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DYING . .
B: What'd the doctor say?

I: Well, you want it straight, pure, an’
simple?

B: Yeh, That's how yvou asked him t* give it.

J: Yeh. Atthe very least I'm gonna lose my left
lung. Al the least.

B: Whent

I: I'm gonna go in the hospital Monday.
They're gonna do a biopsey. An' from the lab
report go from there,

B: What is a biopsey?

Iz Well, they run a tube thingie down my nose
through the bronchial tube into the lung, get a
piece of this thing, snip it off, pull it out, have it
analyzed. If it's malignant then | got troubles. 1§
it's not malignant then 1
lose a lung. It's a biggie. |
didn’t get a chance t' study
the X-ray real good, He
only let me look for just a
little an® any damn fool
could see that there's a
gob of stufi there, Uh, it
looked 1o me like it had
radiating tendrils - like a jelly fish,

B: What did Betty say?

I: Well, you know Betty. She's, that's a strong
lady. She’s a Christian. Course she's a little
forcefully cheerful.Reminds me of when | left
for prison. In fact, it's the same damn
rcoIFi'ng I get because | thought | was dead when |
left for prison. The only thing that bothers me is
that even if the damn thing is not malignant I'm
not gonna be able to run presses again.

B: Whyt
I: At least the Davidsons. Ain't no way I'll be

able to bend an’ clean an’ change plates an® all
that stuff.

B: I'll come out an’ help va.

I: | think maybe
the thing that | probably regret
is that | just got things squared away
good, y'know? In the last vear an® a half 1've just
about been able t* say t* myself, “Well, Ruther,
you've got it made.” | think I'm probably still in a
state of shock, really. | expected him t' tell me,
"OK, you got high blood pressure an® vour
heart’s gonna go on the hrini an’ you're gonna
tear your bronchial tubes out with this coughing
an’ stuff.” | didn't expect him t’ find something
in that lung. Except that | knew the bleeding was
from that lung. An' the funny thing is, he
checked me out an’ my blood pressure is great,
reasonably great, 150 over 90 - a little high but
not out of line too far. EKG is perfect, ticker is
working great,

B: Did he say anything about those? [pointing
to the cigarette pack Joe is opening)

J: 1 asked an’ this kinda puts the icing on the
cake. He told me, “Too late now, Smoke all Vou
want."

B: You're kidding?

I: No, i asked. How "bout that? 50 1'm doin’ it
an’ | guess | will till | kick off, I'm not looking for
sympathy...

B: | understand that,

i ..all that shit. 1 ain' lookin® for nothin®

really. but, | don't think | got -
Bradley, Bot much time left,

B: Did he give you any kind of time?
I: He can'tuntil they fi d if it i
or whatever, Now, ilmi.1’x;\ll"rm::::l‘IIlIII e it

. mali :
Lﬁ urse there's that 50-50 thance.?l‘:g:?l:;r;h:;
o is hack it open an’ hack it out an’ take the

lung or mast of ir. But, if an’ in case it gels far

enough to where they think they've g

all an’they put me on that fuckin

therapy- you got to bring me pol. |
B: OK.

J: Mausea an’ the sickness of it, | dol
could take that. | don’t mind my hair I3
aint got much. My personal looks dal
me a bit but | dont like being gl
stomach. Agreed?

B: Yeh. :ﬁﬂtf Margie told me this ane thing.

I: I'm realinterested in how I'm ga ilg"ﬁzmﬁ what her feelings are. It
this. Belty's afraid that | will retreata I'l!huli,mmt'rt has lots of problems
here in the shop an’ not talk to anj - s hut it's not so much that as
brood. | don't think I'm gonna do Eh -h.d:?}qt“'hﬂt Sﬁulng oninher head
think | could broad about me dyin's d ‘_-'lldaﬂe“ egota divorce - she
doin’ somethin’, But the problemt "fil anger period where she
think | aughta spend the time with Bel :ﬁ‘r LAn' an
means | can just about kiss all thisg "ﬂ-ﬂ!l ¢
goodbye,

B: Mot the writing though.

s no prablem.

sat Algren said, “Live fast, die young,

iped lookin' corpse.”" | dunno. | .}J“‘.L:"t

ke.|don't know whether | adhere to

=] was just gettin® in gear. That's

i me. Just gt iryauared away good an”
= head in the direction | wanted 1o

I: Mo, | can do that. Mayhe tha € saying.
grabbed at that "cause | realize | cand that . the -
- irsratian.;li‘ st pck 4y anger an
: No. Of four
. steps th
- E real o ePS that most
Iz Tell me, Fryof lﬂmru_t Ihe-_y re gonna die 20

g

B: Yourwriting - it's definitely so
can do. And it's there. And you do
print it up.

Iz Yeh. | would want to insure
printed though.

s
body Ekﬂmifﬂtment. why me?
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