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Church in a box
aff ordable portable church 

“Church. in a Box® Solutions (CBS) is a division under Portable Church® Industries. 
With a growing demand for elegant and volunteer/pastor friendly church systems 
Portable Church wanted to off er a new way of providing the answer to the church 
plant and multisite movement. Since being launched in 2008, CBS has been 
off ering great, complete, turn key systems (starting at $20,000) for churches who 
have a high priority for up front savings or need a package delivered very quickly. 

 Starting with one of our 4 system packages, you are able to order one of our 
time-proven systems as designed and have the system delivered to you within 
weeks. If you are wanting to make some tweaks to the system, we will spend the 
time with you on the phone and get the package to where it needs to be. Or, many 
of our churches desire us to visit on-site to confirm which package is the right one 
for them, make tweaks to the design, as well as do a venue overview. With this site 
visit you also receive a facility report, room drawings and a customized sign list.”
“Church in a Box.” Church in a Box. Accessed April 16, 2018. http://www.churchinabox.com/.

The solutions provided by the “Church in a box” is an utilitarian one, and it still doesn’t 
off er a solution to the emotional resonance of the space. It is a good project for 
providing information on how to pop-up and pop-down in a literal way a structure in 
order to accomodate a weekly double function. 

ADAP TIVE REUSE PRECEDENTS



“Worship was becoming increasingly a spectacle, and the 
primaryfunction of architecture and the churchly arts was to create a 

sense of supernatural mystery which acts psychologically upon 
the worshipper.” 

Victor Fiddes, 
The architectural requirments of protestant worship
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Susan Ward // Professor of History of Art RISD

Susan Ward studies the medieval art and visual culture of Western Europe. While she 
has studied works in a variety of media, including textiles and manuscripts, her 
particular focus is French architectural sculpture of the 12th century. Ward’s scholarly 
projects include the Census of Gothic Sculpture in America, a multi-volume catalogue 
of works in American public collections. Susan wrote many book reviews, exhibition 
reviews and articles on medieval art, including “Fables for the Court: Illustrations of 
Marie de France’s Fables in Paris B.N. MS Arsenal 3142” in Women and the Book: 
Assessing the Visual Evidence, “Who Sees Christ? An Alabaster Panel of the Mass of 
St. Gregory” in Push Me.

Michael Woodward // Lead pastor

Michael is the lead pastor of Ocean State Baptist Church, the largest baptist church 
in Rhode Island. He has a BS in Biblical Studies/ Theology and an MA  in Spiritual 
Formation (Ancient Spiritual practices). He is interested in building an integrative 
theology that explores several realms of study including religion, literature, 
philosophy, art and science.



“The architecture of Protestantism in its 
Nonconformist expressions was a good architecture for an age that 
was concerned first of all to recover the raison d’etre of its worship, 

but it failed to meet the more subtle and, from an architectural point of 
view, the more difficult problem of satisfying the 

worshipper’s emotional needs.” 

Victor Fiddes, 
The architectural requirments of protestant worship
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Eliade, Mircea, and Diane Apostolos-Cappadona. Symbolism, the sacred, 
and the arts. New York (N.Y.): Crossroad, 1985.

Mircea Eliade is a historian of religion and philosopher. He is a leading interpreter of 
religious experience. His two central themes are Creation and Time. In the chapter of 
sacred architecture and spaces, he explores the symbolism that lies behind religious 
architecture, the idea of axis mundis, the column that unites earth to heaven. He in-
spires his thought from the beliefs of ancient civilizations that each building represents 
a recreation of the world on a small scale. He sees sacred rituals in many practices from 
building to one’s death.

Twiss, Sumner B., and Walter H. Conser. Experience of the sacred: 
readings in the phenomenology of religion. Hanover, NH, etc.: University 
Press of New England Brown University Press, 1998.

Max Scheller is a philosopher known for his work in phenomenology and ethics. In this 
chapter he provides an analysis of the natural religious act. He identifies 2 essential 
attributes of the divine: it is an absolute being (‘ens a se’) and it is holy. Digging further 
he identifies a consciousness of nothingness (when the holy is revealed, an experience 
of creatueliness for the believer)

Lang, Uwe Michael. “What makes architecture “sacred” ?” 
Logos: A Journal of Catholic Thought & Culture, no. 4 (Fall 2014). 
Accessed October 11, 2017.

The author of this article is an important religious figure in the Catholic church, that 
wrote several books on the importance of art in the church. In this article , U.M. Lang 
presents not only a personal belief that the church lost its sense of the sacred in the 
20th century architecture, but he also presents 2 opposing views of architects on what 
sacred architecture is. The article continues with the definition of sacred in Catholic 
liturgy.

Eliade, Mircea. The sacred and the profane: the nature of religion. 
San Diego: Harcourt, Brace, 1987.

The first chapter is called “ Sacred space and making the world sacred”. The author 
observes that while modern man sees the world around as profane, there are still times 
that unconsciously its memory connects to something sacred. He explores 2 ways to be 
in the world: sacred or profane; also looks into how a space becomes sacred by either 
hierophany or incantation of some rituals. In the author ’s opinion the sacred has a 
center point , while the profane is homogeneous.

“An archetype of architecture.” Riverside Baptist Church. 
Accessed October 11, 2017.

In this blog post , the unknown author brings into conversation what their new building 
will mean in a busy part of Washington DC. The author quotes Mario Botta that sees 
church as the archetype of architecture- so he tries to analyze what R.B.C will be for 
that community. He also brings H. Matisse’s claim that “all art worthy of the name is re-
ligious” as he explains both reach for the same invisible horizon. He quotes Judith Dupre 
in her book “Churches”, as she identifies that a church embodies all the fundamental 
elements of architecture.

Fiddes, Victor. The architectural requirements for Protestant worship. 
1961.

In this book, it is discussed the need for a better understanding of the architect of the 
theological stands of the church, and of the clergy of architecture. The author identifies 
objects or spaces that are common to Protestant churches and gives idea on where 
to place them. Also he brings forth examples of buildings that he considers good 
architecture. 

Loveland, Anne C., and Otis B. Wheeler. From meetinghouse to 
megachurch: a material and cultural history. Columbia, MO: University 
of Missouri Press, 2003.

The book gives a short evolution of the American church building landscape from the 
Puritan Meetinghouses to today’s megachurches. It focuses also on the ideas and 
beliefs that made those shifts happen. 

Thumma, Scott, and Dave Travis. Beyond megachurch myths: what we 
can learn from Americas largest churches. Chichester: John Wiley, 2007.

The author identifies 9 myths people outside or even inside megachurches might 
believe about this phenomenon. He tries to provide through data that those are just 
apparent truths. 

Kilde, Jeanne Halgren. When church became theatre: the transformation 
of evangelical architecture and worship in 19th-century America. New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2005.

The books does a deep research of the movements and beliefe that have shaped the 
religious architecture of the 19th century America. It is an indepth reseach on all the 
different styles and approaches that happened that century.
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Baumann, Dorothea, and Rudolf Stegers. 2010. Sacred Buildings. Basel 
[u.a.]: Birkhäuser

In the book, the author presents first a history of church architecture from the beginning 
of Chtistianity to modern days. She also describes the spaces that are usually found in 
a traditional church and identifies the influences that changed the way contemporary 
churches are built . The author dedicates a complete chapter on the use of light and 
acoustics in churches and also presents case studies of exemplary churches built since 
the second half of the 20th century. 

Tozer, A. W. (1987) The Knowledge of the Holy. New York: HarperOne

A.W. Tozer was an American Christian pastor and author during the 20th century. In 
his book “ The Knowledge of the Holy”, he identifies attributes of the Christian God and 
explaines them through the light and interpretation of the Bible.

Plummer, Henry (2013). The Miracle of Light.” Cosmos of Light: the 
Sacred Architecture of Le Corbusier. Indiana University Press

Cosmos of Light is a portfolio of over 100 photography taken by Henry Plummer. In the 
opening chapter, Plumer analyzes the sacred work of Le Corbusier and especially the 
useage of light as spiritual element. He identifies the way Le Corbusier deploys light to 
create enchanted, emotionally charged spaces wedded to the cosmic rhythm of sunlight 
and season.

Geva, A. (2012). Frank Lloyd Wright’s sacred architecture. London: 
Routledge. 

The book is a comprehensive study of the sacred buildings built by F.L . Wright. It ana-
lyzes the different stages of Wright ’s work and evolution and offfers discussion along 
to diagrams and photographs on his work. The author not only describes the theory 
bethind Wright ’s building strategy, but also identifies 3 elements that are present in his 
work: faith, form and building technology.
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