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Drape to mania, 
or the Disease Causing Negroes to Run Away 

Drapetomania is from 8pcxrc£11']s, a runaway slave, and µcxvw mad or 
crazy. It is unknown to our medical authorities, although its diagnostic 
symptom, the absconding from service, is as well known to our plante1·s 
and overseers, as it was to the ancient Greeks, who expressed, by the single 
word 8pan£'Cf]s, the fact of the absconding, and the relation that the fugi
tive held to the person he fled from. I have added to the word meaning run
a way slave, another Greek term, to express the disease of the mind causing 
him to abscond. In noticing a disease not heretofore classed among the long 
list of maladies that man is subject to, it was necessary to have a new term 
to express it. The cause in the most of cases, that induces the negro to run 
away from service, is as much a disease of the mind as any other species of 
mental alienation, and much more curable, as a general rule. With the 
advantages of proper medical advice, strictly followed, this troublesome 
practice that many negroes have of running away, can be almost entirely 
prevented, although the slaves be located on the borders of a free state, 
within a stone's throw of the abolitionists. I was born in Virginia, east of 
the Blue Ridge, where negroes were numerous, and studied medicine some 
years in Maryland, a slave state, separated from Pennsylvania, a free 
state, by Mason & Dixon's line-a mere air line, without wall or guard. I 
long ago observed that some persons considered as very good, and others as 
very bad masters, often lost their negroes by their absconding from ser
vice; while the slaves of another class of persons, remarkable for order and 
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