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Lutes. 

The Penny Dreadful Commission 
A student organization devoted to the proliferation of comic art 

We are a non-profit, collective association of students who are fully responsible for the production and 
publication of PDC Comics . The opinions of every attending member of our organization regarding the 
composition of each issue are taken fully into account and are directly reflected by each issue's 
contents. Each issue of PDC Comics is the result of the combined input and contributions of all attending 
members. Our goal is to demonstrate the range and expressive power of comic art by presenting a varied 
collection of work. 

The Commissioners 
Adam Gould 
Kristin L. Hansen 
Ed Hemingway 
Erik Johnson 
Shanley T. Jue 
Dave Kopperman 
Michael Lazarus 
Jason Lutes 
Justin Lutes 
Robert Medvedz 
Reid S. Mihalko 

Any suggestions, criticisms, etc. would be gratefully accepted and possibly responded to in future issues 
of PDC Comics . Please address all correspondence to : 

Jake Austen 
Greg Benton 
Mark Borok 
Douglas Bowker 
Martin Brown 
Matt Dimock 
Mario M. Echevarria 
Matt Finger 
Mike Foran 
Jason Fruchter 
Joe Fullerton 

Brian Morgan 
Christopher Mills 
Scott Poulin 
Joel Rodgers 
Ed Shems 
Craig Spearing 
Alexander Stadler 
Tim Thornberry 
James Tost 
Scott J. Vanzo 
Keinyo White 

The Penny Dreadful Commission 
Box #979 

Rhode Island School of Design 
Providence, Rl 02903 

PDC COMICS Issue Number Two 
Printed by Beacon Press Contents copyright 1989 by the Penny Dreadful 

Commission. All rights reserved. 
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The reaction to the first issue of 
PDC Comics seemed favorable, but it's 
hard to tell; most of the feedback I 
received was from people I know, and 
their comments may have been shaped 
as much by social etiquette as by hon
esty. However, even if they had 
condemned it to my face I would not 
have disagreed entirely with them. 
There were many things about the 
first issue with which I was 
dissatisfied. Of course, this is all 
academic due to the fact that I gave the 
comic a retail price of zero, thus 
absolving myself of all 
(capitalistically legitimate) blame for 
quality of content. 

This one is a different story. 
This one I will stand behind, this one I 
might exhibit a little pride over (even 
though the artists should be the ones to 
do that), this one I like . The most 
positive effect the first issue had, in 
my eyes, was the interest it generated; 
some people saw it and took immediate 
action by submitting work of their 
own. We are, after all, a sort of comic 
art forum : if you don't like what you 
see, show us something better. Most of 
the work on the following pages is the 
result of people doing just that. 

While other response was 
minimal, one of the things that was 
brought to my attention is that none of 
the contributors to the first issue 
were women, a fact of which I am 
painfully aware. Comics have, like 
virtually every other aspect of human 
endeavor, been dominated by males 
from the beginning. The Penny Dread
ful Commission hopes to 
overcome 
this idiocy in its own little corner of 
the world by inviting any women who 
are at all interested in the medium to 
attend our submission meetings when 
we have them again in the fall. The one 

rule we do have regarding content is 
"lotsa variety," and how can we hope to 
cover the spectrum if we're missing 
half of it? This issue contains the 
work of our first female contributor, 
and we hope many more will follow. 

This is the second and last issue 
of PDC Comics in the '88-'89 
academic year. Since the Commission 
is comprised entirely of students, we 
will be able to publish only while 
school is in session. We are aiming to 
complete five more issues over the 
course of the next academic year. The 
date and location of the first submis
sion meeting will be announced in the 
fall. 

If we have managed to spark any 
interest in those of you who may not 
have thought twice about comic books 
in the past, we hope that you will in
vestigate further. Space is too limited 
here for a list of recommended read
ing, but you can do some browsing on 
your own. A limited selection of 
comics can usually be found at a good 
bookstore (usually in the "Humor" 
section, sometimes under "Art"), but 
to get a real sampling of today's 
market you should check out the direct 
sales outlets, commonly known as 
"comic shops." 

And remember: comic books are 
perfect for summer reading... just 
don't let anybody see you doing it. 

/ / / Jason Lutes 
' j / Chairman, 

The Penny Dreadful Commission 
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