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The historic co11quest of /lie 1110011 as reported to the A111e1·ica11 people 

by CBS News 01•er the CBS Televisio11 Network. 



Foreword 

At 10: 5
6 : 2 0 p.m. ED'!', July 20, 1969, man first stepped on the moon. lt 

took place 2 38,000 miles out in space yet it was shared by hundreds of 

millions of people on earth. The st;p on the moon was an awesome 

achievement; so was its reporting on television because it emphasized 

television's extraordinary ability to unify a disparate world through 

communicating with so many people in so many places, and thus 

providing them with a common-and 'an extraordinarily satisfying­

experience. 

Like all experiences recorded by television, this one was epheme­

ral. It flashed on the screen and was gone. This book, which attempts to 

recapture .·om of the reality of this unique experience, also permits 

all of u,.;, in :-;om small measure, to recall that experience in more per­

manent form. In this som 'tim ,_. discouraging and frustrating world, 

• • • ·' ·ving- a mom nt of prick in th ability of man to do what 

d1 . It not • serves a: a mark of \\"hat man has 

i1ntion and cool)erative effort, he 

·tb, dos I' to home. And :o, this 
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l ' intrit'al' lo ,·i:-llcs and in\·en­
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Wednesday, July 16, 1969 

Mission Control: We are still go with Apollo 11 ... 30 seconds and counting. Astron3:uts reported "Feels good!' T-25 seconds. 20 seconds and counting. T-15 seconds, guidance is internal, 12, 11, 10, 9, ignition sequence ~tarts, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, zero, all engines running, lift-off. We have a hft-off, 32 minutes past the hour. Lift-off on Apollo 11. Tower cleared. 

It is 9: 32 a. m.EDT on Wednesday, July 16, 1969. Millions of Amer­icans and countless millions around the world have waited for this mo­ment. Astronauts Neil Armstrong, Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin and Michael Collins are riding a huge Saturn V rocket, lifted by 7,500,000 pounds of thrust, on their way to a date with history. 
At lift-off, the CBS News studio at Cape Kennedy, which only five minutes before had been a cene of great activity, was virtually empt . Only Corr pon 1 nt W It r r nkite, former a tronaut Wall chirra produ r J an Ri ·hm· n, ' ag- m na r Da id F ~ th ·am n and t\ ·hni ·ian: \V r in th ,"tudi a th \Yn it fin c 1 n1 in u 
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the moon were delayed by a good old-fa -hioned traffic jam. Th usu· l 
12 minutes from when they left th building to the time wh n the fir t 
astronaut entered the Command Module stretched to 27 minutes. 

Eric Sevareid, who was seeing his first manned shot, described 
those early hours and his reactions in a talk with Cronkite shortly be­
fore lift-off. 

Cronkite: What's the view out there fro1n the outside, Eric? 

Sevareid: Walter, the heat is beginning to rise. Some slight haze gather­
ing in the atmosphere. You don't quite see the rocket out there as dis­
tinctly as we saw it shortly after dawn. The heat is like a silk cloth yoit 
put across your face. Before dawn the rocket out there was all lit up, 
pure white. It looked like the North Pole would look if it was really a 
pole, with lights of the aurora borealis going oilt in every direction in 
the black skies around. 

The whole country aroilnd he1·e i. a kind of a. t lailncl ing pad. Thi. 
i.· bi.r; .-1, y ounfJ',lJ. It'.· ;·.z; flat. It.· ri.(Jhf-an.(Jle cou ry. nd th 
ro1 l i.· al1 aJ;s kn ts of JJ 1Jl . Th 1· s n ta ·arniral t1n :ph } 

lz ,. ,. rt!!;;. l le .r; I th .·na -7· .·h 1J.· ll th r :t, ll th trail 1·.' 

In t, I fl • e i. • o qi i cl a I , u}. • 'J) I u , • o Z ,f n n 1 
l lZ I.· ti } .·r:ll'< .• '( ll hjj {) l tl •.. z • t1 



near the terminator, the point whe1 e the a tr or 
light into darkness, was clearly visible. 

As they crossed the terminator, they trainei 
back through the window for a last look before 
astronauts had just passed the 24-hour point in 
lunar landing, and in an hour would fire the ser 
engine to lower them into a circular parking o 
moon. Armstrong and Aldrin would go back i 
its systems; then the astronauts would rest. 

Tomorrow wa the big da . 





d 'I Juli; ~0-Af onday, July ,.,J 
znz aJ . . 

The voice is that of CBS News Correspondent Charles Kuralt. It is 
·00 a.m. EDT, Sunday, July 20: 

11
• In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the 
·th was without form and void. And darkness was on the face of the 

eai Some five billion years ago, whirling and condensing in that 

deep. d f. darkness, was a clo~ . o in~er-stellar hyd1·ogen, four hundred degrees 
below zero, eight million miles from end to end. This was ou1· solar sys-

waiting to be born. tem, ·zz · 
A hundred mi zon years passed. And God said "Let there be light." 

And there was ~ight at ~he ?enter of that whirling cloud as a m·otostar 
began to form, its gravitational pull attracting larger and la1·ger mass 

-rotating faster and faster. And in that conden ation and heat the sun was born-in fire out ~f cold-e er 1naller and e er niore b1·illia1 t, 
ringed with tho. e a tellites hat ·1 1· o b it vla . ·. T-1 •o JJ ro opla 11 et 

-the earth and th 
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Capcom• t light.O.K.engine stopped ... descent engine command 
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Tranquility Base here. The Eagle has landed! 
Jlou ton 

J3agie: 1qu "lit • e copy you on the ground.You've got 
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