to 
care less, or for isolating himself behind the shield 
of indifference? Yet, what of the other ages and 
their plagues? Ours is difficult and severe, that is 
true, but is the 1959 plague any more unique than 
that of its forerunners? Can we be utterly secure 
in our belief that Modern Man alone lives as the 
disenchanted? Did not the Pilgrims face futility 
and hopelessness at seeing their crops burned re
peatedly, their families butchered, their very right 
to exist jeopardized by the native "Indian" in
habitants? 

How much brighter did the future appear dur
ing the Civil War era, when brother took arms 
against brother, state assaulted state, while the 
entire country was bathed in blood? Yet, these are 
not convincing comparisons somehow, and I won
der if it is because the comparisons are poor, or 
rather, because such events are behind us rather 
than before us? When the result is known there is 
no fearful apprehension. 

The plague facing contemporary human beings 
does not appear so much the recognition or pos
sible eventuality of our fate, but rather the hope
ful will to face it squarely, accept it on its own 
terms, yet, still be determined enough, interested 
enough to believe our days, regardless of their 
number, have powerful and positive merit. 

But it takes guts to be interested! It takes dar
ing to regard evilness and spit directly upon it. 
It takes a kind of courage to hurl handfuls of eggs 
at a Russian butcher. And perhaps it is wrong, yet 
should not each man defend his beliefs, irrespective 
of whether it is timely or polite? Perhaps mankind, 
in this Modern Age of All-Knowingness, would be 
wiser to accept his body of flesh. There is but one 
all-knowing God, and if in some way we as humans 
might exonerate ourselves from the pursuit of 
everlasting truths, eternal justice, we might once 
again rekindle the coals of hope into a healthy 
fireside by which mankind might warm the fabric 
of his soul. 

Yes, of course there is the chance that tomor
row may find our world black and lifeless. Yes, 
of course the filthy odiousness of Communism may 
consume us. And, yes, of course, to any of the 
limitless billions of possible pitfalls. Even artistic 
incest. But to have faith and interest is to create 
courage, the commodity alone which safeguards 
mankind which, by its absence, condemns him to 
the unfortunate end he fears. 

All other plagues in the past have been ultim
ately defeated. Perhaps the I-Don't-Care-Ism plague 
is destined to become the ultimate winner. It is 
difficult to know. Yet, why not have courage, in
terest, and hope? Why not do it now, dare to 
fight? For, in truth, what else is there to do? To 
give up is to promise a loss. It has been said that 
the only fear is fear itself. Man's only enemy is 
man. And finally, to have died in vain is surely 
regrettable, but to have lived in vain is unpar
donable! 

Credit Given For Cover 
The editor and staff of SPECTRUM wish 

to extend to Charles Wright its sincere ap
preciation for the design of the cover on 
the current issue of the magazine. Because 
of late cover choice, proper credit could not 
appear in SPECTRUM itself. 

Blockprint Elects Editors 
The BLOCKPRINT Editorial Board at their meet

ing Sunday afternoon elected the following slate of 
editors to serve for the coming year: editor, Jane 
Lewis; managing editor, Dolores Henninger; news 
editor, Sue Hartnett; art editor, Bob Francisco; 
feature editor, Bill Murphy; photography editor, 
Greg Mathus; business manager, Marshall Johnson; 
advertising manager, Carol Kalinowski; circulation 
co-managers, Ann Scheller and Roslyn Dephoure; 
exchange editor, Karen Williams. 

The new editors will hold their first meeting 
tonight, Monday, March 2 in the BLOCKPRINT Office. 
A general staff meeting at which all members must 
be present will be held at 7:30 p.m., while all newly 
elected editors will meet at 7 p.m. 

Now is the time for all good men . . . 
like hell! Good men are not generally, and 
vice versa, depending upon whom and 
where you are, and whom you choose to 
believe. It is more the time for running in 
eight directions, and seeing strangers in 
televised mirrors, whereupon bona fides 
become lost among hosts of mannekins 
whistling in the dark . . . and sometimes 
screaming hysterically in the dark . . . and 
grabbing for political, social, ethical, artis
tic and personal straws, ghosts and gods. 
Good men can never replace ghosts . . . 
Now is the time for all . . . !!!??? 

BILL MURPHY 

Lorraine Speaks To 
Graphic Designers 

by JANE LEWIS 
"The four years you spend here at the Rhod 

Island School of Design are probably the best yeai 
of creative and imaginative growth you will have 
take advantage of them." So stated Walter Loi 
raine, a RISD graduate, while speaking to th 
junior and senior Graphic Designers. 

Mr. Lorraine is now the production manager i 
the juvenile department of Houghton-Mifflin Put 
lishing Co. in Boston, where most of his work 1 
concerned with the designing of textbooks an 
children s books. He has been with the firm fc 
several years and has a thorough background i 
the publishing business. The A.I.G.A. has include 
several of his books in their selection of the fift 
best books of the year, and his work has also bee 
shown by the Society of Illustrators. 

In his informal talk, Mr. Lorraine discussed th 
designer s role in a publishing house. In definin 
the word "designer," he said, "Someone who create 
a certain comprehensive whole coordinating man 
parts into a unified unit. In industry, he sets 
style; in book work, he designs the book." 

Along with a very interesting and informativ 
discussion, Mr. Lorraine's talk was illustrated wit 
a wealth of printed material and artists' rough: 
He made the process of putting out a book quit 
clear, if a bit tedious. The rather factual lectur 
was spiced with a few anecdotes about some c 
the illustrators with his firm. 

A good book designer, Mr. Lorraine stresset 
cannot afford to get excited or involved in a fa 
as can the advertising artist. He must find a muc 
sounder basis for his work and should be mor 
concerned with the reason a fad exists rather tha 
with the fad itself. 

Winding up his talk with an excellent poin 
Mr. Lorraine had this to say: "There is bound t 
be a certain amount of self-expression in everythin 
we, as artists, create; you cannot get into an 
operation and object to the limitations that oper£ 
tion imposes on you—if you want to paint, paint-
don't get into book design." 
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Franklin9 Peers Exhibit 6American Artist' 
Features Sgouros 

Gilbert Franklin and his sculpture entitled "Bronze Beach Figure" 

Thomas A. Sgouros, an alumnus 
of RISD, appears in an article in 
the February issue of the Amer
ican Artist Magazine. The article 
is one of a series of young artists 
with great promise. 

Sgouros strives for design in 
his watercolors. His subject mat
ter is used only for inspiration. 
He arbitrarily arranges the sub
ject into a unified design by first 
plotting his design by drawing in 
black ink with a long-handled 
brush. He then produces a color 
wash, using watercolor with bristle 
and sable brushes and augments 
them from time to time with a 
sponge and well colored dyes and 
inks. Sgouros works with a severe
ly limited palette in order to de
vote himself primarily to the 
problems of design and pattern. 

Sgouros is presently a free
lance illustrator at Kent Studios 
in New York. He is also a member 
of the Boston Society of Water 
Color Painters and the American 
Watercolor Society. He has been 
awarded the Goldsmith Purchase 
Prize at the American Watercolor 
Society exhibition, 1958; the Web
ster Award of Honor by the Bos
ton Society of Water Color Paint
ers, 1956; and Honorable Mention 
in the Cambridge Art Association 
Annual, 1955. 

Gordon Beers with his paintings of the Italian city "Imperia 
Gilbert Franklin and Gordon Peers, respectively Chairman of the 

Division of Fine Art the Sculpture and head of the Painting Depart
ment have had one-man exhibits on Newbury Street, Boston. 

Peers exhibit 
The Peers exhibit of oil paintings was on view at the Carl 

Siembab Gallery, 172 Newbury Street, through February 28. The 
majority of his works were created last summer during a trip to Italy, 
and the visual excitement and richness of color has drawn favorable 
comment from the Boston critics. Peers is a former Boston Arts 
Festival prize winner. 

Sculpture by Franklin 
The sculpture by Gilbert Franklin consisted of a number of small 

bronze figures and one large figure, all very attractively displayed at 
the Kanegis Gallery, 123 Newbury Street. They were on exhibit 
through February 26. 

Franklin is chairman of the national selection committee for Ful-
bright Awards in sculpture. Concurrently with his exhibit at the 
Kanegis Gallery, he is being featured at the Museum of Contemporary 
Art in its invitational exhibit of the works of six American artists 
entitled "Selections, 1959." 

Financial Meeting 
An important meeting of the 

Financial Committee is scheduled 
for Wednesday, March 4, at 7:30 
p.m. in the Student Lounge. 

A review of both PORTFOLIO and 
SPECTRUM mid-year grants is 
needed. No other grant requests 
will be considered. Financial di
rectors for both of these publica
tions must have detailed financial 
reports for presentation at 7:30 
p.m. Members of the Committee 
are asked to meet with me at 7:15 
p.m. in the Lounge. 

MARSHALL B. JOHNSON 
Treasurer, Student Council 

Ind. Des. Forum 
(Continued from Page 1) 

the background of an Industrial 
Designer should be he was strong
ly in favor of a business course, 
perhaps a fifth year devoted to 
business administration. He feels 
that it is important to be a good 
business man in order to be a 
good Industrial Designer. 

At the conclusion of the meeting 
at least one person who plans to 
be an Industrial Designer was 
more enthusiastic about it. I'm 
sure that many others in atten
dance felt as I did. I say, excellent 
talk, Mr. Bruce! 

Library Gets 'N. Y. Times' 
The Library is now receiving 

the daily and Sunday issues of 
the New York Times. The current 
two-week issues will be kept on 
a table in the Slide & Photograph 
Room for any who are interested 
in using them. Earlier issues will 
be shelved in the Stacks. 

Additions 
Dr. Francis J. Deignan an

nounces that the Dean's List 
has been amended to include 
the names of Johanna Deme-
trakas and Johnathan Willets. 

Sr. Class Chooses 
Warwick Club 

The Senior Prom was the main 
topic for discussion at the senior 

class meeting. President Dave 
Morris opened the meeting and, 
after a discussion of the various 
country clubs in the Providence 
vicinity, it was decided that the 
Senior Prom will be held at the 
Warwick Country Club. A prom 
committee was appointed, with 
Carol Allen as chairman. Others 
on the committee are; Nick Mon-
sarrat, Sue King, Marge Garrity, 
Marsha Fleishman, and Dottie 
Rhodes. 

In general, those present at the 
meeting felt that it would be a 
good idea to admit seniors free of 
charge to the prom instead of 
financing a class party. This possi
bility will be examined by the 
prom committee after getting defi
nite cost estimates for the event. 

'Pete' Goff reminded the seniors 
of the tea given by the Alumni 
Association for them. The tea 
will be on April 28 from 3:30 to 
5:45. Written invitations will be 
sent out. 

Minstrels To Bring 
Folk Songs To RISD 

Seraffyn and Cherubim will be 
at RISD, presented by the ID So
ciety, this Friday, March 6. This 
husband-and-wife team has ap
peared at Brown twice during the 
last two years. Starting at 8 p.m. 
in Memorial Hall, admission will 
be 50^ for a single and 750 a 
couple. 

The minstrels travel every year 
from Bardshaven, their home in 
South Ashfield, Mass., over thou
sands of miles that have taken 
them through Morocco and the 
continent to Scotland and Ireland 
before bringing them to the West 
Coast. 

Seraffyn and Cherubim, clad in 
the typical long-sleeved blouse, 
tunic, cape, and long, tight-fitting 
pants, are actually Mr. and Mrs. 
Seraffyn Mork.. 

Cherubim joined Seraffyn on 
the minstrel tours when they were 
married two years ago. At that 
time they walked and hitch-hiked 
from inn to inn. This year she 
put her foot down — "in the car." 

They hardly know from day to 
day where they'll sing next. They 
wander, or drive now, from place 
to place and stop at inns they en
counter en route. 

They require "but a night's 
board and lodging and to collect 
from mine host's customers after 
the pleasure of entertaining them." 

Their music is from "10 cen
turies, and from many coun
tries." Seraffyn, with his lute, 
"Bucephalus," named after the 
warhorse of Alexander the Great, 
sings and converses in Welsh, Nor
wegian, Danish, French, German, 
English and Russian. 

Their songs of romance, seduc
tion, duty, drinking, praise of 
God and beauty, wandering, battle 
and adventure, are collected most
ly from the lands they visit and 
the friends they meet along the 
way. 

Occasionally they use the library 
for a source, but say: 

"What we find in songs, you 
can't put into print." 

Though they have separate rep
ertoires for particular audiences, 
they decide what songs to sing as 
they judge the facial response, 

mood, and appreciation of the au
dience. 

For this reason they decline tel
evision offers. 

"We had several attractive pro
posals back home. They just don't 
understand. We sing to people 
who listen. You can't make peo
ple listen if you're not there," 
Seraffyn explained. 

Seraffyn became interested in 
the "why" behind folk songs even 
before his college days at Harvard, 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech
nology, and the Royal Academy of 
Dramatic Arts in England. 

Still, he and Cherubim spend 
much time studying the songs and 
their origins. It is this that en-

(Continued on Page 4) 

Simonson To Talk 
At ACS A Meeting 

Albert E. Simonson, Chairman 
of the Division of Architecture, 
has been invited to deliver two 
lectures at the annual meeting of 
the Association of Collegiate 
Schools of Architecture. The meet
ings are being held at the Uni
versity of Florida in Gainesville on 
March 2 and 3. 

Professor Simonson is speaking 
on "Teaching Theory: Human 
Aspects," at the Monday session, 
and on "Evaluating Esthetic 
Qualities" at the Tuesday meeting. 

In returning to Providence, he 
will stop in Washington, D. C., for 
two days to attend the annual 
meeting of the American Institute 
of Architects committee on na
tional awards and scholarships. He 
is completing his third year on 
this important national committee. 

Drama Club 
The Drama Club's next offering, 

Dangerous Corner by J. B. Priest
ly, will be presented Friday and 
Saturday, March 20 and 21. 

Students may get their tickets 
at the SAO and tickets for parents 
will be available on Parent's Day. 
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Greenwald Invited 
To Join Panel 

Dr. H. Jonathan Greenwald, 
Chairman of the Division of 
Teacher Education, has been asked 
to be a member of a panel on "Im
proving College Art Instruction" 
at the biennial conference of the 
National Art Education Associa
tion in New York, March 9 to 14. 

There will be two meetings on 
the subject, the first to hear 
papers by members of the panel, 
and the second for a general dis
cussion of the papers and related 
questions. 

In addition, Dr. Greenwald is a 
member of the Association's Legis
lative Committee and of its State 
Directors of Art Committee. He 
will attend the meetings of both 
groups. 

Student Views 'Beats' 

Student Union 
(Continued from Page 2) 

with few reservations. Casting 
aside the buncombe which has 
been spread concerning it, it ap
pears sound at its foundations. 
There is no doubt, for a need for 
improvement in the plan, and this 
may be accomplished by submit
ting a floor plan (those little mim
eographed sheets cluttering up the 
floors, wastebaskets, halls, etc.) 
with notation of modifications. 
Any direct questions concerning 
the plan can be answered by Jim 
Nichols .Chairman of the Student 
Union Committee. 

For a week now, the alarmists 
have been warning that blood 
drips from the moon . . . general 
calamity impends. There doesn't 
seem to be much need to tear 
hair, however. Nothing is being 
crammed down anyone's throat. 
In fact, quite the opposite. It is 
completely in your hands. You 
must now cram it down your own 
throats. I hope, however, that the 
Student Council leaves provision 
to regurgitate, should it become 
necessary. 

Released by 
Associated College Press 

Student Tom White at Mexico 
City college gave the Collegian 
his view of the Beats. He lived 
for a time in San Francisco 
"among the group, 'made the 
scene' if you will. 

"By the way, Beat doesn't mean 
dragged-out or tired: that's a very 
crummy misconception that peo
ple have; what it signifies is that 
they're on the beat, in tune, aware, 
almost overaware and sensitive. 

"No, the Beats are just a group 
of people who've sort of run up 
against a wall, guys who're just 
punching in the dark, really. 
They're definite rebels against the 
prevailing social system, against 
the 9-5 and no down payment set. 
They aren't exactly sure of what 
they want, but they do know what 
they don't want. 

"Negative, sure, but the way I 
see it is that they're builders with 
nothing to build; the same Amer
ican energy force for pioneering 
exists in them that existed in the 
Daniel Boone and Henry Ford 
generations you might say; but, 
there isn't really much of any 
place for them to pioneer today. 
The point is that they feel they're 
in a society that wants to make 
of them 'maintainers;' well, they 
don't want to be maintainers, so 
they'd rather be nothing at all. 

"The nucleus of the group up 
there are sincere, honest individ
uals trying to find their place, 
that's all. You can't count the 
hangers-on and the imitators and 
wise-guy thrill seekers. No, they're 
really just lost; not a new concept 
really; you had your 'lost genera
tion' after World War I; well, this 
is sort of a WW II lost generation, 

"Studying over the type of guys 
that are Beats, I find most of 
them are ex-GI's who've traveled 
over a portion of the world, seen 
many different cultures which they 
constantly compare with our own. 

Most of the time they feel the 
U.S. comes out on the short end 
of the stick in the comparison. 

"Believe me, they're looking for 
life, but right now it seems too far 
away for their binoculars to reach. 
And there isn't any focus adjust
ment on the lens." 

Formal and informal discussions 
on the "Beats" are being held on 
many campuses. University of 
New Mexico Lobo announced a 
symposium on the subject there. 
An "overflow crowd" attended a 
forum on "The What and Why of 
the Beat Generation" at Gonzaga 
University, Spokane, Wash. 

One panelist, a professor Eng
lish, said the "Beats" are actually 
within the tradition of what he 
termed "subversive literature," 
that is the tradition of Emerson, 
Mark Twain, Whitman and Tho-
reau. 

According to Gonzaga Bulletin, 
another panelist showed that 
philosophically the Beats are part 
of a tradition that describes to a 
proposition of a meaningless uni
verse. 

National Student Association's 
National Student News concludes: 
"To call the 'beat generation' a 
movement is giving it more credit 
that it is due. 'Movement, when 
ascribed to group action, usually 
implies direction and force. 'Beat
niks' move in multi-directions at 
once and lack of force is their 
watchword . . . 

"If we may say one positive 
thing of the 'Beats', it is that they 
represent humanity stripped of all 
that civilization has given them as 
a heritage — both good and bad. 
They are mankind stripped to the 
marrow, trying in vain to find 
someplace to start again." 

Budget Problems 
(I.P.)—Student government on 

the campus of the University of 
North Carolina went in the hole 
$1,500 last year and expects an
other deficit this year, according 
to Charles Gray, student body 
treasurer. The anticipated income 
for 1958-59 is $121,000, he said, 
pointing out that there is already 
the possibility this figure was 
overestimated by the budget com
mittee last spring. 

The student activities fund is 
made up of a block fee of $9 a 
semester from each student. The 
amount of deficit depends upon: 
whether or not each organization 
provided for in the student activ
ities fund spends its full allotment, 
what supplementary appropria
tions are made, and what the en
rollment is. Gray emphasized that 
the budget was prepared last 
spring before any enrollment fig
ure for this year was definite. 

Arch. Nominate 
Officers for '59-'60 

The following have been nom
inated by the Architectural So
ciety for 1959-1960 officers. Elec
tions will be held Thursday, March 
5, in the Market Building and on 
the third floor of the Textile 
Building. 

President and Vice President: 
Bill Gerold, Walt Grallert, Bill 
Kite and Dick McCarron. 

Treasurer: Rod Hartung, Bob 
Myers, Bob Kuczek and Bob Ty
ler. 

Recording and Corresponding 
Secretaries: Nancy Nickerson, 
Norma Everitt, Julie Nichols, 
Penny Price and Ann Scheller. 

Faculty Advisor: Mr. Howell, 
Mr. Kirwan and Mr. Rowley. 

Minstrels At RISD 
(Continued from Page 3) 

ables them to interpret as they 
sing. 

This unique style that has 
tabbed them the chief minstrels 
of New England is exemplified 
in their renderings of "Green-
sleeves," "The Keys of Canter
bury," or the counterpoint singing 
of "The Ash Grove." 

Even in private life, however, 
they usually are as their 15th cen
tury predecessors. When they 
left the Santa Barbara Biltmore 
Hotel, El Encanto Hotel, and pri
vate parties where they had enter
tained in Santa Barbara, they in
scribed their favorite farewell in 
the Visitors' Books: 

"Happy  i s  the  na t ion  tha t  s ings ,  
Joyous are her people." 

Fine Arts Presents 
The Fine Arts Society pre

sents these films on Monday, 
March 2 at 7:30 in the Audi
torium : 

"Works of Calder" 
"Visit Picasso" 
"Matisse" 
"Jackson Pollack" 

Admission free, everyone is 
invited. 

— Calendar —» 
MONDAY, MARCH 2 

Landscape Architecture For
um—Walter Ashland — C9 
—4 and 8 p.m. 

Ceramics Forum — Stanley 
Rosen—412—4 p.m.; Facul
ty Lounge — 8 p.m. (sen
iors) 

Fine Arts Society — Audi
torium—7:30 p.m. 

BLOCKPRINT MEETING—BLOCK-
PRINT OFFICE—7:30 p.m. 

Architecture Society Lecture 
—412—8 p.m. 

SPECTRUM MEETING -— SPEC
TRUM Office—7:30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 3 
Student Council Executive 

Meeting — 225 Benefit— 
4 p.m. 

Machine Design Forum — 
Herbert Johnson — C9 — 4 
p.m.; Faculty Lounge — 8 
p.m. (seniors) 

Skating Party — Ice Bowl — 
7:30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4 
Mademoiselle Magazine—Stu

dent Lounge—2 p.m. 
Student Council — Museum 

C 9—11 a.m. 
Newman Club Board Meet

ing 
THURSDAY, MARCH 5 

Fine Arts Forum — Homer 
Gunn—C9—4 p.m.; Faculty 
Lounge—8 p.m. (seniors) 

Sailing Club—Student Lounge 
—7:30 p.m. 
Architectural Society Elec

tions—Market Building and 
3rd floor Textile Building. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 6 
Graphic , Design Forum — 

Richard Schmidt, Richard 
Jones—C9—4 p.m.; Faculty 
Lounge—8 p.m. (seniors) 

Seraffyn & Cherubim spon
sored by I. D. Society— 
Memorial Hall—8:00 p.m. 

TOY SUN 
RESTAURANT 

258 Thayer Street 
Next to Avon Cinema 

Chinese - American Dishes 

STUDENTS -  CHECK BLOCK ARTISTS' 

• Complete Adequate Quality Stock 

• Low Prices 

• PLUS Student Discounts 

BLOCK ARTISTS' MATERIALS CO. 
76 Weybosset Street DExter 1-3150 

Brown Bear Restaurant 
Chinese American Food 

Sunday-Thursday - Open 7:00 AAA. to 11 :Q0 PM. 
Friday-Saturday - Open 7:00 AJA. to 1:0Q A.M. 

Corner of Brook and Benevolent 
-

• .  .  F o r  L o v e l y  W o m e n  
SKIRTS - SWEATERS - BLOUSES 

from 

1 9  A R C A D E  B U I L D I N G  

ONE DAY SERVICE 

CAMPUS LAUNDRY 
DRY & CLEANERS 

222A THAYER STREET 
N E X T  T O  T U N N E L  LOOK.at the pretty tceU 
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